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Wurd che Earl returned, he looked 
round the room, ſaying, © Where is Lady | 
Oakley ?” | * HEL > 
Hier Ladyſhip will be here immediately, 
my Lord,” ſaid the doctor. J 255 
„ Oh, very well,“ ſaid the Peer, turning 
to Henry: © How do you find yourſelf 
VOL, 111, B 7 now, 
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now, my young friend? Do you think there 


was ever a more unfortunate hobbling old 


fellow than myſelf?” 
e In the preſent inſtance,” ſaid Henry, 
« | muſt own your Lordſhip is peculiarly fo.” 
« But 1 ought to have known better, Mr. 
Cleveland,“ ſaid the Earl, finiſhing Henry's 


phraſe,” & 1 ought to have kept my daughter 
under my own eye: I never, to my know- 


ledge, was guilty of a diſhonourable action, 


though I have had a long reckoning to pay 


off for my paſt follies, and am ſmarting under 


the laſh of them now; but what will Sir 
William ſay to all this?“ 

& That you are infinitely more to be pitied 
than blamed, my Lord. In fact, my grand- 
father, but particularly myſelf, have helped 
to forward Captain Grey's iniquitous plan. 
How ſincerely do I wiſh Lady Sophia had 
acted more openly with me; I think I could 
8 have e fat __ N her guard, and perhaps 
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have weakened her attachment to a man ſo 


every way unworthy of her.” 


4 You are very good, Mr. Cleveland, 
though I do not feel any compaſſion for the 


artful young jade, and my only conſolation | 


is, the deceitful couple will not reap any 
benefit from their abominable duplicity. 1 
think I have put a ſtop to their receiving 
any money. I have got them ſafe urder 
lock and key, with a centinel at their door; 
they ſhall live upon love for one night at all 
events; nay, they ſhall never eat or drink 
any more under my roof, nor ſhall a carriage 


of any kind convey them from hence ; bur 


to-morrow morning, as. ſoon as I have 


breakfaſted, I will releaſe them from their 


confinement, kick them down ſtairs, and 
then out of my houſe, and their trumpery 


ſhall be flung into the court after them, which 


they may take upon their backs. I long to 
make you a witneſs of the ſcene, Mr. Cleve- 
land,” The Peer kept flouriſhing with his 

| SS © beſt 
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beſt foot while he was s ſpeaking, ag, if im- 
patient to execute the taſk he had aſſigned 
bimſelfl. God grant 1 may have a good 
night; I do not expect to reſt very well; 
but if the gout will but lay ſtill 1 ſhall do.“ 

6 ſincerely hope your Lordſhip will not 
feel any bad effects from the agitation your 
ſpirits have undergone,” faid Henry. 


 « You are very obliging, Mr. Cleveland. 


Do you think there is any chance of the 
raſcal's having ſent the draft to London ?” 

e Not the ſlighteſt, my Lord,” ſaid 
Henry. To whom, as you very juſtly 
obſerved, would ſuch a man intruſt a note 
of ſuch value? Hardly by che poſt I ſhould 
think, drawn as it is to bearer.” 

Ver true, very true; however I think 


I have guarded againſt the worſt can happen. | 
Wilſon will certainly be in time to ſtop the 
payment. Ten thouſand pounds I ſhall be 
obliged to give up to the deceitful girl, or 
rather to the ſwindling fellow, when ſhe | 


becomes 
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becomes of age; but that I will throw into 
Chancery, and entreat that honourable Court 
would make a proper fettlement for the im- 
provident jade; I ſhall therefore be able to 
puniſh them for three years or more at all 

events, and they may try what ſort ofa figure 
they can make upon his pay. Henry knew 
it would be uſeleſs to attempt to mitigate 
the Earl's reſentment juſt then, though be 
ſincerely pited Lady Sophia, whom he 
thought infinitely leſs to blame than the Cap- 
tain, much as he condemned the unpardonable 
duplicity of her conduct, therefore, for the 


preſent, acquieſced in ſilence to all the Earl 


faid, who thus went on: © But I do not 
know why I tire you and your friend, Mr. 
Cleveland, with my reſolutions and ' filly 
threats; but I have been thinking I had 
rather you would allow me to break this 


matter to Sir William my own way. Permit 


me to write to my ſon Manſel, he knows 


what my expectations were, and I can tell 


him how they have been fruſtrated ; but I 
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really do not ſee of what uſe it will now be 
your informing your grandfather of what 
paſſed between you and Sophia; you were 
as much deceived as I have been, your gene- 
_ rouſly taking a part of the blame upon your- 
ſelf will not extenuate her crime; nay, Sir 
William may be more diſpleaſed when he 
finds how egregiouſly ſhe has impoſed upon 
your commplaiſance ; therefore once more let 
me entreat you would allow me to tell him 
the ſtory my own way.” To accountin ſome 
meaſure for what may appear too great com- 
plaiſance on the part of Lord Oakley, it 
may not be improper to obſerve, Sir Wil- 
lam had informed him of his having made 
over the mortgage he held upon his eſtate 
to his grandſon, it was therefore very natural 
he ſhould make a friend of a young man 
he had, in ſome reſpects, ſo much in his 
power, his offer therefore to exonerate Henry 
from all ſhare in the fraud had been ſo lately | 
practiſed upon him, was the mere reſult of | 
"ou univerſal 1. che open- 
| | hearted, 


— 
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kearted; noble-ſpirited Henry Cleveland ſaw - 
it in a very different light, and with ſom@- 
difficulty came into his Lordſhip's way ot 
thinking, though upon reflection he was not 
ſorry he ſhould thus be relieved from debating 
the matter with Sir William, and from 
making excuſes for having, in ſome reſpects, 
led him into an error. The Earl having 
ſettled this point fully to his ſatisfaction, con- 
tinued to blame himſelf for his folly, 1 
have certainly lived too long, Mr. Cleve- 
land, would any body but myſelf have 
ſuppoſed the filly puppy, endeavoured to 
repreſent you, was the perſon he gave him- 
ſelf out to be? Sir William will juſtly fay, 
the animated deſcriptions he gave me of his 
grandſon have anſwered ſome purpoſe ; he 
muſt ſuppoſe Jam grown blind, or placed all 
his encomiums to the ſcore of parriality- 
Oh! I could piſtol myſelf for my own folly.“ 
While he thus kept growling on, he was 
poking the fire together with one of his 
crutches, and every now: and then giving 
| B. 415155 £5007 nr 
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this or that log of wood a ſmart pat, becauſe 
they | did not lay to his mind. Aſtley was 
highly diverted, and it was with the utmoſt- 


ww #7 | a boy 
* 


difficulty he could compoſe his countenance: 
ſufficiently to remind the Earl that uſeful 
ſupporter would ſoon be too ſbort, being 
then in a blaze. His Lordſhip poked it 


among the aſhes, to. extinguiſh the flame, 


laying, © A thouſand thanks, Mr, Aſtley, I 
believe I am mad, blind, and fooliſh, it is 


no matter how ſoon ſuch a uſeleſs being is 
out of the world! Supper being * 


„ ee 8 


* „Where is your Lady 2” faid the Peer, 
dare the butler. | | 


er In the eating nn my Lord,“ 


: * anſwer, and the company ſoon e 


her. The meal was not very gay, though 


the Earl preſſed his gueſts very much to 


drink, and ſet. them the example. About 


midnight they ſeparated. Henry told the 


Peer he ſhould merely write three times to 


his 


„ 
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his d whom he ſhould refer for 
every particular to Mr. Manſel, which he 33 
would trouble his W to incloſe in his 


letter. 


« Moſt certainly, my young friend — 
come, Price, you ſhall aſſiſt me; you ſhall | 
write, and 1 will dictate; between us we 
certainly ſhall produce ſomething wonderous 
clever: I mean one of my grooms to ſtart |, 
at day-break, therefore muſt trouble you for 
your note this evening, Mr. Cleveland.” os 


« ] will ſend it into your Lordſhip's dreſ- 
ſing · room the moment I have wrote it,“ ſaid | 
Henry, who now, with his friend, took his 
leave for the night, and were ſhewn by the 
groom of the chambers to their reſpective 
apartments; they were at no great diſtance, - 
and as ſoon as Lord Oakley's ſervant had + 
left them, they enjoyed a hearty laugh - 
at the various occurrences of the even- 


ing. Henry then being ſupplied with mate- 
=; : rials 
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flats wrote a very few lines to his grandfather, 
and referred him totally to Mr. Manſel, 
acknowledging he was not fo ſurpriſed at the 
recent event as he might have been, if he 
had not had every reaſon to believe Lady 
Sophia's heart was pre- engaged. This he 
ſent unſealed by Johnſtone into the Earl's 


Areſſing- room, and diſmiſſed his valet, 


he fat down to write the reſult of Lady 
Sophia's ſcheme to his Joſephine, concluding 
by entreating ſhe would, by allowing him to 
acknowledge his engagements, put a ſtop to 
any other matrimonial arrangement the Ba- 
- _  Tonet might make for him. 


.. 


Ir vin now be neceſſary to ane 
retrogade ſteps by way of explaining the 


recent adventure at Oakley Caſtle in a more 


ſatisfactory manner: The former engage- 
ments entered into between Sir William 
Cleveland and the Earl of Oakley, reſpecting 
the late Mr. Cleveland and Lady Sophia 
Courtnay, have been already mentioned, 
and as ſoon as that match was decided upon 
between the two old Gentlemen, which was 
| | B6 - 1443 Wh 
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in the preceding month of June, Lady 
Sophia was ſent upon a viſit to Mr. and 
Lady Almeria Manſel, who were then et a 
ſmall villa they had at Richmond, to afford 
her deſtined lover an opportunity of paying 
her his court in form, It had been agreed 
ſhe ſhould ſpend a few days at her uncle's, 
Lord Willsford's, before ſhe proceeded to 
London. It ſo happened her female couſins 
were going to ſpend a fortnight at a friend's 
ſeat in the vicinity of Stamford, that they 
might be preſent at theſe and Peterborough 
races, They eaſily perſuaded Lady Sophia 
w-Join their party, as ſhe was by no means 
|  mipatjent to ſee the admirer ſhe had been 
ordered to receive as her future huſband, 
having heard a very unfavourable account of 


bim, and ther. ambition not being at all gra- 


rified-at-the idea of martying a commoner. 
In this favourable diſpoſition of mind ſhe 
firſt ſaw Captain Grey, whoſe: regiment was 
quartered at Stamſòrd, and as he poſſeſſed 
a tolerable addreſs, and an uncommon ſhare 
of aſlurance, he had introduced himſelf to 
ſeveral 
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; and of the firſt famtłſies in the town and 
the environs, and happened to be particulatly 
intimate at the houſe where the Lady Villars's Ec: 
and Lady Sophia had taken up theirreſidencey 
he ſaw them the day after their arrival; ſous. 
learned who they were, and their proſpects 
in life. The ten thouſand pounds Lady | 
Sophia was ſaid to poſſeſs, independent dt 
her father, ſtruck him as a very de ſirable | 
prize, if he could but ſecure it, her charms _ 
and accompliſhments were a mere feather in 
the balance; but her title and family would 
add conſiderably to his oonſequenee he 
thought, and ſuch a match might indes 
Lord Mordaunt (whofe fon he certainly was 
by a tenant's daughter) to do ſomething 
more for him. Fraught with theſe ideas; he 
exerted all his eloquence, and every art to 
pleaſe and captivate the gay, lively, coquet- 
tiſh Lady Sophia, who, Aattered © by the 

profound homage he affected to pay ber 
ſuperior charms, ſoon rewarded his aſſidti- 
ties by her encouraging ſmiles ; he had the 
1 fortune to ſecure her hand for che race 
ball, 
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| 5 ball, and Ang that propitious — 


% 


the opportunity of relating his ſtory to her 
much in the ſame terms he had to Aſtley, 
with this addition, that he was now at vari- 
ance with his father, becauſe he did not chuſe 
to give his hand to a Lady, who had merely 
a title and a large fortune to recommend 


her to his notice. 


: | Lady Sophia liſtened with infinitely more 


attention than he deſerved, to this improbable 


tale, and began to think the relative a very 


handſome man. The title of Counteſs of 
Mordaunt, and thirty thouſand a year, were 
great temptations, and as artſully held forth. 
The Earl was exceedingly infirm, had had 
one paralytic ſtroke already, and a ſecond 


Would indubitably prove fatal. Theſe falſe 
inſinuations had their due weight, and as for 


Grey's expecting his father's death with im- 
_ patience, who could wonder at it? Indeed 


ſhe had for ſome time thought parents a 
great reſtrant upon grown-up children, and 
the Earl of Mordaunt was an abſolute cynic 

a by 
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by his ſon's account. How abſurd not to 
acknowledge fo fine a young man properly, 
and allow him to bear the ſecond title Lord 
Melvin ! But Grey was determined to run 
all riſks when he married. The woman of 
his choice ſhould not adopt the name he 
had done, to humour the caprices of any old 
man. His wife ſhonld aſſume the title he 
had a right to bear, and Lady Sophia thonght 
Lady Viſcounteſs Melvin had an infinitely 
more elegant ſound than Lady Sophia Cleve- 
land; to be ſure ſhe had been told her in- 
tended would be Earl of Oakley at her 
father's death; but ſhe was fick of the ſound 
of that title, therefore liſtened with unfeigned - 
pleaſure to all Grey's improbable rhapſodies, 
which were told her under the ſeal of ſecrecy 
it ſhould be obſerved. Before they parted 
for the night ſhe was equally communicative 
concerning her intended marriage. From 
Grey's frequent reſidence in the capital he 
Was no ſtranger to Mr. William Cleveland's 
character, whom he now deſcrived in the 
moſt ludicrous manner; in ſhort, acted his 


—— 
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part 15 well, that before Lady Sophia left 
Stamford he obtained her permiſſion to fol- 
low her to Richmond, though he had no 
intention of viſiting at the Manſei's ; but 
Lady Sophia often met him in thoſe famous 
gardens, and elſewhere, n her private 
* and wales. | 


Mr. Cleveland ſoon became Gund not 
5 out ſome reaſon) her averſion ; the plan 
therefore had juſt been executed was con- 
certed to relieve her from ſo odious a 
match, when the intended bridegroom's 
death put a ſtop to the expected and intended 
matriage, and Grey, who had merely ima- 
gined this ſcheme to ſecure the fortune in- 
tended ſor his rival, now determined to 
content himſelf with the ten thouſand pounds 
in her Ladyſhip's own poſſeſſion, and to 
truſt to time and paternal affection for a 
' Share in Lord Oakley's fortune, he therefore 
preſſed Lady Sophia to accompany him to 
Gretna Green ſoon after her lover's deceaſe; 


but her Ladyſhip, no longer afraid of being 
2 | | forced 
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forced into the arms of a man ſhe abhorred, 
was not in ſuch a - hurry to part with her 
liberty. Fortunately for Grey Lady Almeria 
Manſel ſaw very little company, and the 
death of Mr. Cleveland, who was almoſt 
looked upon as a member of the. family, 
prevented either of the ſiſters from going 
into public for ſome time. Solitude is ſure 
to encourage romantic ideas, and Grey's 
tender letters, for he ſaw but little of his 
miſtreſs, had ſo far conquered all her ſeru- 

ples, that ſhe had agreed to accompany hm 
to Flanders, fearful (he might · be known upon 

the North road, when Lady Almeria in- 
formed her Ladyſhip a ſecond Mr. Cleve- 

land had appeared upon the hotizon, whom 


Lord Oakley wiſhed her to * in 2 | 


fame light ſhe did the for, y. 907 IE 


This was a thunder a . to the fair wif 
treſs of the adoring Captain. She” iminedi= 
ately . imparted the difagreeable intelligence 
to her paſſionate lover, and ſeemed very 
ready to haſten their departure for Frances 

Not 
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Not ſo to the ſelf-intereſted Captain; he now 
adviſed her to ſee this propoſed admirer, 
adding, it would be excellent ſport to delude 
both the couſins, and their former plan might 
be revived with ſucceſs ; in ſhort, overcame 
all her Ladyſhip's ſcruples, though ſhe ex- 
preſſed infinite repugnance to her ſiſter at + 
the idea of this new propoſal, which was 
certainly neither very conſiderate, nor very 
delicate on either fide. Grey entertained 
very little fear of this new candidate for 
Lady Sophia's hand, having learned from 
her Ladyſhip he had been educated abroad, 
with every particular ſhe knew. concerning 
him, he therefore thought of their meeting 
with the utmoſt indifference, and Lady Sophia 


Vent to the Nabob's fete, determined to diſ- 


| like the man ſhe was deſired to endeavour 
to captivate : Thus prepoſſeſſed, though ſhe 


could not help ſecretly admiring his fine 
manly figure, and truly elegant unaffected 
manner, ſhe endeavoured to diſcover a va- 
riety of faults in him: However, had he 
ſhewn her rather more attention, or appeared 
| at 
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at all to wiſh to pleaſe her, he would ſoon 
have baniſhed the Captain from her heart; 
but mere chance proved a ſtaunch auxiliary 

to the latter, and Henry's inattention piqued 


her Ladyſhip exceſſively. 


As they drove home Lady Almeria and 
her huſband beſtowed the greateſt encomi- 
ums upon Henry, and Lady Sophia drew 8 

_ compariſon between him and the Captain, 

not very much to the advantage of the 

latter. Henry particularly excelled in dan- 
eing, yet was wholly free from affectation, 

his converſation was refined, and his manners 
| peculiarly elegant, even his dreſs ſtruck Lady 

Sophia as being well choſen, adapted to the 

entertainment, and perfectly faſhionable, 

without diſplaying any of thoſe extremes, 
ſuch unequivocal ſigns of a weak mind. 

Her Ladyſhip went to bed, dreamed of the 
young Nabob, and began to think : fifty 

thouſand a year even annexed to the name of 

Cleveland, a very pretty thing. Lord 
Melvin, for ſuch ſhe always ſtiled Grey, was 

_ too 
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too effeminate,- his manners and ſpeeches 
were more ſtudied, and ſhe determined to 
take time for conſideration before ſhe decided 
in his favour. She had promiſed to meet 
him that very morning at a milliner's in 
Bond-Street, as he was rather impatient to 


learn the reſult of her interview with this 
ſecond rival, and not at all pleaſed to obſerve 


| ccol indifference in her manners, he but 


too eaſiſy accounted for from the different 
- remarks the made upon Henry, whom, 
from her deſcription, ' he began ſeriouſly 
to dread; he redoubled his uſual doſe of 
adulation, and was too ſkilful a general to 
endeavour to lower his rival in her good 
| opinion juſt then, determined to proceed 
cautiouſly, ventured to hint his wiſhes ſhe 
would accompany him to Flanders ; but 
foon found he had not choſen a propitious 
moment, they therefore parted not in a very 

Soo yy" a each other. 


— 


Stey dined, as has hon Ac men- 
| tioned, with Aſtley, and in the evening 


9 5 accident 


MYSTERTOUS WIFE, 2 g | 


accident threw the man of all others. SY 

| wiſhed to ſee in his way, and what he had 
upon reflection attributed to caprice in Lady 
Sophia, was now magnified into love for 
Henry, for much againſt his will he was 
forced to admire the man he began to hate 
moſt cordially. His friend Rereſby, who 
was of the party that evening, was in all his 
ſecrets, to him therefore, before he was 
formally introJuced to Henry, he umparted 
his doubts and fears. 


| Rereſby agreed they were very well 
founded, .d—d the old Nabob for relenting 
in favour of this proſcribed grandſon ſo 
mal- a- propos, but adviſed Grey to endeavour 
to throw Henry off his guard after ſupper, 


real opinion of Lady Sophia, and perhaps, 
if they could draw him and Aſtjey on to 
commit ſome folly, they might be fortunate 
enough to occaſion a breach between the 
former and Sir William, which, might break, 
off the intended my and drive Henry 
5 back 


by which means they might learn his 8 


to friends to the Bedford; but Grey ſoon 
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back t to ks. former obſcurity. With theſe 
generous intentions they accompanied the 


found, to his inexpreſſible ſorrow, he could 

not ſucceed in his firſt plan of making 
Henry tipſy, and the diſmiſſal of the Ladies 
was another ſevere mortification, becauſe it 
convinced Grey and Rereſby this truly for- 
midable rival was a man of delicacy and 
principle ; the former therefore now gave 
Lady Sophia Courtenay, certain her name 
would bring on ſome explanation from 
Henry; but his hopes were once more 
diſappointed, and his laſt reſource was to ſet 
7 Aſtley the example of breaking the lamps, 
in hopes they ſhould all, as very nearly _ 
proved the caſe, be carried to the watch< 
houſe. What paſſed upon that occaſion 

has been already mentioned, and Grey and | 
Rereſby had the additional mortification to 

find themſelves the only ſufferers in the end: 


ll However, the moment Grey was releaſed he 


hurried home, and wrote Lady Sophia an 


account of his ** 5 adventures, repre- 
f ſenting 
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ſenting Henry as the greateſt rake; and moſt 
unprincipled debauchee he had ever met 
with, and aſſuring her he had publicly turned 
her into ridicule, though he talked of their 
marriage as a matter concluded upon, ſtill | 
he was in love with ſome French Lady, whom 
he had toaſted in repeated bumpers, and on 
his knees; therefore if he did offer her his 
hand, ſne muſt not expect to poſſeſs his 
heart, and concluded by renewing his on 
vows in the moſt fervent manner. 


This letter _ a tor imprefiion upon 

Lady Sophia; her own remarks had led her 
to ſuppoſe Henry's heart was engaged; the 

very ſhort viſit he had. paid the preceding 
evening, and the polite indifference | with 
which he had treated her, were all corro- 
borating -proofs of the Captain's aſſertion ; 
beſides, to ridicule her among his male 
friends was too bad, and the next interview 
ſhe had with Grey reſtored him to the place 
he had for ſome time held in her heart He 
adviſed her to endeavour to make a friend of 


Mr. 


berſelf totally to Grey's advice; he arranged 


24 MYSTERIOUS Wirk. 


Mr. Cleveland in the manner ſhe aid, as has 
8. — already related, and Henry's ſituation 
greatly facilitated their plans, ſhe abandoned 


every thing, made all the neceſſary prepara- 
tions for their journey, chance again ſtood 
their friend when Sir William offered his 
. carriage, the ſcheme to obtain Henry's watch 
originated with Grey, his friend Rereſby 
condeſcended to act as valet de chambre 
upon the important occaſion, the promiſe of 
five hundred pounds the moment the bride's 
fortune was in Grey's poſſeſſion raiſed all his 
ſcruples; Grey's own ſervant, a raſcal in 
grain, before he became acquainted with his 
then maſter, gloried in being employed ia 
ſuch an undertaking, and this was the re- 

| ſpectable trio, who, by ſpecial appointment, 
met Lady Sophia about a mile from the 
high road, after ſhe had parted from Mr. 
Cleveland and Aſtley. Her Ladyſhip had 
put both her own ſervants into her ſecret, 
and from her account of Grey they expected 
a very great reward for their fidelity. The 
| Captain 


% 
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Captain ſtopped the carriage, aſſumed, as 
had been agreed upon, the name of Lord 
Irvan, to receive the Bugden poſt- boys, and 
take his dear couſin. Lord Willsford was 
gone forward to Oakley Caſtle, and he in- 
tended himſelf the honour of eſcorting her 
thither ; the poſt- boys were therefore ordered 
to turn about and proceed to Alconbury- 
Hill, the houſe the Earl always uſed: Here 
the two couſins drank tea, to allow Henry 
and Allley time to precede them through 
Stilton, and then went forward to Warnesford, 
and from thence, without ſtopping, except 
to change horſes, to Gretna-Green, The 
Knot being tied they made their appearance, 
as has been already related, at Oakley Caſtle, 
and got poſſeſſion of the draft, which had 


occaſioned this exertion of Grey's natural 


ralents at ſcheming, and intended to have left 
the Caſtle early the next morning, but the 
arrival of Henry and Aſtley had in one 
minute deprived them of all che fruits of cheir 
labour and expence. Grey's endeavours to 
n 1 8 involve + 


F 
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| tavoly e Henry in his guilt had been as un- 
ſucceſsful with his former attempts to injure 


bim, and the explanation had taken place 


reſpecting the Earl of Mordaunt, had con- 
vinced Lady Sophia ſhe had been as much 
his dupe as ſhe had endeavoured to make 
| her father theirs, it may therefore be ſup- 
poſed the dialogue paſſed between them after 
they were confined was not abſolutely free 
from mutual reproach. 7 


CHAP. 
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CHA P. II. ; 


STLEY was in Henry's room by break 

of day, and aweke him by undrawing 

his curtains. He ſtarred up, thinking it 
was Johnſtone ; but ſeeing his friend, begged 
to know what had diſturbed him ſo early ? 


« Why, I was afraid the Earl, who moſt | 
probably has not ſlept berter than myſelf,” 


ſaid Aſtley, © might be ſeized with a fit of _ 


putting his laſt night's threats into execution 
faſting, and I would not loſe the ſight for 
more money than I loſt lat night; for I 


"I > never 


2 
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never once thought of our . till 1 wis 
in bed.“ | 

« Oh! true,” aid Henry, cc PER 1 
hardly know whether you loſt, for Lady 


Sophbia's plan terminated contrary to both 


our expectations. 5 

e That is no matter,“ ſaid Aſtley, “ and 
you have certainly won; but do get up.“ 

« Why, it is hardly eight o'clock,” ſaid 
Henry, © and I do not enjoy the thoughts 
of getting up in the cold, Do let me take 
another nap.” | 

There is an excellent fire in your 
dteſſing- room,“ ſaid Aſtley. „ The houſe- 
maid would not come in here for fear of 
5 diſturbing you, ſo do not. t be ſo Fer hi 
N g « | | 


* 
NA 


F The appearance of Johnſtone induced 


Henry to comply with his friend's requeſt, 
and as ſoon as he was dreſſcd they walked 
en airs, and took a- ſtroll, as it was a 
fine clear froſty morning, in ſight of the 
Tos till the family. came down to-breakfaſt, 
| E * „ee 
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They found the ſame party they had quitred, 
over night aſſembled in one of the parlours, 


The Earl was not in near ſuch high ſpirits | 


as the preceding evening, and in anſwer to 


the uſual inquiries ſaid, “ he had not ſlept, | 


a wink for reflecting upon the iniquitous 
ſcheme he had ſo lately been made the dupe 
of. Lady Oakley ſeemed to have N 


in his want of reſt. 


Aſtley wa; an » apyortunity to draw Fry, 
to one of the windows, then ſaid, in a Whiſ- 
per, * I am afraid the old Peer will not be 
able to uſe his legs "this morning | but if he 
pokes the or; with his crurch 1 Thall be 
equally amuſed. n 


27177 f 277 * 


5 For Heaven's fike do not give the reias 
to your imagination,” faid Henry; in the 
ſame tone : * Conſider” how much Lord and 
Lady Oakley are to be pitied, and let that 
put ſome check * your 1 to 
laughter,” 


: Dy" | «i 


. 
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30 
PN will profit by your advice, my ſerious 

| fiend, ” faid Aſtley ; © but no more,” — 
| They turned to the company, making ſome 
comp ſimentary remarks upon the views they 
affected to have been admiring, and took 
| their ſeats near the breakfaſt table. Lady 
| Oakley had juſt began to make tea when 
Mr. Taylor was announced, a neighbouring 
ſu urgeon, who attended che Earl. 


„ Shew him in, ber bim in,” ſaid the 
Earl. „This fellow, Mr. Cleveland (turning 
to Henry) is as errant a goſſip as any old 
woman within twenty miles. I will be d=d 
i he has not already got hold of che pretty trick 
that has been played me, ſo is come under 
pretence of inquiring. after my health to 
pick up all he can to amuſe his patients, — 
How many times have I. told him never to 
come and torment me, except when I ſend. 
for him; but he knows I like him, and has 


certainly great * in his profeſſion.” 3 


- 
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The Earl was going. on when the door 


| opened, and a very plain decent looking 


mid le- aged man entered, bowed very re- 


| ſpectfully to all around, and then aſked IE 


Oakley how he did ? 
Never worſe,” faid the Peer, Sertiihly. | 
« Sit down, you have not breakfaſted J pre- 


ſume; what brought you thus early? 


« My wiſh to inquire after your Lordſhip” _" 
health,“ faid the ſurgeon. I have been 
confined with Lady Abernethy three whole 
days and nights; ſne would not allow me to 
ſtir out of her ſight; but to my great 


joy and relief ſhe was brought to bed of a 


fine boy at two and twenty minutes paft 
three this morning, and is in a very fairway; 
as well as the child, of doing well, and 1 


determined to pay my reſpects at . 


Caſtle before I went home.“ 
* am obliged to you for your attention,” 


ſaid the Earl, © and am glad to hear my 


neighbour is out of her troubles; hut li 
n and get your dreht. 7.401 Haor 
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_ [= k<&The ſurgeon ſeemed perfectly- acquainted 


with the humour of his patient, drew his 
chair: cloſe by the. fide of the Earl, and took 


LEY, hold of his hand. 


; „Zounds, cannot you let me get my break- 
faſt in peace, e * "909 Wy diſcontented 
0 
_«< Tam forry to find your Lordſhip ſo in- 
different this morning, ſaid the ſurgeon ; 
your pulſe ſeems rather agitated.” 
% And ſo would yours, if your" went dale 
half what I do.“ 

I am thoroughly ſenſible of your wk 
Thip's ſufferings,” ſaid the ſurgeon ; © the 
got is a very tormenting companion, and 
has got _— hold ww * 3 con- 
ſtitution. 8 

% And you are as much be with the 
YO ee eo the Ea Bos 


4 be Nurgeon ſmiled, and began his meal, 
looked round him ſeveral times, and parti- 


i at the two ſtrangers, with a ſort of 
. a wirkung 
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ſmirking expreſſion upon his countenance, 
like that an antiquated virgin aſſumes when 
talking of a wedding, The Earl perceived he 
was full of ſomething, and wiſhed to divert 
his attention from the two young men; but 
Lady Oakley rendered his wiſhes fruitlels by 
ſaying, © Let me recommend theſe , rolls, 

Mr. Cleveland, the others are e hardly warm.” 


, 


Henry complied with her Ladyſhip' ste- 
queſt, while the ſurgeon fixed his eyes upon 
him with evident marks of approbation ; 
then drawing himſelf upright in his chair, 
and aſſuming a ſort of knowing look, laid,” 
* Will your Lordſhip permit me to add my 
congratulations to thoſe you have doubtleſs 
received from your numerous friends upon 
the. late joyful occaſion, though ſo ſtrictly 
confined, I have heard of, and Pri 
in the general rejoicings.“ | 
| « No doubt, no doubt,” faid the Peer, 
beginning to beat what is vulgarly ſtiled the | 
devil's tattoo with his beſt foot: *I am 
vaſtly to be envied. I am much obliged to 
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my neighbours for the intereſt they rake in 
my family Res. 


© Lady Oakley gave a 1 a look t to 
hold his tongue, but he either did not un- 
derſtand the hint, or curioſity got the better 
of prudence, as he again ſaid ſomething to 
the Earl, which occaſioned a ſort of internal 
groan, the effort of ſtifled anger, which the 
ſurgeon interpreted very differently, ſaying, 
« That was a very ſevere ' Twinge, my Lord, 
vou cauld not conceal it.” owt 
e No, and be d—d to you,” ſaid the 
"Ewl; I only wiſh you had felt it upon 
your tongue.” 
<« 1 wiſh it was in my power, -my Lord, 
to remove all your complaints: I was in 
hopes 1 ould have found you quite gay 
| Juſt now... 
be. firkag me ſome brandy,” ſaid the Earl 
to the ſervant in waiting, © to correct my 
tea.” This was evidently ſent for to inter- 
_ - rupt the * who . « Indeed, my 
| Lord 
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Load that is very wrong, and you know it 
is very -contrary to my advice“. * 
d T do not want you to follow bud an 
example,” ſaid the Ex own od w 


The ſurgeon ſmiled, and looking, at Lady 
Oakley, faid, © His Lordſhip is very frac- | 
tious this morning; I am afraid he has had 
but an indifferent night.” | 5 

« You gueſs very right, Mr. Taylor,” 
ſaid her Ladyſhip. | 

« Oh! it 1s a dreadful diſorder,” aid te 
ſurgeon.—* Pray may I inquire how Lady 
Sophia does? I underſtand your Ladyſhip 
has enjoyed her agreeable ſociety for ſome 
days. 1 think I have tie advantage of being 
in company with Mr. Cleveland,” bowing 
to Henry, who returned the compliment : 
e hope indiſpoſition does not occaſſbn hey 
Ladyſhip's abſence from the breakfaſt table? 

« No, and be d—d. to you,” faid the 
Earl, © ſhe has no occaſion for your advice; 
eat your meal in peace I entreat, and do not 
trouble your head about what does not con- 
cern you.“ | q 


8 The 
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$1 The forgeon looked ſurpriſed, as this was 
"ſpoke in a very ſerious tone; however he 
affected to ſmile, and the Peer turned to 
_ Henry, who, between the pettiſhneſs of the 
Earl, the ridiculous looks of Aſtley, and the 
"aſtoniſhment and evident curioſity of the 
ſurgeon, had ſome difficulty to look ſerious. 
As the weather is tolerable fine for the 
__ ſeaſon, what ſay you to a ride in our environs, - 
Mr. Cleveland? There is not much to be 
Teen, but it may help you to kill time be- 
"tween this and dinner, if you have no objec- | 
tion to my propoſal.” 5 
None in the world, my Lerd;” and 
Alley, upon being applied to, made the 
a 1225 anſwer. | 


7 8 Erice, laid the Earl, you will accom- 

| "pany theſe Gentlemen, and. point out the 

moſt pleaſant rides this * of Northum- 
berland affords.“ 

* Your Lordſhip could not have allotted 

me a more agreeable taſk,” ſaid the young 

clergyman. © Tell the grooms to ſaddle 

1 three 


three horſes, Brown, my laſt new purchaſe, 
for Mr. Cleveland, one of the 'fineſt horſes 


in the —_— | am . _ "which I 


His Lordihip enced; * a oy 'wry 


face, and then ſaid, * Of riding him myſelf, - 


if he turned out very gentle, which Il am 
informed he has. 
The ſurgeon fat eating his breakfaſt in 
ſilence, but could not comprehend the mean- 
ing of theſe arrangements, longed to afk 
queſtions, but dare not give way to his 
curioſity; at laſt, however, he ventured to 
fay, «I underſtand the Biſhop of ——, who 
is upon a vilit at Sir James Grimſtone's, | 
| preaches at your church amy my 
Lord.“ 
„Well, and what of chat “ dad che 
Peer. 
1 Why, there would have been no hed 
of ſo excellent a preacher to procure a large 
audfence, I dare ſay. The idea of ſeeing the 
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- bride and bridegroom will be ſufficient to ut 
the church“. 

„Then they will all * as much Asp 
pointed as you have been this morning,” ſaid 
the Earl. N 
e Nay, my Lord, I have hs been half ſo 
you muſt allow. It is a long time ſince I 
had the honour of ſeeing her Ladyſhip, and 
J was in hopes I A5 

4 Oh! your curioſity ſhall be gratified,- = 
ſaid the Earl, interrupting him; © as ſoon as 
I have finiſhed my breakfaſt you ſhall have 
the advantage of ſeeing both bride and 
groom kicked out of the Caſtle, which will 
-afford you a moſt excellent ſtory, and having 
been preſent will add ſuch weight to your 


| tale. »» = 
« My Lord P” ſaid the ſurgeon, but made 


a fudden ſtop, not knowing how to e 


5 looking firſt at Henry, then at the Earl; 


the return of the ſervant, who had been to 
order the horſes, prevented any explanation. 
Tom. raking place. The man faid, in a heſi - 
eng 
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tating tone, The -horſe your Lordſhip 
mentioned, the new purchaſe, my Lord.“ 5 
co Well, what of him?“ ſaid the Earl, — 
« What do you mean?“ oh 

« Samuel believes he has been ſtolen, 4 
Lord,” ſaid the ſervant, © at leaſt he is not 1 
to be found, high nor low.“ 

« What d—d nonſenſe?” ſaid the Ear). 
« Did you ſuppoſe the horſe was upon the 
top of * houſe? Send Samuel here this 
moment.” | 


The 3 perfectly acquainted with 
his maſter's mild temper, had accompanied 
the groom of the chambers to-the room 
doat, and e made his appearance. 


ce What is all this = the new horſe, 
you Sir?“ ſaid the Earl. 
Indeed, my Lord, I know no more 


how it is than the child unborn, only we 
have not been able to find him, ſo I ſuppoſe . 


he has been ſtolen. I locked all the doors as _ 


uſual laſt night, and took the keys up to bed 
wi 


88 
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| 4 Lana SL Wo of os en ©; | $54 
with me; but when I came down this morn- 


ing, the firſt thing I ſaw was the hunter's 


Fable door ſanding open. I wondered how 


it could be, but ſoon found the lock had 
been forced, and the new horſe was miſſing, 


fo I immediately ſent every different way for 


— 


men I ſent are all returned, except George, 


five miles round to make inquiries; but the 


who is gone with the expreſs ; perhaps he 


=. 


may be more fortunate,” 
„ The locks being forced convinces me 


he has been ſtolen,” ſaid the Earl. “There 


| - went ninety guineas, and the fineſt horſe in 


the kingdom,which I was in hopes, — but no 


matter, what ſignifies talking of my inten- 


* 


* 


tions, I will never decide in future in the 
morning what I mean to do in the evening. 


Henry perfectly underſtood from the Earl's 


hints this horſe had been intended as a pre- 
ent for his ſon-in-law, that is for hiniſelf, 


for Grey's manners had ſo much diſguſted 
his Lordſhip, he could not find i in his heart 


| 0 beſtow the animal No him. The Earl 
f fat 
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ſat loſt in reflection for a minute or more; 


has been ſtole by one of that ſwindling raſ- 


cal's ſervants: I never once thought of them 6 


till this moment, where are they? 
« Not one of them has been ſeen, my 
2rd,” faid the groom of the chambers; 


« ſince the arriyal of Mr. Cleveland and M 
Aſtley; the ſight of theſe Gentlemens fer= 


vants put them all to flight, but no one 


ſuſpected they were gone for ſome time; at 
laſt, upon a very diligent ſearch, neither 


themſelves, nor any thing belonging" to mn 
was to be found.“ 


« Was ever any body I) with ſuch x 


a ſet of ſtupid beings as 'myſelf,” ſaid the 
Earl. « So you let all theſe-fellows'make 
their eſcape laſt night, and now, when there 
is no poſſibility of overtaking” them, I ant 


told they are gone.” 
There is nothing miſſing, my Lord; | 

faid the man, * and we thought your Lord. _ 
| wp rn not want any thing more to ven 


vou 


then turning to Henry ſaid, in a vehement 
tone, “ I would lay a thouſand guine as he 
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you laſt night. Had we ſuppoſed his had 
Nolen any thing, they would certainly have 
been purſuea immediately.“ 

Oh! you would all have acted with 
great wiſdom, no doubt,“ ſaid the Earl. — 
J only wiſh you would pleaſe to conſult 
me, and allow me to judge what is right 
or wrong in my own houſe. Now I cannot 
tell what muſt be done; however, they 
might all go to the devil if I had but my 
horſe again. Send out again, Samuel, all 
the different roads, and tell your people to 
male inquiries of every body they .meet, 
and deſcribe the horſe in every village they 
go through, and if any diſcovers which way 
he went, let them follow him till they come 
up with the villain who ſtole him, and I 
will give the one who ſecures the raſcal 


| twenty guineas. How far would and be 


able to ride the horſe ?? 

„ To Durham, for the matters of * 
my Lord, before he would give it in.“ | 

J only wiſh he may break the neck 

of. whoever has got him before he reaches 
95 * | Morpeth, 2 
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Morpeth,” faid the Earl; © or that I may 
have it in my power to hang one of the 

party at leaſt, and may I be d—d if I ſhew 
them any more N than 1 would a mad 
dog.“ 15 


331 | 


The coachman left the room, but had 
hardly ſhut the door. after him before the 
Earl gave a ſudden ſtart upon his legs, ex- 
claiming, *.Z—ds and blood, ſure the cap- 
tain of the gang has not made his eſcape?” 
| ſtriking the tea table with ſuch vehemence 
he made all the cups and fancers dance, — 
ce Confuſion overtake him, if it ſhould beſo; 
but, no, it cannot be, it is not poſſible, 1 
have got the key ſafe enough, taking it 
out of his pocket, and laying it upon the 
table, © The fellow I placed at the door 1 
could truſt with untold gold, though I ſhall - 
begin to ſuſpect every body now. The vil> - 
lain himſelf is capable of any thing, and 
might promiſe a large bribe, though Ido 
not think he has got much money: Hows 
ever I will foon be ſatisfied ; they ſhall have 
1 their 
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Yi liberty that they may have time * 
provide their Chriſtmas dinner. 1 long to 
make you witneſſes, Gentlemen, of their gay 
exit from Oakley Caſtle; I only wiſh Sir 
William was preſent. Here you, Sir,“ to 
the groom of the chambers, © take that 
key, and- go up two pair of ſtairs to the 
corner room, overlooks the back lawn, there 
you will find the precious couple, bring 
them down hither, they are in excellent 
condition for travelling on foot.” ate 2" 
The ſervant took the key, nd went to 
thy the orders he had received. During 
the laſt buſtle the ſurgeon, © whoſe curiofiry 
now exceeded all "bounds, had drawn Dr. 


Ryder to one of the windows, and as the 


one was as enger to relate as the other was 
to liſten, he ſooh learned the heads of what 
had paſſed the preceding evening. Little 
paſſed between the reſt of the company, du- 
ing the fervant's abſence. At laſt the poor 
fellow opened the door very flowly, and 
ſtepped Juſt within the room, as if fearful to 

| advance, 


— 


— 
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n and not daring to retreat, the Earl, 


whoſe natural impatience was, conſiderably! © 


heightened, called out, & Who did I ſend 


you fore Do. they * to _ Pp; | 


orders ** N lv 


«+ "Ihe gebe is not hen m Lord," | 


ſaid the man. 
„ How! What! Not Si do you 75 ? 


There is ſome treachery at the bottom of 


all this; but, by Heavens, I wil rid my 
houſe of ſuch, a pack of vermin,” 


I hope your Lordſhip will da to liſten | 


to what we have to ſay. in our own defence 
before you accuſc us all thus unjuſtly; I could 
almoſt ſwear you vil not find a ſervwante f in, 
your houſe to blame.” 

Did not you tell me the ** N 
made his eſcape, fellow?“ 

: « 80 Lady Sophia informed. me, my 
Lord, and her Ladyſhip did not chuſe to 
come down herſelf.“ 

599 Lady, Sophia told you ſo! Had * 
eyes ? T his was another manceuvre of. dire 

| I 
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” RIS MYSTERIOUS wirt, 


I ſuppoſe. You left the door open, and [ 


he is now making his eſcape.” 


Here is the key, my Lord; but T am 
'certain the Captain was not in the room 


when I opened the door. With the pre- 


cautions I took he could not have got away 


without aſſiſtance. Was that door forced as 
well as that of the ſtable ?” 

c No, my? Land, I unlocked and then 
locked it after me.” 


& Oh! you were d—d careful when there 
was nothing to loſe : Pray what need of that 
precaution? But Tome one or other of you 


has connived at his eſcape, and if I can but 


diſcover who has been thus kindly officious, 


I will ſend that perſon a packing after him 


and his accomplices. I have not a perſon. 
about me now I can place the leaſt confidence 
nin. Where is that raſcal Joſeph, of whoſe 
fidelity I had ſo high an opinion ? Where! is 


he I day?” 
« Now at the room door, my Lord; and 


no more to blame than myſelf I am certain,” 
cc Why, 
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ce Why, how the d—v—]l would you make 

me believe the fellow flew out of the win- | 
dow, crawled up the chimney, or whiſked 
through the key-hole ? and if he did not 
come out of the door, he muſt have don 
one or the other.“ N 
When I went up ſtairs, my Let; 1 
found Joſeph at the door, and he ſeemed as 
confident as your Lordſhip was, that both 
the Captain and her Ladyſhip were within. 
I found her Ladyſhip, and ſhe told me her,. 
the ſervant ſtammered, fearful the word huſ- 
band might be deemed an inſult by the 
petulant Peer; the Captain he went on, had 
made his eſcape through the window by the 
help of the ſheets, which are now tied to- 
gether to one of the bed poſts cloſe to the 
window. I looked out, hardly crediting” 
what her Ladyſhip ſaid, becauſe. I thought ir 
impoſſible he could thus have got down; but 
I ſaw the print of his feet upon the dealer 

underneath, convinced me he had jumped _ 
from a very great height, and had got o out as 
her ſaid.” : : 


m— 2 
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Would to God it had been the laſt jump 


he had ever taken, ſaid the Earl. Had 


you brought me word you had ſeen him 
laying at the bottom with either his legs, 


arms, or neck broke, I would have rewarded. 


you. Perdition overtake him. I fee the 
raſcal's drift, he is ſet off for London, and 
no doubt will arrive before Wilſon,” riſing 
half breathleſs while he was ſpeaking. — 
« Come along.” He continued. Let me 
ſee whether I have not been taken in by your 
fine account of his jump. If you have tried 
to deceive me, why you ſhall take the con- 
ſequence, that is all, I have been fincly 
bombooaled amongſt you, taking up both 
his crutches to proceed upon this expedition, 
but unluckily one of them hit againſt the ſide 
of the breakfaſt table, and made him hurt 
his foot. The unfortunate crutch was flung 
to a conſiderable diſtance, while his Lordſhip 
ſaid, “I cannot think why I embarraſs my- 
ſelf in this manner, beginning to ſtump away 
with one, ſaying to Henry and Aſtley, Do 
me the favour to accompany me, Gentlemen, 
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I in not decide merely from my o⁷n 
judgment, ſo give me your hand, on. 
and come along Dr. and you Price; but if 
I do find any of my raſcals have aſſiſted him 
in his eſcape, I will clear my houſe, that is 
all. Perhaps he might get out of the win- 
dow, but then, was it not by the means of 
a ladder? ＋ am Were to find this out. 
Lady Oakley cnn * e ö 
to flurry himſelf ſo, he would bring on a fit 
of illneſs; but he ſtumped away e 
anſwering her, leaning upon the ſurgeoa, and 
followed by the reſt of the Gentlemen, they 
proceeded 1 in this order towards one of the 
wings of the Caſtle. The old Peer made a 
full ſtop when he reached a ſort of angle 
in the building, and VIE up laid, bc Mt | 
is the window in queſtion ?? Wo." 91 


4 


They all examined thickeaier anal 3 0 


ing graſs · plot; two very deep ſoot- ſteßs | 


were viſible in the mould, but «© theſe might: 
have been made on purpoſr, ” his n 
VOL, 111. D 
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ſaids and begged © they would-look to ſee if 
they could not find the mark of a ladder; 

but no ſigns of ſuch. a thing having been 
raiſed were to be ſeen, and they eaſily, from 
the mould which laid upon the graſs- plot, 
diſcerned where the Captain ſtepped. off 
_ the, border, by the ſame means traced 
his fſootſteps to a deep haha, which 
ſeparated this part of the. pleaſure ground 
from the Park, and even, ſaw the print of 
his feet upon 4 chevaux-de-frize. paling, 
which led into one of the back courts, from 


wWhence they ſuppoſed he proceeded into the 


ſtable- yard. The old Peer did not ſtroll ſo 
far ; but Henry Aſtley and the Chaplain gave 
im their report of what they had ſeen, and 
declared it was their opinion the Captain 
had- made his eſcape ſolus, therefore the 
ſervants ought. to be acquitted, as the 
height of the window by no means rendered 
ſuch a thing 1 ible; a- pair of ſheets 
were very long, and Grey was very light, 
the Peer agreed * it was very poſſible, and 
| , 1. theirs 'differc at. remarks, very: we 


ee. 
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bot tin thought it was a very Sten pity be = 
had not broke his neck. e HOG 1 1 


Aſtley told his Toordtthp, (te ewenty' "Wk 
ſand pounds were at ſtake; and Mr. Grey 
thobght the ſum worth the riſk he had ran. 
The Peer longed very much now to know 
what time the Captain had made this daring 
attempt; if ſoon after he had locked him up? 
Wilſon could not have taken any" great ad- 
vance upon hit; and began now to reflect. 
Grey was at leaſt twenty years younger, 
more accuſtomed to riding, and much more | 
likely" to bear the fatigue of ſo long a jour- 4 
ney: However, as no ſteps could how be A 
taken to impede his progreſs, they all re- 
turned into the houſe, and informed. Lady 3 
Oakley of the diſcoveries they had made. 3 
The Peer, then locking a at the ſervant, who, 
was removing the breakfaſt things (and very 
happy, no doubt, to find every circumſtance” 
corroborated with the ſtory he had told) faid, 
* Go up ſtairs again, and Yee Lady Sophia 

8 to 


8 MYSTERIOUS Wirk. 


. ants came down in my name; if ſhe, refuſes 


bring her upon your back, and ate haſte,” 'S 


Abi Lady Oakley burſt into tears, and 
entręated * his Lordſhip would remember the 
imprudent young creature was their daughter, 
and had been induced to act fo baſe, a part 
by a vile wretch, capable of the moſt atrocious 
actions, to gain his on ends. 1 b 
% Do not tell me, Lady Oakley,” ad 
he, « 1 ſay ſhe is ten times more to blame 
than the fellow. She plotted to deceive her 
parents, and all her neareſt and beſt friends, 
while he was merely taking in a ſet of 
ſtrangers, whom he had never heard of per- 
baps before he ſaw her ; therefore every ſen- 
ſible perſon muſt ſee, her conduct in an in- 


s 


- -finitely worſe light than his. If the had not 


been a very forward young jade ſuch a low 
fellow would never have Gared to have ad- 
dreſſed her. She muſt have let him into all 


our family affairs, and moſt likely aſſiſted him 


vWwith money to put their vile plan into exe- 


"ow, which, very probably originated in 
| bowl 
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herſelf, She accepted Sir William Cleve. | 
Jand's carriage merely to carry on the decep- 
tion they intended to put in practice, obtained 
Mr. Cleveland's watch by a pretty ſtroke of 
fineſſe, merely to facilitate their deſign; alto- 
gether ſhe has been infinitely more acceſſary 


in deceiving me than the man ſhe has choſen | 


for her protector through life. I have not 
common patience when I refle& upon the 
part ſhe has acted, and has ſhe not af- 
ſiſted him in his eſcape, in hopes he will 
be able to get poſſeſſion of the money they 
obtained by ſuch unwarrantable means ; but 
ſhould the villain ſucceed in the attempt, 1 
ever ſhe ſets eyes upon him again by his 
| own conſent, why 1 will allow you, and every 
body elſe, to fay W _ fool 
that ever exiſted,” . 


en 
1 the Peer ea his propherte 
ſpeech, Lady Sophia made her appearance, | 
dreſſed as ſhe was over night, it was therefore 
evident ſhe had not been in bed. Her eyes 
were very much ſwelled, but her tears ſeemed 
D3 to 
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to have ce more by the Gilure 

of her plan and recent diſappointment, ' than 
by ſorrow for the part ſhe had acted, as 
e looked ſulky, and ſeemed determined 
to brave her father's anger. — The Gen- 
Yemen | all aroſe 1 her entrance, which 
offended the Peer, and they were alb te- 
quited for their politeneft, as ſhe took no 
art of notice of any body, flung herſe!f 
into the neareſt chair, and ſeemed reſolved 
to * ber dom in allen ſilence. 


x His Lorddip waved th hand for 4 fer- 
ang; who had followed her Ladyſhip'in, to 
heave the room, and thus addreſſed *. 
in an ironical tone: . Lady Melvin, pray do 
me the favour to an{wer a few queſtions, I 
mean to put to you with ſincerity, if you 
have not abſoluteiy forgot how to ſpeak the 

| truth. bs Her Ladyſhip made np anſwer, 

2 Do not provoke me, girl, ſaid the Peer, 
e Jeſt I proceed to eme dn an my" 
vin, Are 50 aer 1 Wb 


' 


enn 


18 
.* 
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_« ] am, my Lord,” vas her Ladyſhip's. 


anſwer. *The ceremony was performed at 


Gretna-Green, the day before we arrived 
bere.“ \ * £4 


how and When. did your precious huſband 
make his eſcape ?“ 


« 'Your Lordſbip has ere this — 


how,“ ſaid her Lady ſhip. « As to what time 
it might be I cannot ſay, as we had no 


W 


N N 


light. He merely deſired me to tell your 
Lordſhip no man ſhould confine him agaitiſt - 


his will with impunity, and could I with any 


fafery have accompanied him in his fight, 
he would not have left me in your houſe.” 


« vill be d—d if he cared where tie 722 | 


you, ſo he did bur get rid of you,” ſaid the 
Earl, © if he ſhould not get the money L 


know- he is gone in queſt of ; he may, for 
the ſake of your ten thouſand pounds, e- 


turn, and claim you as his wife. I do not ſup- 


“am perſectiy ſatisfied. Now,. * 67? 


poſe he told you. fo, but I do. I only wiſh _. 


there were ſtill convents in England, you. 


ſhould ſoon ſee the inſide. of one. As I am 
ns deprived 
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[deprived of ſuch a reſource, till J have de- 
cided where I mean to place you, return 

EN; into the room from whence you came, where 
: _ you ſhall breakfaſt, dine, ſup and ſleep, for 
© _  .the preſent, and the window ſhall be ſcrewed 
down to prevent your making uſe of the 
ſheets as your lord and maſter did, and 1 
hope folitude and reflection will bring you to 
2 proper ſenſe of the enormity of the crime 
you have been guilty of. Lady Oakley, be 
. 1o. obliging as to ſee the bride to her apart- 
ment, and put her under the care of one of 
the maids you can depend upon. As for 
the impudent ſlut who aſſiſted in the pretty 
trick, if ſhe has not yet left the houſe, 
© deſire the ſteward io turn her out, and let 

© er, ſend to me for a character.. 


Lady Oakley aroſe, drying her eyes, and 
|  beckoned to her truly unfortunate daughter 
to follow her. The moment they had left 
tze room, the Earl aſked Henry, © if there 
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was any chance, in his opinion, * Grey's | 


getting t che money? 


rr — 


After a en moments ee Henry 7 
faid, © © If Wilſoa never ſtopped upon the 


road, but made the beſt of his way, in the 
manner his Lordſhip had ordered, he muſt 
be in London the next morning before the 


banking houſe would be open; therefore if . 


Grey ſhould get any advance upon him it 
would be of little conſequence, becauſe he 


could not pay away a draft of ſuch value; 
there was not a doubt now who had taken N 


the horſe, but he ſaw no chance of his jour- 
ney's anſwering the deſired end. .** Well, "8 
it only pleaſes God the raſcal ſhould kill him» 
ſelf in the emp I hall be conſoled for all 
my misfortunes.” ſaid Lord Qakley- 


A long deſultory debate now cpſucd be 5 


tween him and Dr. Ryder. The young, men 
and Mr. Price took a walk; and the ſurgeon. 
took his leave, eager, as the Earl had gueſſed, 


to be the firſt to propagate this, range. 


adyenture among his patienta. 


* - p "oy 


* - 
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- CHAP. IV. 


* 
. 
A o . a * 7 
2 


Pm E MER which Lord Onlley had 
diſpatched, met Sir William and Mr. Manſel 
at Morpeth ; indeed the groom, unwilling to 
over fatigue his horſe, waited their arrival at 
that place. Lady Almeria, when the moment 
came, could not reſolve to leave her children, 
and Sir William did not make a point of her 
accompanying them, therefore ſet out te- d- 
tate with her huſband on the day appointed, 
and reached Morpeth between welve and one 
on the 24th.' Lord Oakley's letter was im- 


mediately 3 to 5 Manſel; the. 
| contents 


— (3 # x ©, "i 
* #4 : . 4 


3 # 4 
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contents aſtoniſhed him exceſſively, and made 
him dread to communicate the intelligence 
to the Baronet ; but he had no akernative,. 
though he expected this adventure would: 
occaſion a total breach between the Earl 
and Sir William, and nothing ſhort of a. 


| forecloſure of the heavy mortgage upon the 
Oakley eſtate : However, willing to avert. 
ſuch an alarming proſpe& as far as.laid in 
his power, he began to prepare Sir William- 
by degrees for ſomething of a very ſcrious: 
nature, went ſo far from the point, and talked; 
ſo much about reſignation to the Divine 
Will, and the deep affliction of the Earl and: 
Lady Oakley, that the poor old Nabob+ - 
dreaded to hear the confirmation. of the 
dreadful ſuſpicions he began to form, that 
his darling Henry, this truly idolized grand. 
ſon, had either met with ſome dreadful acci- 
dent, or was already ho more: In a tone 
therefore ſcarcely audible from the violence 
of his emotion, he entreated Mr... Manſel! 
would relieve his mind, the worlt certainty 


Was — to ſuch horrid ſuſpenſe... Mr. 
D. 6. n 
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3 Manſel, now really frightened at the effect of 


his wiſe e haſtened to relate the 
real truth. 


* 


ol « The Lord be praiſed,” ſaid the Baronet, 
wiping his face, how could you terrify me 
ſo peedlefsly, Mr. Manſel ? Thank Heaven 
| my Henry is well, and, like myſelf 1 ſup- 
: Poſe, he is rather ſurpriſed, and probably, in 
5 ſome reſpects, diſappointed; however, as it 
was to oblige me, he paid his addreſſes 
| to Lady Sophia, I muſt now endeavour 
to make him all the amends in my power 
for the diſagreeable adventure I have ex- 
$ poſed him to, As for Lord and Lady Oakley 
they. are no more to. blame than you are, 
Mr. Manſel, and truly to be pitied. I am 
very ſorry, "really grieyed, to think Lady 
Sophia has been ſo blind to her own adyan- 
tage and her father's intereſt, though God 
i forbid I ſhould take any advantage of 
_- ; her raſh ſtep; I have given Lord Oakley 
3 ſufficient proofs of my. friendſhip; I cer- 
3 N might have Picked and choſen for my 


222 | o 754 grandſon 


” 
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grandſon among the firſt of oE Nobility, 


tageous offers for Mr. Cleveland; but I gave 
my old friend's daughter the preference. 

But reflections upon the paſt are of little 

avail, we will proceed to Oakley Caſtle, as 
wiſh to convince the Earl and Lady Oakley 
of the part I take in their misfortunes z- but 
I muſt entreat you would allow me to detain 
you for an hour; I wiſh to diſpatch. an ex- 
preſs merely to put a ſtop to ſome orders 
I gave when I left London.“. 


* 
FP * 
= * * 3 


Mr. Manſel, highly pleaſed to find the 
Baronet. bore the total diſappointment of 
his hopes with ſo much apparent ſang froid, 

aſſured him he was perfectly at his com- 


nay, have had ſeveral infinitely more advan- "*% 


mand; pen and ink were therefore ordered, 3 


and the Baronet began his letter. 


= 


I may ONE ſeem 8 * g 2 


William, who had hitherto ſeemed fo much | © 


bent bun this alliance with the Oakley 
3 | | . WR. 
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| family; ſhould learn the total overthrow of 
his hopes and ambitious ſchemes, at the mo- 
ment he expected they were upon the point 


of being realized, without betraying rather 


more anger, or at leaſt impatience; to ac- 


count for this (conſidering the general tenor 


of Sir William's character) extraordinary 
event, we muſt return to the day on which 
Henry left London. In the courſe of that 
morning a Scotch Earl, with whom the 


25 Baronet had lately became acquainted, called 
at Cleveland Houſe. This Nobleman was 


of a very antient family, exceſſively rich, 
and had only one daughter, the ſole heireſs. 
of his immenſe property, and who at his 
death would be a Counteſs in her own right; 
this young Lady was now juſt turned of: 
_ fourteen, Unfortunately the Earl was very 
much addicted to gaming, and as he could. 
neither alienate, nor even mortgage his 


family eſtate, was ſometimes very much puz- | ' 


zled to. raiſe money to acquit his debts of 


honour. - This happened- to be the caſe at- 


the very moment; indeed he waited upon 
the 


* 


nn OO” Y Se... a +4 
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adi Baronet, in hopes of obtaining a preſent - 
ſupply he was very much in need of. After 
the firſt OM the * lad, x 

=. 80 7 lad your elegant 3 has lf 
London, Sir William? a very fine young 


fellow, upon my ſoul; but poſitively you 


have not matched him properly, Sir William. 


What is ten thouſand pounds, or even double 


that ſum? Surely you ſhould have looked 
out for. an heireſs at leaſt. Why he has 
turned the heads of * our y young . 


of faſhion.“ 
c The reverſion of the a title was 
what tempted me to come into the propoſals 


the Earl made me, my Lord,” faid the 


Baronet, highly flattered, © elſe 1 know 
Henry might have looked higher.“ : 
« But that may not be ſo eaſily obtained, 
my good friend,” ſaid the Earl. * The Man- 
fels may ſecure that, there is no knowing. 
Why did not you chuſe a Counteſs in her 
own Tight for Mr. Cleveland, and one would 
4 have 5 
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have brought him a fortune ſufficient to ſup- 


* her br hang ? . nt for pp 1 


- ? 


Sir William $ eyes os ſparkled with joy, every 
advantage annexed to this ſplendid alliance 
inſtantly ruſhed upon his mind, and, without 

conſidering how far he had engaged Henry 

with Lady Sophia, he ſaid, — © But your 
daughter is very youngy ur kund“ el 36. 

She is in her ſixteenth year, ſaid the 

Earl, and as tall now as A RE 

daughter-in-law.” | 
*« Zounds, why ſhe will ſoon be marriage- 

able,” ſaid the Baronet. How ſorry: I am 
matters have gone ſo far mn the Qakley 
| family.” * | FAY 

Rh. Why, . grandſon is is not "wid 

yet, faid the Earl, wy, if his heart. IS 

not violently engaged - 

* I am convinced ha is not che oaks, 

; ſaid the Baronet, begging pardon. for his 

| interruption. 

I's « No apologies, my. good friend. T hen 

| vou may be * young fellow a real 

ſe. v. ce 


great merit of allowing him to give up Lady 
Sophia; the Earl dare not be offended, and 
thus it was ſettled, it may be proper-though 


they parted, and in return promiſed to make 
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* ſhould you. break off this intended 
match. I ſhould glory in having him for. a 
ſon-in-law, and Agnes may certainly diſpute the - 


palm of beauty with Lady Sophia Courtenay, 
and as for a title I have ſome intereſt you 
know, Sir William, and it ſhall all be exerted 
in your grandſon's favour ; therefore, before 
he is three months older, you ſhall ſee him 
a Baron Lord; be will riſe of courſe in a 


| few years to the next dignity, | and his 


marriage with Agnes will give him preten- | 
ſions I promiſe. to ſee ratified to an Earldom. 
In ſhort, every thing was almoſt agreed 


upon between them. — Sir William pro- 


miſed to conſult his grandſon the moment 
he reached Oakley Caſtle, and to make a 


to add, the father of Lady Agnes obtained 
the large ſum he wanted of the Baronet before 


over ten thouſand a year to his daughter on 
her 9 it may therefore be ſup- 
poſed 
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poſed the Baronet was not very much affected 
by Mr. Manſel's communications, and as he 
r teſolved to let the Earl of Macleven know 
how kindly fortune had interpoſed in their 
favour, he wrote him an exact account of 
the preſent ſtate of affairs at Oakley Caſtle, 
and aſſured him he now looked forward with 
the utmoſt impatience to an union between 
Lady Agnes and his beloved grandſon. As 
ſoon as he had finiſhed his letter he diſpatched 
it expreſs to the Earl, and as it now grew too 
late for Mr. Manſel and bimfelf to think of 
reaching Oakley Caſtle by the uſualdinner hour, 
- they agreed to take that meal at Morpeth, and 
Proceed to the Caſtle in the evening. During 
their afterhoon's drive Sir William was buſied 
in Feyolving diffexent plans for the enſuing; 
een 1.30) Agnes would not be 
marriageable before the expiration of that 
period, and at laſt he decided, if Henry had 
no objection to the propoſal (for he was now 
determined to indulge him in every reſpect, 
| by weak * Le him ſome amends for 
1 9 | av e is. 


wa 
— 
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his recent mortification) to go abroad for 
the time, which would anſwer many purpoſes; 
he began to fancy his on health upon the 
decline, and thought a fe months ſpent In 
the South of France would be of infinite 
ſervice to him, the variety of ohjects would 

amuſe Henry, and keep his heatt diſengaged = 
till his return, not having an ĩdea be would | 
think of ting a ae His a- 


yt Mr. Mayſel, . | attributed them q 
very different motives, and tried very anxi- 
ouſiy- to convince him hom möch more 
Lady Sqaphia's imprudent choice, than he 
and Mr. Cleveland would have their unſor- 

fixed, while his grandſon, at liberty to male 
another cee . _ a much 

20 . woman. 1 vine non . . 
n n f * | TAO 2; 9-79 en 
| Sir William 1 hiv\ turn aſſured: him he 
perſedly acquitted Lord and Lady Oakley, 


and ee were very much to be pitied. 
0 S 


diſoovered when he ſent off the expreſs, there- 


— 
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They arrivedat the Caſtle about ſeveno'elock, 
before the company had left the eating par lour, 

and Sir Willſam ſoon far Lord and Lady 

- Oakley's heart at eaſe, at leaſt as far as laid in 

his power, and tried to convince Henry by 

huis looks how ſorry he was he had expoſed 
him to ſuch a reception, and to become the 
dupe of ſuch an artſul young woman, while 


Mr. Nlanſel expreſſed bis regret; the clan- 


deſtine correſpondence between Lady Sophia 
and the "Captain had been carried on 
during her Ladyſhip's reſidence in lis 


houſe, Lord Oakley now: mentiohed the 


Captains. vecent eſcape, which had not been 


ſioꝛre the groom who had carried it, not having 
received any inſtructions, had made no in- 
aquiries, either concerning the Captait or the 
hborſe it was ſuppoſeu he had made off with, 
the Baronet only hoped the villain would 
not get the money, and Mr. Manſel ſaw no 
likelihood of that, if Wilſon proceeded! with- 
dut delay, becauſe as no banking-houfe 
would be open by the time he arrived, and 
l | | | he 


7 
2 
\ 
[ 
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he. could make himſelf immediately rien | 
to his clerks, the Captain ſtood no ſort of 
chance of ſucceeding in this point. 


.« ] only dread the ſellow's art and con- 
trivance,” ſaid ; the Earl; „rather than fail - 
he will purchaſe a brace of piſtols at che firſt 


e WH town he goes through, turn highwayman, and = 
e blow W. ilſon's brains Out; he has already run 

che riſk. of his neck in his deſcent from a 

n perate, and I do think be will venture kiss 
lite for ſuch a ſum of money. Theſe kind 

e of conjectures, and a more detailed account 
of the over night's ſcene, filled up the con- 
verſation till ſupper. Sir Willam was in wo 
l behaviour, and could not help obſerving, in 
2 an exulting tone, © he inherited all his brave 

| WH father's ſpirit. The Earl had inquired ſeve- 
aal times during the courſe. of the evening if 
„any of the people who had been ſent out 

. were returned? and about ten the coach 

; man made his appearance, and as ſoon as he 

| | oe was 
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Was within hs! door ſaid; while his bote. 

nance expreſſed his joy, © Joe is returned, 
my Lord, and has . back the” new 
ae 
66 1 am very glad 0 hear itz e faid the 
Earl he is 1 where did he 
„finn 
ee At Wenden my 2. Faith, be 
bas made pretty good haſte to return ſo 
ſoon; a Gentleman left the horſe there and 
I have examined him ſince he came home, 
and do not find he is very much hurt, rather 
titedꝰ or ſo,/ and. has been very hard rode; 
bot I warrant me a few hot maſhest and a 
little reſt, will ſoon ſet him to rights again. 
So mich: the better,“ ſaid the Earl; 
ee hut ſend Joe in, 1 wiſh to hear wor 0 
fromthe gelt hand k ite le | 

Stet l ils b Minn en 206% 25 | 

The cochmat baer but as he was re- 
tiring ſaid; „Two of the other men were 
returned; but as they had not met with 
Joe's luck, he had not let his NP 
e eee eee 6 1625] 2a 


* 


* 


h 


* © W ſy Ys 
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„Why, they could not all have found the- 
horſe, ſaid the Earl; OP and do as 5 
deſi red. rt. | 

S014 4011 

The . ſaid NEO 450 lef the 
room, and in a few minutes a lad _ | 
eighteen came in. 145 


\ 


ce Now, Joe,” ſaid the Eat, cc heath 
where you found the horſe,” .. 

« At the great inn upon the Market Place 
at Newcaſtle, my Lord. I inquired! firſt at 
Alnwick, and then at Morpeth; there 1 
found George and brown Beſs as Mr. Wilſon 
had left, and which he had meant to have 
led home; ſo having got a little ſcent from the 
turnpike (olks, I told George as how he ſhould... 
lead the horſe I had came upon home again,, 
and that I would go forward upon brown Beſs, 

as your Lordſhip. had ordered me to go on 

to London, if ſo be I could not find Impe- 
rator ſooner ; ſo when I got to Neweaſtle 1 
happened to ſtop at the very place where he 
had been left; * when I d to make 


4 * 


d * 
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= Fn of a thief himſelf, your Lordſhip's 


oY my inquiries,” the oſtler -aſked me if the 
' horſe I wanted was not a dark game colour, 


with a ſort of letter marked in his forehead; 
fo I knew as how immediately it was Impe- 


db, ad told the man be had been ſtolen | 


out of your Lordſhip's ſtable.” LAI oY 
0 e what time was he left at Newcaſtle => 


« — two and Free this wording, 


B+ my Lord, « the oſtler told me, and upon 
my ſaying he had been ſtolen, faid, « To 


be ſure his rider had not ſpared for horſe- 


_ -- fleſh; but he never ſaw ſo ſmart a thief in his 


life; nor any body ſo drefled for riding, for 
he had neither boots nor ſpurs, ſo borrowed 


| a2 pair of the poſt-boy who went forward 
wijͤch him, and a jacket to ride in, and ticd 
uß his own. coat in a handkerchief for the 
boy to carry, becauſe he would not leave it 
behind him. Oh! but 1 forgot to tell your 

Lordſhip he deſired the ſtable folks to take 
great care of Imperator, and ſaid he belonged 


to you, my Lord, and that he was come in 


Ow 


— 
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ſteward, who had robbed you of I cannot | 
tell how much money, and fo faid as how _ 
when your Lordſhip had diſcovered this man 


was gone off, he ſtopped for nothing, but I 


| jamped upon the firſt horſe he could find, 
and forgot his. boots, ſpurs, whip, and every _ 
thing, fo he had the deſt horſe in their ſtable, | 
for they really thought as how he was in 
put ſuit of Mr. Wilſos, whom he deſcribed, 
and aſked how long he had been gone thro”, 
with ever ſo many more queſtions, and gave 
the man hall a crown, and as he had taken . 


ſpecial care of our horſe, IL gave him an- 


other, becauſe 1 thought Ager, Lad 
would not be angry.” 

e You acted very ficht, my it 5 id the 
Earl. „Tou inquired what road he took?” © 
« Oh! he went for London, my Lord, 
and alot burſt the horſe he went forward 

upon,” 
« And, Wilſon, did you inquire what time 
he was there: 2 0 


4 


: . +. 
Vol. III. k 


DA 


* 


„ About. 


. 


\. 


was, my Lord, « and * ſeemed to be in as 
| great haſte as he was.“ 


' a, poſt-chaiſe?” 


Jo did not wonder at his hurry.” 


his neck; it will be a very fortunate thing 


turned out ſo fortunate. Conjectures of 
what Captain Grey's preſent ſcheme was 


* up the time till midnight, when the 
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e About two hours before the Captain 


« Did he go forward on horſeback, or in 


ee He had the very beſt horſe i in their 
Dable, my Lord, a famous old hunter, be- 
cauſe he was known ; but when the Captain 


got there, and told a pack of his lies, they 
all believed he had robbed your, Lordſhip, 


Providence is kind ſometimes,” ſaid the 
Earl; „“ ſure in God the villain will break 


for the world in general. Here is five gui- 
neas for you, Joe, and one a piece for your 
fellow ſervants; who have not been ſo ſuc- 
ceſs ful. 5 


e 9 
% 


joe ad nid. took the money, and re- 
tired, highly pleaſed his ride to Newcaſtle had 


company 


8 
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company ſeparated. Sir William coca 
Henry would accompany him into his drei. 


ling room; the moment they were alone 


the Baronet began to expreſs his regret at - 


having pitched upon ſo artful a young woman 


for his wife, but aſſured him he would act 
with more caution in future ; the next Lady 
he ventured to recommend ſhould unite a 
few more advantages than Lady Sophia | 


Courtenay could boaſt of: But I know, my 


dear Henry, he continued, you merely con 
ſented to this match to oblige me, and, be- 
lieve me, I am truly ſenſible of the deference 
you paid in this, nay in every inſtance, to 
my wiſhes ; but you ſhall now take time to 


| look about you: I was infinitely too pre- 


cipitate in this choice; you are very young, 
as you have often very juſtly obſerved, thete- 
fore a year or two hence will be time enough - 
for you to think of marriage. My friend- 
ſhip for Lord Oakley, and his, in many 


reſpects, generous offers, induced me, in 


compliance with his wiſhes, rather to preſs 


OOTY but I am really, in ſome re- 


E 2 N 
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ſped, very A happy you are. ſo rn | 


- fixed from your recent engagements ; we 


will ſpend 3 Heek at the Caſtle, elſe Lord 


Oakley might ſuppoſe us deeply affected by 
bis daughter's playing the fool, or that we 
were offended, which would be equally ab- 


_ .Jurd, as he and Lady Oakley merely excite 


my compaſſion, and Lady Sophia my con- 
tempt; then 1 do think, if you have no 
2 5 we vill take a trip to Montpelier 

or rhe. remainder of the winter. | 

Henry was eher ſurpriſed to "Wd 
- ſoch a ſudden alteration in his grandſather's 
. ſentiments, and to find he hore what he 
| thought would have proved a, very great 
diſappointment with the indifference of a 
ſtoic, by no means gueſſing the plan he had 
in agitation. | His looks convinced Sir Wil- 
liam how much he approved. of all he, had 
ſaid, and particularly of bis leſt propoſal ; 


while Henry aſſured him he ſhould accom- 


pany him wherever he, choſe with. the utmoſt 


Pleature, The: celighted, Baronet ,could al- 
moſt 


N 1 


7 8850 | | "LY 
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moſt have embraced him for this freſh bn | 

of his affection and complaifance, and took” 

his leave of him for the night with every 

render expreſſion, then went to bed, exulting 7 
in this beloved e and his ere bril- EL 
lant proſpects, | : 


< = 
N 28 7 
n 1 


Lon three 1 "ey pass very . 

tolerably, Lady Sophia never appeared; und 

the Gentlemen ſpent their time in ridiye,” 

walking, and playing at billiards: Henry | 

rode the Peer's famous horſe as ſoon as he 

Was . recovered from the fatigug he 
E 3 | had 


* 4 


: 
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had undergone, and on being aſked his 
opinion of him at dinner, aſſured his Lord- 
ſhip , © he deſerved all the praifes he had 
beſtowed upon him, and as for himſelf he 
had never ſeen his equal in point of figure, 

nor ever rode ſo gentle and pleaſant a crea- 
ture.“ . | 

« Then pray, my dear young friend,” 
faid the Earl, « do me the favour to accept 
him, I really bought him upon your account, 
and ſhall be feriouſly burt if you refuſe ſo 
| rifling a mark of my friendſhip.” T 


Henry, truly flattered by this offer, ac- 
cepted it without any heſitation, to the great 
joy of the Earl, who was grown in common 
with all his acquaintance very much attached 
io him. On the fourth day the Earl, nay 
all the party, began to be ſeriouſly, alarmed 
3 due ſafety of Wilſon, and his Lordſhip 
determided, if he did not return in the courſe 
of the following day, to ſend another ſervant 
in ſearch of him; but juſt as the family were 


going to fit down to dinner he arrived; had 
be N come 


— 


% 
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come in the Edinburgh mail to Alnwick, 
and had hired a horſe there to bring him 
home. He was ordered to make his appear- 


ance the moment the Earl heard of his re- 


turn, who ſaid, „ Thank God, he is alive | 
at all events. 18 


The man bowed the moment he entered, 
but his countenance convinced everyone pre- 
ſent he had been unſucceſsful,. and the Peer 
inſtantly exclaimed, © Confound the raſcal, 
I ſee he has got the money. Where the 
devil have you been all this time, Wilſon ?* 
« Excuſe me, Sir William, we ſhall have 
the dinner get cold: I cannot. think why I 
ſent for you juſt now; but you loitered upon 
the road, I know you did, for we calculated 
how long you ought to have been, and you 
certainly might have arrived in, time.“ 
« It is not fair, my Lord,” faid Sir Wil- 
liam, © to pronounce ſentence before. you 
have heard what Mr, Wilſon has to ſay, 


* — 


„* 
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et Very dun, Sir William, I am a ©” "0 
| headedoldfellow; but I ſee by his Hooks the 
money is gone.” 
hy 1 ſilence now prevailed, Wilſon ad- 
._- vanced another ſtep or two, perfectly 
acquainted with his maſter's gentle temper, 
he had kept out of the reach of his 
crutch, and turning to the Baronet, ſaid, 
« You are willing to allow me a fair trial, 
Sir William : I affure you I am not to blame, 
1 did all-i in my power, my. Lord,” turning 
do his maſter, but was not a N for Capt, 
e e 


LE 
" SE WJ 


0 Tbere, by Gd. ſaid the Peer, 
flamping his crutch, © have not I ſaid fo 
all along, nay, I thought he would murder 
you rather than not ſucceed ; but go on. — 
Z- ds the dinner will be cold, I ſay go on. 

Tour Lordſhip knows better than I do you 
the Captain came to purſue me.” 
WM Yes—yes, and be d—d to him, I know 
that well enough; but leave the room, go, 
you ſeem fatigued, take ſomething to refreſh 
b yourſelf; 


ww A 
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| yourſelf ; I know enough for the-preſent; the 
dinner is half ſpoiled already, :through' my 
| haſte to hear what you had to ſay. Come, 


Gentlemen, let us begin, and do you come 


and tell us your ſtory by and bye: I willfend. 
for you. I am certainly too haſty: at times, 
Sir William; but I will try to correct my- 
ſelf.“ | Ok 269 Fant as: 


The ſervant retired, ' and the company 
began their meal. The old Peer had loſt his 
appetite, and as ſoon as the deſert was put 
upon the table Sir William adviſed his 
Lordſhip to hear Mr. Wilſon's ſtory; he 
was thereſore ſent for, and his Lordſhip 
having come to. a reſolution not to give way 
to paſſion, he thus began: I never ſtop- 
ped, my Lord, except to change. horſes, 
and rode poſt as much as I could till I 
reached Alconbury-Hill, and there I onl7 
eat a mouthful while the horſes were putting 
to, convinced J ſhould be in town before 
any of the banking houſes were open in the 
morning. I. had proceeded about ſix miles 
OR E 5 farther 
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| take ng my journey, when I 'was hopped 

by two men on horſeback ; I found they 

= Enev/ the poſtillion, but for ſome time took 
them for robbers, ull- they deſired the boy 
10 turn about. He obeyed their orders in 
ſpite of my  remonſtrances, while they both 
alighted, and tying their horſes to the back 
. . of the chaiſe got into it, to prevent me from. 
making my eſcape, they ſaid. Not knowing 
"what they meant, I told them who I belonged: 
to, and that I was going to London upon 


bauſineſs of the utmoſt importance; in ſhort, 


omitted nothing I thought likely to induce 
them to allow me to proceed on my journey; 
but they ſwore a very handſome reward was 
offered for my apprehenſien, ſo it was uſe- 
Jeſs to endeavour to talk them out of their 
purpoſe, for back I ſhould go,. and face the 
Gentleman who had ſent them after me, 
becauſe they ſhould like to hear what LI 
mould ſay for myſelf in his preſence. Thus, 
my Lord, was I forced back to Alconbury- 


_ Hill, which is a lone houſe. No, maſter, nor 


in ſhort any body could I meet with who 
ſeemed 
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ſeemed 1 to poſſeſs common ſenſe, and, to 
prevent me from diſturbing the company in- 
the houſe, theſe two fellows took me into a 

back room, where they ſat as centinels over” 
me, poſitively refuſing ta read the letter 1 
was the bearer of, (which, upon. this urgent 
occaſion, I took; the liberty to open) and 
repeatedly, fwearing,, with the moſt bitter 
| oaths, I: ſhould: ſtay; where. I. was till the 
Gentleman, who had promiſed them the re- 
ward, returned, and he had taken the other 
road, having aſſured them he was too well: 
acquainted with my cunning to ĩmagine I had 
| taken the Bugden road. Your Lordſhip-- 
bos, there are two roads to Eondon join: 
| near this inn, the one goes through Hunting-- 
don and Errington, the other through Bug- 
den and Biggleſwade; and this Gentleman 
ua certain E had taken the former; notwith- 
ſanding the orders I had given the poſtil- | 
hon, becauſe it was the neareſt, he therefore- , 
cChoſe to take that: himſelf, and thus was Ti 
- detained for: near: three hours till .the-poſt-- 
das had accompanied this ſtranger, xe» 
| E.6, turned, 5 


ow : * 
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| turned, and informed my gaolers he had rode 
as faſt as his horſe could carry him to Er- 
rington, where he had taken a poſt- chaiſe 
and four, and proceeded with the utmoſt 
expedition to London, becauſe, if he did 
but get there in time, he had told him he 
could prevent a great deal of miſchief L 
might be able to do, and had deſtred, if the 
two men, who had taken the other road, 
were fortunate enough. to come up with me, 
they would detain me till they heard from 
kim, and might depend upon receiving the 
promiſed reward. Phe remarks I made upon: 
this information ſtaggered: my gaolers, as IL 
threatened them very ſeverely, aſſuring them 
your Eordſhip would have them puniſhed 
for having. detained me thus unjuſtly, and 
from tho de ſeription they now gave me of 


. _ _ the perſon H, ͤ Had purſued me, I had very 


- Hittle doubt of its being Capt. Grey. He had: 
arrived at Aleonbury- Hill about ten minutes 
| after I had leſt that place upon a foaming. 
horſe, and ſaid he was in purſuit of the Earl 
* l s ſteward, who had robbed: his 
5 dof -. maſter. 


of "as 
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maſter of notes and caſſi to an immenſe 
amount, and was now upon his road to Lon- 
don, in hopes of receiving money for the 
notes before any alarm could be given, and 
this was what he was endeavouring to pre- 
vent, and to ſecure the villain if poſſible, 
and he offered the men; WhO came in queſt 
of me five hundred pounds, for, from his 
deſcription of me, the people at Alconbury 
Hill were convinced J was the perſon he 
meant, and were eager to ſecure ſo valuable 
a prize: However, my Lord, having now 
had but little diffreulty to convince them ef 
their error, I was once more ſuffered to 
depart ; but owing: to this unfortunate affair, 
though I made every exertion, I did not 
arrive in Lombard-Street till paſt. eleven 
o' clock, and found the money had been 
paid as toon. as the houſe was open, - chiefly: 
in bank notes, for ee the . 
preſumed. | 


* 


Phe'old:Peer; ioneriiow:Bjk e 
* to ** a. bridle! over his paſſions; now 
exclaimed. , ' 


— 
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exclaimed moſt bitterly againſt the mercenary 
wretches to whom he owed his misfortune, 


Ko though their action was very natural, and 


was only ſorry it was not in his power to 
puniſh them as they deſerved; he then could 
not help inveighing againſt. Mr. Manſel's 
partners. Would any body in their ſenſes, 
he appealed to the company, have paid the 
money to ſuch a fellow, as the wretch muſt 
appear when he went there?“ 
Indeed, my Lord, no one was to blame 
in that reſpe&t,” ſaid Wilſon; „for Mr. 
-  Hanmore himſelf told me that the perſon- 
who preſented the draſt, and ſigned his name 
Mordaunt Grey, was very well dreſſed in a. 
regimental frock, clean linen, had boots, 
and even his. hair dreſſed; for I was parti- 
cular in my inquiries, and they had taken 
great notice of: the bearer. of ſuch- a draft. 
le told them he was an intimate friend of Sir. 
William Cleveland's, who had ſent him the 
draft he had preſented expreſs from Oakley 
Caſtle, in part of payment for an eſtate he 


had juſt purchaſed of his (Mr. Grey 's) 1 
6 for 
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for Mr. Cleveland, and as nothing had ariſen. 
to give them any doubts, they made no- 


ſcruple of paying the money ; but one of 
the clerks, who had. met. him as he was. 
coming. into the houſe, and was going into. 
the neighbourhood, ſaw him, on his return. 
home; ſtepping into a poſt-chaiſe and four, 


cloſe to the Manſion- houſe, which ſeemed: * 


to have been in: waiting, and drove on very; 
quick up Cofnhill ;. he accidentally. men- 
tioned the cixcumſtance when he got home, 
but it gave no one any ſuſpicion ; but the 
moment Mr. Hanmore found how they had 
been taken. in he eaſily gueſſed what road 
be had taken, therefore adviſed me to ſet off 
immediately with one of their clerks: for. 
Dover. IL thought it was the only chance 
then remaining, my Lord, therefore ſer off 
immediately. The clerk who accompanied 
me was the ſame who had ſeen the chaiſe at 
the Manſion. houſe, which he deſcribed very. 
accurately at Dartford,. and we traced the 
Captain without any difficulty to the Ship at 
8 | Dover, 
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5 Dover, where we arrired about be 
o' clock that evening, but was once more 

too late, the Captain had reached the ſame 
place about two hours before us, and as it 
was low water, and none of the packets 
could get out of harbour, he gave a fiſher- 
man ten guineas to go off with him in an 
open boat. He was, as I before obſerved, 
in his regimentals, and now ſaid he was the 


5 bearer of Government diſpatches of the ut- 


moſt importance, and that the-gates of Calais 
would be opened for him. No one doubted 


his ſtory, and as the wind was fair, all the 
Captains ſaid he would be ſafe landed before 

any boat could overtake him, and once on 
| French ground I ſhould-not be able to touch 
him; we therefore ſtopped at Dover all night, 


and returned to London in one of the coaches 
the next day, but before we fat off ſaw the 
men who had taken the Captain over; they 


had landed him at the end of the Pier about 


midnight, and ſet out immediately upon their 
return, did not even go into port, as he had 


ws of 
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told them he was well known, andthey would - 
only hinder him. When I reached London, 
my Lord, it was too late for the mail, and. 
being exceſſively fatigued-I took a place for 
the next evening; ſuch; have been the miſ- 
fortunes, attending my journey. Here is a 
letter, Sir, addreſſing Mr. Manſel, from Mr. 
Hanmore; here are ſome, which Lady Almeria, 
whom J left in but very indifferent health, 
committed to my care: I took the liberty of 
waiting upon her on my return from Dover, 
preſenting a letter to the Earl, another to. 
Lady Oakley, and a third to Mr. Manſel,”. . 
So,“ ſaid the Peer, © fo, the raſcal. has 
neither broke his neck, nor gone to the bottom. 
Well, Wilſon, I am perfectly fatisfied with 
what you have done, and will reward you ſor 
the fatigue you have undergone, notwithſtand- 
ing my loſs. The man therefore left the room, 
and the Earl aſked Sir William © if he thought 
Europe would produce a ſecond plotting 8 
| vilain to compare to Grey? 5 


| he 


5 puniſhment in ſtore for him.“ 


* 


go MYSTERIOUS WIFF. 
„ Why, I really think Mr. Wilſon has 
had a fortunate Nen * the whole,” faid 
the Baronet.” 
% Very true, Sir William,” faid Mr, 
Manſel, * and, as Mr. Hanmore writes me 
word, he has ſtopped the payment of all the 
notes at the Bank, and means to give this 
information to all our correſpondents abroad; 
I do not think the Captain's ſituation will be 
a very enviable one in a ſhort time, for he 
will ſoon be without money, and afraid to 
return, and has no friends in England likely 
to relieve him, and as he has not waited for 
leave of abſence he will loſe his commiſſion ; 
therefore J foreſee Providence has an ample 


l behieve you are right, Manſe},” faid' 
the: Earl, with an air of ſatisfaction, ** and. 
I may in time be able to recover part of the 
money if he cannot negotiate the notes; but 
I am very much puzzled how to act with 
my precious daughter: If I let her know her 
ſcoundrel of a huſband. has got the money 
| : ſhe. 


de will be delighted, and will fancy! he will 
foreſee = will have Pu of time for re- 


nn | 3 


As this was a ſubject upon which Sir Wil- 
lam did not chuſe to offer his advice, he 


certainly very unenviable, a priſoner in her 
father's. houſe; and abandoned by the man 


in her behalf, was at a loſs what to ſay in her 
favour, and yet unwilling to leave Oakley- 
Caſtle without making an effort to ſerve her, 
to write to her was impraQticable ; beſides, 


what right had he to take ſuch a liberty ? 


therefore applied to Sir William, who re- 
flecting Lady Sophia had in fact done him a 
ſervice (for he had received an anſwer from 
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ſoon come to claim her in form ; therefore! 
will keep her in ſuſpenſe for the preſent, as 1 


who had ſeduced her from the paths of duty 
by the moſt flattering promiſes ; her duplicity 
had brought its own puniſhment : Henry, 
the only perſon at all inclined to intercede 


Lady Oakley he found had no influence; he 


made no reply. Lady Sophia's ſituation was 


— 


the 
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the Earl of Marleven, who expreſſed the 
greateſt joy to find his grandſon's. engage- 
ments were ſo providentially broken off, and 
had aſſured the Baronet he meant to fulfil 
every promiſe he had made in Mr. Cleve- 
land's favour) condeſcended to become her 
advocate upon the preſent occafion ; but as 
he did not exert his perſuaſive powers with 
any great wiſh to ſucceed, .he did her Lady- 
' hip but little good; therefore, after having 
paſſed ten days at the Caſtle, left her in the 
_ fame ſituation he had found her, and thus 
all 20 $ _ —_— were cores abor- 
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Sm WILLIAM croſſed the country to 
his own ſeat in Cumberland merely to diſ- 
play the various beauties and megnificence of 
Cleveland-Place to his grandſon, and to 
give a few, orders to his ſteward, as he 
meant to leave England towards the 
htter end of February. — Aſtley had 
received 1.91d Mowbray's permiſſion to 
remain with his friend till he went abroad, 
ard would gladly bave accompanied him to 
Mann, 3 but as che en Mr. Aſtley 


* 
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enjoyed but a very indifferent ſtate of health, 
this was a requeſt Henry dare not venture 
to make; they only ſpent a couple of 
nights at Cleveland-Place, and then pro- 
ceeded with all expedition to London, where 
every neceſſary preparation was making for 
their intended journey. Sir William meant 

to travel with his own horſes on the other 
ſide the water, and, being fond of ſhew, 
orders were given in conſequence ; a very 
Elegant travelling coach and poſt-chaiſe were 


do be ſeat forward with his ſet, and four 


- horſes were appropriated to Henry's uſe, 
various ſaddle-horſes, among. which was 
Lord Oakley's preſent, and all the baggage, 
that they might croſs, and be ready to pro- 
ceed when they arrived at Calais. Notwith- 
_ ſtanding the buſtle Sir William was in, he 
- uſually had a daily conference with the Earl 
of Macleven, to which Henry was never 
admitted ; but the Baronet was never at 
home of a morning to any one elſe, and it 
the Earl did not call Sir William went out 


under pretence of ſettling all his affairs before 
EDS be 
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he left the kingdom. In ſhort, for near a 
fortnight Sir William was in a conſtant hurry. 
At laſt the horſes, to the number of ſixteen, 
both the carriages, and many different ſer- 


vants, ſet out for Dover: This was on the 


Monday, and Sir William now gold Henry - 
he meant to follow them on the Friday, 
adding, with an air of ſatisfaction, „I have 
now ſettled every thing to my wiſhes, but 
we muſt both go to St. James's on Wedneſ- 
day and Thurſday.” “ | 

Jam afraid 1 ſhall not be able to ac- 
company you, Sir,” ſaid Henry, “ for not 
knowing, of your intention I have allowed 
all my dreſſed clagths+ to be ſent. forward 
this very morning.” 

« That need not keep you away, my dear 


Henry, « for I have beſpoke you a ſuit (I 


mean as a preſent) upon the gccaſion,” 


| Henry rather ſuppoſed they were intended 8 


ſor him to ſhine as bridegroom at Sc. James's; 
but made no remarks, nor any farther objec- 


tions to Sir William' s propoſal. In the 
evening 


- 
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96 | 
evening' he and Aſtley went to Drury Lane 


Theatre; they bad taken their feats in one 
of the ſide boxes, and Henry not finding 


himſelf much intereſted in the play, ſat me- 


ditating for ſome time upon his ſituation 


without reflecting where he was, till Aſtley 


giving him a tap on the ſhoulder, faid, If 


you had known your meditations had drawn 
upon you the admiration of one of the moſt 


| beautiful women T. ever beheld,” I do not 
think you would have fat ſo compoſed. j. 


e have been attending to what was going 


forward on the ſtage,” ſaid Henry. 


With your eyes turned another way,” 
faid Aſtley, <1 give you vaſt credit for that 
| RD POL gies 
* Poh, honſeiiſe, I was litening to Kem- 


| ble: But where is this divinity? In the ſecond 


row of boxes, and upon my ſoul I never yer 


| faw fo handſome a woman! I wonder who 


ſhe is; I ſhould almoſt be Wes to 1 
poſe her riot endl 5 
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The bare ſuſpicion was ſufficient to excite = 
Henry's curioſity he raiſed his eyes, then ſaid, 
«where ?? There,” ſaid Aſtley, & the ſita 
next that pillar. At that moment the Lady 
in queſtion dropped a deep veil, faſtened to 
the front of her bonnet. Henry's eyes fol- 
lowed Aftley's ; he ſaw the veil fall, and 
gave a ſort of ſudden ſtart from his ſear, and as 
inſtantly ſat down again; his countenance 
varied, and his eyes were once more fixed 
upon the unknown Lady. © I am of opi- 
nion,“ ſaid Aſtley, you are not _ 
ſtrangers to each other.“ | 4 


Henry hardly knew what to anſwer; he 
was conſcious of his own agitation, and had 
he thought it poſſible, would have aid, 
« Tt is my Joſephine ;” as it was, he tried to 
laugh, and faid, * ſuppoſe it is ſome friend 
of your's, by her not vil to ſhew me ber 
handſome face.“ | 
„ Why, you know I am a vaſt be 

among the Ladies,“ ſaid Aſtley, laughing in 
his turn. Notwithſtanding the little likeli- 

Vol. 11T, F hood 
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| hood there was of its being his wiſe, Henry” $ 
eyes were conſtantly upon the watch fer 


another glance; but the veil, which was 
_ --particularly thick, was never raiſed again, 


and a large fan was generally ſo placed he 


could hardly ſee the object of his curioſity. 


She ſeemed now all attention to the ſtage, 
and might have been before, Henry 


thought, notwithſtanding Aſtley's aſſuranccs 


to the contrary; but the inſtant the curtain 
dropped he | aroſe, determined to -fatisfy his 
curioſity by a nearer ſcrutiny,” that he might, 


if poſſible, diſcover whether ſhe did bear 


any reſemblance to his lovely Joſephine; 
therefore ſaid, with an air of indifference to 
Aſtley, „Let us go and endeavour to find 


out this Lady you have been ſo ſtruck with, 


for I poſitively long to get a better pee 

| of her face.“ 

I have no fort of objection,” ſaid Aſtley, 
following him out of the box. They walked 

- found,” and went up ſtairs; but upon reach- 
ing the box where they had ſeen the Lady, 
ene ſhe was gone. Henry was exceſſively 
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diſappointed ; What could have ndudlt her 
to leave the houſe ? But ſhe would certainly 
return; and then he was determined to be 
ſatisfied. They loitered about the paſſage 
till the farce began, but ſaw. no Lady. 
Anxious to diſcover who ſne was, Henry 
addreſſed the box-keeper. All he learned 
of him was, that he believed the perſon 
they alluded to was a foreigner.” ; 


This intelligence half petrified; Henry. 
« Can it be-poſlible!” ſaid he to himſelf, — 
« What a fool I was to wait till the end of 
the play !” Hardly knowing what he did, 

he went into the box the ſtranger had quitted, 
and took her ſeat. Aſtley followed him in 
ſillence; but when he had taken his place 
next him ſaid, Why, the glimpſe you got 
of that beautitul mouth ſeems. to-have made 
terrible havock in your heart, Harry.“ 
_ -« Ridiculous, I am merely curious,” fad 


* 
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* So l perceive,” ſaid Aſtley, {miling ; 
but unwilling to teaze his friend he faid no 


more. They ſtaid the farce, but ſaw no- 


thing of the perſon Henry was become fo 


anxious about, he- therefore went home in a 


very bad humour, though ſcarcely knowing 


why, and very ſoon retired, under pretence 


of a head-· ach, wiſhing to eſcape from the 


obſervation of Aſtley. The more he re- 


flected upon this, in fact trivial incident, the 
leſs he'faw any probability of its being Jo- 
ſephine. Why, if, as Aſtley ſaid, ſhe: had 
been looking at him, would [ſhe have endea- 


voured to conceal herſelf from his view ? 


She might be a foreigner, though it 


was infinitely more probable ſhe was 
ſome girl of the town, perhaps the very 


one he had endeavoured to reſcue from a 
life of inſamy, and ſhe was afraid he ſhould 


recollect her. — He remembered he 


thought her very handſome; in ſhort, 
numerous and various were the conjectures 
he formed before he was able to go to ſleep, 


and more than ever did he wiſh his Joſe- 


phine 
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phine could put an end to his preſent diſa- 


greeable Rate of ſuſpenſe. When he awoke; 
the occurrence of the preceding evening - 
was the firſt thing that obtruded itfelt upon 
his mind; but as he knew it would be in vain 
to ſet on foot a perquiſition to diſcover wha 
the object of his curioſity really was, and as in 
fact ſhe might be a total ſtranger to him, he 
_ endeavoured to baniſh her from his thoughts, 

though while he was dreſſing he half refobved 
to put an advertiſement in ſeveral of the 
papers under a feigned name, to folicit an 
interview with the perſon. he meant to de- 
ſcribe ; but the reflection that Aſtley might - 
ſee it, and would no doubt rally him pro- 


digiouſly, prevented him from putting this 


idea into execution; beſides, if it was Jo- 
ſephine (but this he was not willing to 


could appoint am interview, if ſhe wiſhed to 
ice him, and what elfe could have brought 
hex to England? | 
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allow) ſne knew where to find him, and | | * 
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This laſt reflection convinced him he muſt 
have been miſtaken in the ſuſpicions he had 
_ » formed over night, he therefore went down 
to breakfaſt in his uſual ſpirits. Sir William 
ſeemed all life during their meal, and as 
foon as it was over ſent for his valet, who 
made his appearance with one of the moſt | 
elegant ſuits of embroidery Henry had 
ever ſeen, which he laid upon a chair, and 
retired, art | | 


«© There, Henry,” ſaid the Baronet, riſing, 
and diſplaying it, © have I pleaſed your 
fancy? How do you like my choice?“ 

J give you infinite credit for your taſte, 
my dear Sir, and am very much obliged to 
you for this freſh proof of your generoſity z 
but really theſe clothes are only fit for a 
birth-day, or a bridegroom. Permit me to 
reſerve them for my appearance at Verſailles, 
for I really ſhould eſteem it as a particular 
favour if you would diſpenſe with my ac- 
companying you to St. James's. My recent 
matrimonial diſappointment has, no doubt, 

been 
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been very much canvaſſed among the faſh- 
jonable world. Was L to. appear at Court 
in that ſuit, it would only ſerve to remind 
every body of the adventure at Oakley- 
Caſtle, as the world in general would ſup- 
poſe I intended to make this dazzling ap- 
pearance at St. James's with my wife, and I 
ſhould not reliſh the appellation of the would 
be bridegroom.” | 

© You need be under no ſuch * 
fions, my dear fellow,” ſaid Sir William, 
ſmiling, © I acknowledge there is great 
Juſtice in what you have ſaid; but, believe 
me, was your appearance to be ten times 
more ſplendid, it would only ſeem a 
proper compliment upon the occaſion. — 
You are to kiſs hands, therefore ſurely 
you cannot pay too much reſpect to the 
beſt of Sovercigns, who in conſideration 
of my paſt ſervices, and by my own deſire, 
(for I ſhall glory in ſeeing my dear Henry a 
greater man than myſelf) has created you a 
Peer of Great-Britain, by the title of Baron, 
Fitz-Oſborne. The patent is in my poſſeſ- 
F 4 BY lon, . 
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ſion, and your promotion will be in the 
Gazette this evening.” 


Henry was exceſſively furpriſed, but not 
very much. flattered, ſtill, as it was certainly 
a very great mark of his grandfather's at- 
tachment, he ſtrove to expreſs his gratitude 
upon the occaſion, and the Baronet, Who 
judged him after his own heart, was convinced 
he enjoyed the thoughts of his new dignity. 
Aſtley now offered his cangratulations to his 
Lordſhip ; this quite overſet Henry's gra- 
vity, who laughed very heartily at his old 

friend's formal face. This acceſſion of rank 

helped to drive the incognita out of his head; 
but ſincerely did he with his grandfather had 
allowed him to remain Mr. Cleveland, or 
bad accepted the title himſelf, then, by the 
time it fell to his ſhare, there might have 
been many junior Peers; all that con- 
foled him was, he underſtood ſeveral other 
Gentlemen had experienced a ſimilar pro- 
motion, which would divide the attention of 
the public. If his new rank gave any plea- 

ſure to his Joſephine, he thought he ſhould 
N be 
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be perfectly reconciled to the ſound of my 
Lord, which his grandfather and his own 
ſervants almoſt ſickened him of the very 
firſt day; however, in time he hoped to get 
accuſtomed to the appellation. The next 
day he, drefled in his grandfather's preſent, 
and accompanied the old Gentleman to 
Court in a new chariot, decorated with his. 
coronet and ſupporters, in addition to the 
Cleveland arms, and on their return from 
St. James's- they called at the Earl of Macle- 
ven's, though Henry by no means approved 
of being thus in ſome meaſure made a ſhew 
of, but he could not remonſtrate, at leaſt 
with any effect. The Earl, his wife, and 
really lovely daughter, were at home, re- 
ceived the Baronet, and the newly created 
Peer, almoſt with open arms, and Lord 
Fitz-Oſbarne was introduced in form to Lady 
Macleven and Lady Agnes, a fine tall girl, 
in a white frock, and her hair hanging over 
her forehead. They fat for ſome time, and 
Lady Agnes was aſked to favour them with. 
2 proof of her {kill upon the piano forte by 
F 5 Sir 
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Sir William; ſhe had a very fine voice, nd" | 
ſang ſeveral Scotch ballads with great taſte. 
and drollery. Henry thought her an amiable | 
child, and, not having the leaſt ſuſpicion of 
his grandfather's intentions, beſtowed ſome 
very great encomiums upon her performance. 


1 am ſorry you are going to leave us 
ſs ſoon; Sir William,” ſaid the Earl, be- 
eauſe J am afraid the propoſition: I am going 

to make will be very indiſcreet. To-morrow 

is the aniverſary of a fete Agnes always gives 
her young friends, and I meant to ſolicit the 
favour cf Lord Fitz-Oſborne's company. — 

The girls are all too young to make it a- 

ceremonious party; but there will be ſeveral 

young men preſent of his Lordſhip's ac- 
quaintance, for Lady Macleven prohibits. 
ſchool-boys from her daughter's diverſions.” 


Sir William, fearful Henry thould- ſtart 
any objection, ſaid © he knew his grandſon. 
had no engagement, and had a young friend: 
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at home, Mr. Aſtley, who would bea great 
acceſſion to the party.“ . 
« Then, without any ceremony, Sir Wil- 
liam come and dine with us, and bring 
theſe young, Gentlemen,“ ſaid the Earl; 
« you and I will be ſpectators of the feſtive 
ſcene in the evening,” and thus it was ſettled. 
The Baronet and his grandſon went to the 
drawing- room in the morning, and about ſix. 
o'clock proceeded to Groſvenor-ſquare, found 
a large party of both ſexes aſſembled,, but 
no unmatried females older than Lady Agnes; 
a ball concluded the evening, that the he- 
roine of the fete might diſplay her graces, 
and make the wiſhed- for impreſſion upon: 
Henry's heart.. She ſucceeded in the firſt 
inſtance, and Lord F itz-Oſborne thought: 
her an elegant girl, who in a few years 
might . a. firſt rate beauty i in the highs 


world. 
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TE next morning, between twelve and 
one, Sir William and his Lordſhip fer out 
for Dover, and Aſtley, who parted from his 

friend with the utmoſt regret, ſet out at the 
_ fame time for. Lord Mowbray's feat: Sir 
"William and Henry, for fach we fhall' con- 
tine to call Lord Fitz-Ofborne, ſlept at 
'Sirtingbourne that evening, and reached 


Dover to dinner the next day; were inform 


ed the part of their ſuite who had preceded 
them, had croſſed on the Thurſday morning, 
and were all ſafe landed at Calais, and on 

| the 
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the Sunday morning Sir William ank his 
grandfon left Dover with a very fair wind, 
and arrived at Calaĩs after a very pleafant paſs 
fage between two and three o'clock, fpent the 
reft of the day at Defleins, and then purfued * 
their journey towards the capital. Nothing of 
any moment occurred till they reached Mon- 
treuil "(fo celebrated by the departure of La 
Fleur) which they did on the ſecond even- 
ing, and took up their quarters at a large 
old French inn, La Cour de France; the 
only one the town afforded. They ſupped 
in Sir Witham's bedehamber, and about 
midnight Henry betook himſelf to reft in a 
room that had been prepared'for him, which 
communicated, as did ſeveral others, with an 


old-faſhioned wooden: gallery running round - 


two ſides of the interior court. - — He 
flept very found till about five o'eloek the 
next morning, when he was awoke: by ſome 
one leaning over him, and imprinting a very 

tender kifs upon his lips. The inſtant he was 
_ ſufficiently awake he put out his hand, and 
ſaid, © Wha is there?“ but only heard the 

door 


* 
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door ſhut, and found himſelf in total dark» 
ness. He liſtened for ſome time, thinking 
that ſomebody was in the room ;. but nothing 
ſtirred, and in leis than five minutes he heard 
a carriage drive out of the yard, He was 
very angry with himſelf for not having faſ- 
tened his door, and felt for his watch, which 
he ſtruck, therefore concluded, whoever had 
awoke him, had not come into his room 
with any bad intentions, and began to think 
it was one of the maids had been ſeized with 
an amorous fit, being perfectly acquainted 
with the little reſpect French filles d Auberge 
pay to rank or title, ſo ſunk once more upon 
his pillow, ſoon: fell aſleep, and did not awake 
any more. till near eight o'clock, when he 
looked around ham, and examined his pockets; 


every thing was ſafe, which almoſt perſuaded 
him he had merely been dreaming; but while 
he was trying to recollect the circumſtance 
a ſtout raw-boned girl, about fix or eight 
and twenty, came into his room with a fag- 
1 vg vic 2 oa 
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got under her arm, and a wiſp of ſtras in 
her hand to light the fire. He looked of 
courſe to ſee who it was, and met the ſmiles 
of this elegant nymph, whom he inſtantly 
gueſſed was the perſon who had favoured him 
with a viſit three hours before; he haſtily" 
pulled together the curtain which he had open- 
ed, as ſhe Was really an antidote. to love, and! 
nothing elſe being at hand, te bis n 

with. the ſheer, K * 
% Well; pray God Kahn eie ls | 
gallantry,” ſaid the damſel, beginning to lighe . 
the fire. Henry was in too bad a temper to 
enter into converſation, therefore took no: 
notice of what ſhe ſaid; and ſhe thus went 
on: „A Frenchman would have been out 
of bed in a moment rather than have loſt 
ſuch a prize. What was your Lordſhip 
dreaming about when ſo beautiful a Lady 
came to your bedſide, hung over you, ſighed 
ready to break her heart, and kiſſed youever 
ſa many times? But you never condeſcended 
to beſtow one in return, nor even a kind 
8 SL word. 
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word or look to conſole the dear Lady ! 
Well, I am ſure my love would cool if I 
met with no better return.“ | f 


Henry ſtarted up once more, and putting 
by the curtain, ſaid, in an anxious tone, 
« What do you mean, ma fille? I am 
really at a Ioſs to comprehend you.” 
Mercy upon me!” ſaid ſhe, * you 
neither hear nor feel any body in your room 
three hours ago.” 

« I thought I did,” ſaid Henry; © who 
was it?“ | 

« That you ought to know better than 
me, my Lord: I only know the poor Lady 
left the houſe almoſt broken hearted, as well 
ſhe might; though your Lordſhip ſeems to 
bave no feeling for her, J am ſure I had. I 
wonder how you could leave ſo ſweet a Lady 
behind you; 1 dare ſay you will have her 
death to anſwer for, and then you will be 
forry when it is too late,” 


A 
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A thouſand ſtrange ideas ruſhed upon 
Henry's mind: What carriage was that I 
heard drive out of the court at the time you 
mention??? | 
c A cabriolet the Lady went away in.“ 

© But what Lady? Come tell me, there's 

a good girl,“ faid Henry. certainly 
heard ſomebody in my room, but it was in 
the dark.” 
* « I am ſure I came in with the light brd, 
faid the girl; © but you ſlept fo found the 
Lady would venture in berſelf, and ftood 
looking at you with all the * ſhe * for 
ever ſo long.“ 

« But who was ſhe ?” ſaid Were in an 
impatient tone. 

« Pardi, have I not told your Lordthip 
I did not know ? She came in laſt night 
about an hour after you, and, though it was 
quite dark, was very much afraid of being 
| ſeem, I waited upon her at ſupper, and ſhe 
told me to be ſure and call her at four o'clock 
this morning, putting a ſix livre piece into 
| 12 hand, faying ſhe would give me another 
if 
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if I was punctual. to my time. Your Lord- 
ip may be aſſured I was; indeed I did 
not go to bed for fear of overſleeping my- 
ſelf, ſo ſhe bid me wait while ſhe dreſſed, 
and then faid, if I could conduct her into 
your Lordſhip's room privately, and without 
awaking yon, as ſhe would not have you 
ſee her for the world, ſhe would give me a 
double Louis. I was very willing both to 

oblige her and earn the money, and ſhe was 
as good as her word, ſo your Lordſhip need 
not have given me ſuch a ſcornful look when 
I firſt came ine” det 


| Who could this Lady be! thought Henry, 
Joſephine could not know where he was, as 
| he had merely wrote to her to inform her of 
his recent honours the day before he left 
London, and that he was upon the point 
of leaving England, and ſhould make ſome 
Ray at Paris, yet what other Lady could 
be thus intereſted about him? He aſked the 
girl a thouſand queſtions, and made her de- 
. the Lady very minutely z but ſhe. 
ſeemed 


1 
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ſeemed to have had her leſſon, as all he could 

get out of her concerning her perſon was very 
unſatisfactory. She was very handſome, and 
very young; ſhe had not remarked the 
colour of her eyes. Did his Lordſhip: ſup- 


poſe ſhe had no more manners than to ſtare 
her berters in the face? „bade ant 


«Was ſhe —— ?” faid Henry, ina peeviſn 
tone, ſeeing the girl enjoyed teazing him. 
No, ſhe had an elderly Lady with her, 
and one man ſervant; a prey rode 
courier.” 32 ei Gicht 
_ < How: was ſhe dreſſed Fend vidithn 
As Engliſh Ladies are in general, * 
Lord, in a riding habit.“ by 
“Then ſhe was not a French Lay,” ai 


Henry. 
She might a a Du for any wing 
I know to the contrary, my Lord.“ 


« Did ſhe ſpeak good French py, 
She could make herſelf underſtood.” | 
et Then it could not be Joſephine, and he 
could think of no one elle, except Lady 

Sophia. 


1716 MYSTERIOUS WIFE. 


Sophia Grey likely to have been thus curious, 
and even that conjecture was very impro- 
bable. If ſhe had made her efcape from 
Oakley Caſtle, and had followed her faithleſs 
huſband to France, her wiſhing to fee him 
vas natural; but ftill her behaviour was very 
ſtrange, and why need ſhe have ſet off ſo 
expeditiouſly ? or, if ſhe was afraid of him, 
why come into the room even thus cn 
deſtinely ?” 
Which road did the take ?” ſaid Henry. 
„ Oh! ſhe went on to Paris, and as your 
Lordſhip is going that road you may very 
poſſibly overtake her: But have you aſked 
all the queſtions you want me to anſwer, be- 
cauſe I muſt go and light the old Gentle- 
man's fire? 
* Oh! I am perfectly ſatisfied, faid 
Henry, with affected indifference. « Be fo 
_— to ſend ”y valet to Re” ©: 


A the 85 and e ſoon 
"_ eee was very 
thoughtful 


4 
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thoughtful all day, which Sir William re- 
marked. He attributed his abſence of mind 


= fatigue, occaſioned by not having ſlept 


well the preceding night, owing to the con- 
tinual noiſe ſo common in inns. 


CHAP, VII. 


On the fifth day, after this - perplexing 
adventure, they arrived at Paris. Sir Wil- 
lam, who could not help perceiving 
Henry, was often loſt in thought, attri- 
| buted his want of ſpirits to his late dif 
appointment, and could not help men- 
be Henry did not try to 

; eradicate _ 


* 


——— — — — 2 — — 
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eradicate them, knowing he ſhould be at a 


great loſs to account any other wiſe for a ſort 


of habitual melancholy, or rather depreſſion 
of ſpirits; he was but too ſenſible of, though 
he affected to laugh at Sir William's re- 
marks, and to attribute them to mere 
imagination. ES has 


They took vp their abode at a very large 
hotel in the Rue de Richelieu, though Sir 
William had no intention of making any ſtay 
in this gay city more than Juſt to look about 
him, allow "Henry to fee all his former 
friends, and procure his diſcharge from the 
French ſervice. —Phis, as the Marquis 
D'Orcy found it was his young friend's ſerious 
wiſh, he had taken upon himſelf to do before 
his arrival. As ſoon as Henry had ſeen Sir 


- lam comfortably ſettled in his new habi- 


tation he ſet out for the - hotel D'Orcy, 
Where he had ſpent ſo meny happy hours 

before his praſpects in life bore ſo kind an 
aſpect. The: Marquis was at home with a 


755 e n and overjoyed to fee his yuung 


biber favourite, 
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bee as . company gueſſed the Marguis 


could caſily diſpenſe with their P 
oy ſoon al took their leave. 


N Now” my dear ea. have you any 
news for me ?” ſaid Henry. 

« ] have no letters for you, my dear 
Henry, which rather amazes me, as it is 
near a month ſince J diſpatched the laſt.” 
Indeed it is (ſaid Henry) ſurely Joſephine 
is not ill; when will this cruel ſuſpenſe ceaſe? 
Upon my word, ee am miſcrable 
at times.“ 


«. Do you repent having diſpoſed of your 
liberty! ?” ſaid the Marquis ;' in that caſe I 
ſhall truly pity you, elſe your Joſephine has 
kept her word with you in every reſpe&, 
therefore you have no very great reaſon to 
complain. She made her own conditions 
before ſhe gave you her hand, and you pro- 
miſed kindly to conform to them: But 1 


repeat my firſt queſtion do you repent ns 
ſtep you have taken? 


4 Far 
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| « Far from i it, my dear friend: T proteſt 


td you .I am more in love, if that is well 


poſſible, than when T married. I know I 
have no right to murmur ; but could you 


bear a ſeparation from a wife you addred 


with much more patience?“ 

Moſt probably not: I only hope all 
your troubles will ſoon ceaſe, You do not 
know how I laughed over your ſcene at 
Oakley Caſtle. I preſume Captain Grey 
s in France,” | a | 
, Moſt. probably,” faid Henry, © and 
much as he muſt be deſpiſed, I think he 
deſerves great credit tor his laſt ſcheme ; he 


is not a raſcal by halves.” 
No, that his wife will find to her for- 


row, faid the Marquis; * but this affair 


ſtems to have occafioned an. agreeable alte- 
Tation ja your grandfacher's way of thinking ; 
nin ach a hurry mam 


27 


7 Ou. * 1. | 
„ No, he has been lately otherwiſe em- 


ployed,” faid Henry, mentioning the rank 
he had been raiſed to, 


4 ä 5 Ef: « 80 
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4 80 J have been in company with . 
Lord all this time without knowing it, ſaid 
the Marquis. I wiſh your Lordſhip joy 
of your new honour. I dare ſay your 
Joſephine will 8 as much as I 40 when 
ſhe learns the news.” | | 
If it adds to her ſatisfaction 1 ſhall be | 
very happy,” ſaid Henry; Sat preſent I 
cannot help thinking I reſemble many of my 
countrymen, who aſſume the title of Milord 
upon their travels ;” but as his adventure at 
the play, and the more recent one at Mon- 
treuil, were ſtill uppermoſt in his mind, he 
mentioned them both to the Marquis, who 
agreed the latter was very extraordinary; as 
to the firſt, he rather attributed it to mere 
chance, but could not conceive the Lady Who 
had diſturbed his reſt at Montreuil was Je o- 
ſephine.“ | | 
| te Nor do I,“ ſaid Henry 3 b but! fincerely 5 
with ſhe would allow me to introduce- de: 4 
to my grandfather as Lady Fitz-Oſborne. 1 
am certain his good ſenſe would induce him 
to approve of a match formed under the 
VOL, 111, 8 ſame 


122 MYSTERIOUS WIFE. 


ſame auſpices mine was; for had I merely 
conſu'ted prudence, which was very far from 
being the caſe, I ſhould certainly have ac- 
cepted the lovely woman's generous offer.” 
At that moment a letter was brought in to 
the Marquis; © it came from Mr. P——s,“ 
the ſervant ſaid, and Henry having caught a 
glance of the direction, ſaid, the moment the 
ſervant had retired. from my Joſephine!” 
t Tou are perfectly right, my dear Harry,” 
ſaid the Marquis, breaking the ſeal of the 
cover, and putting a letter of ſeveral ſheets 
ſeemingly into Henry's hands, ſaying, mine 
is very ſhort indeed,” merely to entreat J 
would keep this letter till I fee you, which 
me finds from your laſt letter I ſhall do wy 


25 * 


| Henry was too much taken up with the 
"Contents of his own letter to attend to the 
Marquis. Joſephine made many droll re- 
marks upon his two laſt, proteſting Lady 
Sophia ſeemed merely to have been taking 
Pains to deceive herſelf, adding the had been 


a at 
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at a loſs to gueſs. how Sir William would 
make him amends for his late diſappoint- 


ment, till his laſt letter had informed her of 
his acceſſion to his title, and aſſured him ſhe 
wiſhed very much the moment was arrived 
that would allow her to aſſume the name of 
Fitz- Oſborne. Now what can prevent her from 
making our marriage public, Marquis? I am 
rich enough to ſupport her in affluence, were a 
quarrel to enſue between me and my grand- 
father upon the occaſion, or were ſhe to be 
deprived of her own fortune, by declaring 
ſhe is a wife, what arguments can I make 
uſe ofto bring her into my way of thinking?” 

« Give her a little reſpite for the preſent,” 
ſaid the Marquis; © depend upon it avarice 
does not influence. her conduct; prudential - 
motives, I dare ſay, occaſions your ſepara- 
tion, ſo do have a little patience,” _ 

ce ] ſee no other remedy,” ſaid Henry, 
with a ſigh ; © but my grandfather will chin 
me long ; will you do me the favour ro ac- 


company me to our hotel? I am impatient 


to introduce e old Gentleman.“ 
2 0... — ae 
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. And I am equally ſo, to return Him my 
thanks for his uſeful preſent,” ſaid the Mar- 
Juis. think I am better mounted than 
any officer in France, ſo I will order my 

carriage. Your Lordſhip came on foot from 
"hl Rue de Richelieu.“ N 
„ knew I need not ſtand upon cere- 
oe faid Henry; © but pray omir my 
bluſhing*honours when you addreſs me. — 
Fou honoured me with the title of friend, 
Marquis, when I was an abſolute dependanc 
upon your bounty; do not 0 me of 
it becauſe fortune ſmiles upon me.” 
4 have done with titles,” faid the Mar- 
quis; 0 but remember, my friend, I expect 
thöſe to be equally aboliſhed in your diſ- 
courſe. A ſervant, who now appeared to 
" anſwer the bell the Marquis had rang, was 
deſired to order the carriage. While it was 
getting ready “ You find, Harry, it was 
not your Joſephine paid you avi bt at Mon- 
-"weui}” faid the Marquis, 
« Clearly not; but who could it be? I 
can ACE think 1t was Lady Sophia Grey.“ 
r 


©+ 


* 
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« Nor I, Harry; but it is by no means 
either impoſſible or unlikely you ſhould have 
turned the head of ſome other Lady.” + 

« Pſhaw nonſenſe perhaps the Whole 
was a fiction of the fille de chambre's.”” — 
That I much doubt; but come, the car- 
riage is ready, ang I long to ſce'this grand: | 
father of your's. | * 

| i 

Remy was proud of introducing his ap- 
able friend to Sir William, who was rather 
mortiſied to think ſo great a man ſhould have 
known his grandſon in a ſtate of adverſity; 
which had originated in his want of feeling ; 
yet he was flattered to think Henry, in that 
ſituation, had made himſelf ſuch. friend. 
He received the Marquis with the utmoſt, 


politeneſs, and was very much ſtruck with 


his refined manners and eaſy affability ; they 
ſoon grew intimate, and-before they parted 
for the evening the Marquis ſtood very high. 
in the Baronet's good graces. He had ob- 
tained Henry's diſcharge in form, and agreed 
to nn him to Verſailles, tho” etiquette. 
erg. * | required : 


Fa 


* 
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required a Britiſh Peer ſhould be preſented 
by the Engliſh Ambaſſador, and Sunday 
was fixed on for this ceremony; Sir William 
ſaid he ſhould beg to be excuſed, he paid 
his court to his own Sovereign, becauſe it 
was his duty; but he was too old to wiſh to 
be preſented to any other. The Marquis 
had ſuppedin the Rue de Richelieu, and after 
| Engaging his young friend to breakfaſt with 
N tte fert morning, that they might pay 
a N neceſſary viſits together, promiſed to 
ne witn Sir Wanam. As ſoon as Henry 
got into his dreſfing-room, Johnſtone put a 
letter ifito his hand; ſaying ca ſervant cut of 
| livery brought this, my Lord, about an hour 
apo; inquired for me of the porter, and gave 
ie o nf bande, vich ordets net to give it 
your Lordſhip till you retired for the night.“ 
- Very etrabrdinary!“ ſaid Henry, put- 
ting out his hand, * Is it poffible ? he ex- 
claimed, unthinkingly, haftily breaking the 
ſeal/ upon recognizing the writing of Joſe- 
phine, while his heart beat unuſually quick, 


=- ag this range miſſiye contained an 
a appointment. 
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appointment. The firſt cover was a blank, 
and upon an encloſed letter was wrote, Do 
not open this in preſence of any one.“ | 


He inſtantly diſmiſſed  Joknſtone,. with 
orders to wait in the anti-chamber till he 
rang, and anxiouſly broke the ſecond ſeal, — 
Notes upon Meſſrs. P to a very large 
amount preſented themſelves to his view, 


vom he * the n _ 


« ] have . Fg 
earlieſt intelligence of your arrival at Paris, 
my Henry, by applying to the police-book 
every day till you come, by which means 
he will learn where to find you; he is then 
to forward this letter to you, I did not chuſe 
to ſend money through our friend D'Qrey's - 
hands; fearful you might open the letter I 
ſhall ſend to his houſe before him; as you | 
do not chuſe to draw you muſt excule my 
acting thus; but remember, ſhould you ever, 
during your reſidence abroad, want any fum 
for any 8 no matter what, a debt of 

864 | 1 
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1 konour,. or a generous action, P—— bas 
_ ofders to accept your drafts- to any amount, 
and you will give me a proof of your love 
5 OY I" of the offer, WE 


Your affe@ionate, 
We 97% 6: OL: -4-<— benen. 


3 reſidence inns 's 8 

Henry, where then am I to ſee you, my 

7 -Joſephine ?- Can you ſuppoſe the treaſures 
of both the Indies can confole me for the 
want of your ſociety ? Do you doubt my 
love, or my honour, that you keep me thus 
in ignorance? The name you were married 
under might lead to a diſcovery, de Blauvae. 
Ilm bound in honour never to mention it 
vithout your leave; but ſhould I hear it by 
accident, ſurely a few inquiries would be very 
excuſeable. I will anſwer her kind letters 
this very evening ;” and having thus decided, 
he put his notes into a ſmall writing box 


3 Pe pos upon his toilette, and rang for 
Om e Johnſtone, 
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Johnſtone, told him he might g0 10 beg, by 
ordering him to call him at eight o'clock. 
the next morning; he then. lat down, and 
wrote as follows :. „ 


* Ti . both your letters this very 
evening, my Joſephine, and was infinitely 
more pleaſed with the firſt than the laſt, 
I am certain you deprive yourſelf of What 
you muſt know I no longer want. Believe 
me I would not make a ſcruple of applying 
to you upon any exigeney. The words 
during your reſidence abroad, make me 
dread many more months may elaple, before 
you will allow me to aſſume a title I prizs 
more. than life ; ſurely, if. you cannot yet 
acknowledge our marriage, you might grant 
me an interview, if only of an = you 


cannot doubt my honour: T will meet you 


in any part of France which may be moſt con- 
venient to you, will aſſume any diſguiſe, if 
neceſſary. As you value my peace of mind, 

my agored Joſephine, do not refuſe me ſo 
** G5; | IL 


, 


— 
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rrifling a favour. I Thall carry this to Mr] 


Ps to-morrow niorning before nine 


o'clock.” Let me have one line, jufr to ap- 
point time and place during my ſtay at 
Paris, which will not exceed ten days; and 
believe me when J aſſure you, that every 
day increaſes the love of your Fitz-Ofborne. 


I am proud of that name fince it meets your 
 approbation. | 


* 
Yo 


0 * P. 8. With this letter you will receive 


aw trifles yon muſt wear for the donor's 


| fake, who once more wiſhes his Joſephine a 


good repoſe, as he is now goitig to feek his 


2 couch.” 
* 8 tho' WW 
Tbe ſoys that love requitez 
14 61 cheriſh all its pain 


Wich G4, but dear delight. 


Haviog this concluded, Henry took the 


various preſents he had purchaſed in London 


for his Jofephine out of his writing box. 
She | 


0 


4 
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She had never aſked him for this picture 
out of delicacy he preſumed, feanſul he 
ſhould require her's in return, and the might 
be afraid her features would lead to a diſco- 
very ; ; but convinced it was the moſt ac- 
ceptable preſent he could make, he had ſer 
to a very celebrated miniature painter upon 
his return from Oakley Caſtle, and had the 
picture, when finiſhed, ſet in very large 
zewels, to wear as a locke: or bracelet ; the 
other trinkets he had brought over were 
different ladies toys, of exquiſite work man 
hip, and ot Britiſh manufacture; theſe he 
made a parcel of, in which he encloſed his 
letter, and directed it to the Baronne de 
Belville. He then undreſſed, and went to 
bed, was called as he had deſired, and fot 
out as ſoon as he was dreſſed for Mr. P's, 
who was juſt up, and received him with the 
utmoſt politeneſs. He gave him the packet, 
and entreated he would forward itas ſpeedily 
as poſſible to Madame de Belville. | 


6 6 « Your 
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. o Your Lordſhip m may depend upon your 
LE wiſhes being complied-with,” ſaid the banker; 
A chen aſke&him very politely to favour him | 
7 with his Gnipany to breakfaſt.” . 
This Henry deelined with Fon erke 
and proceeded to the hotel D'Orcy: © The 
Marquis was up; and: as happy to ſee him as 
he had beem over night, ſpoke in hight terms 
of Sir William, whom he was now convinced 
Hack a very ſtrong affection for his young 


_ fiend . Henry joined in his grandfather's 


praiſes, and aſſured the Marquis he now 
wholly attributed his former behavidur to 
miſtaken pride. Aſter breakfaſt | the two 
ffiends walted upon Baron Falkenheim, and 
ſome ocher Noblemen, who had been par- 
ticulariy Kind to Henry while he bore the 
mme of Weſthorpe, and who were all very 
happy to renew their I with Lord: 
— 


73 5 CHAP. 


2 
* 
5 


O N the Sunday Henry and the Marquis: 
went to Verſailles ;. the former met with a 
very gracious. reception. from the Grand 
Monarch, and every branch of the Royal 
Family, and after ſpending a moſt agreeable 
day returned to Paris; as they had both 

promiſed to ſup with Sir William, and on the 

Monday, under pretence of viſiting a Na- 
bleman of high rank, the two friends ſet out 

for Henry's ſeat near Fontainbleau. They 


were both delighted with the houſe and ſitu- 
| Hy "uy: ation, ; 
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ation, the grounds were moſt elegantly laid 
out under the direction of an Engliſh gar- 
dener, who acted as ſteward, or ſuperintendant 


of the little houſhold. Henry declared, if 


be could but enjoy the ſociety of his Joſe- 


phine, he ſheuld never wiſh to quit fo 
charming a ſpot, though the ſeaſon deprived 
the gardens of much of their beauty. After 
fleeping there one night they returned to 
Paris, knowing Sir William could ill brook 
a ſeparation of any length from his grandſon, 
and that he was impatient to be travelling 
ſouthward, being ſenfible of a fort of languid 
weakneſs, which he hoped the fine air of 

Avignon would remove, for there he had 
been perſuaded to bend his courſe by the 
Pariſian faculty, who aſſured him that city 
was infinitely preferable to either Montpelier 
or Nice. The Marquis loaded his young 
friend with letters of recommendation from 
the firſt Nobility in Paris to moſt of the 
great families im Provence, and particularly 
to the Cardinal D-—, then Vice Lepate 


of Avignon. As for Sir William he truſted 
8 to 
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to his riches for a retommendation; befides, 
as he did not mean to pay any viſits; intro- 
ductory letters would merely have become 4 
trouble. Henry was very much hurt to find 
the time fixed for their departure approach 
without having received a fmgle line from 
his Joſephine, and would gladly, could he 
have framed any reaſonable excuſe, have 
prolonged their ſtay at Paris; but what could 
he, with any degree of delicacy or feeling, 
ſuggeſt to poſtpone their departure, while 
Sir William fancied the air of Provence 
would quite recruit his debilitated frame? 
On the evening preceding their departure 
no letter was arrived, The Marquis ac- 
companied Hit to Mr. Ps, wo make 
the lateft poſſible inquiries upon the ſubject; 
but all the "conſolation Henry met with was 
from Mr. P——'s ſaying, with an expreſſive 
look, I think you are travelling ſouth- 
ward, my Lord; but may depend upon my 
forwarding every thing I receive the moment 
it reaches my hands.“ | 


Henry 


— 
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Henry hoped a great deal from the words, 
21 think you are travelling ſouthward, my 
Lord, becauſe ot the Icok which accompanied 
them, he might meet his Joſephine when he 
leaſt expected it; he had merely informed 
her in the letter he wrote before he left 
England, that his grandfather meant to take 
up his reſidence for a few months at Mont- 
pelier, and he was therefore determined to 
try the event, ſo having merely entreated 
Mr. P. to ſend his letters as uſual to the 
Marquis D'Orcy, as Sir William had not 
decided whether he ſhould ſtay any length 
ol time at any particular place, they took 
their, leave. Henry communicated his hopes 
to the Marquis, who agreed they had ſome 
foundation, and if the fair Joſephine really 
inhabited Provence, which the Marquis ra- 
ther imagined to be the caſe, he told Henry 
he was much more likely to meet her by 
accident, either in public or elſewhere, from 
ber not knowing exactly where the Baronet 
meant to take up his abode, - and as 3 Henry 

Wes #3 5-4 was. 


1 * 
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was rather piqued at her not having anſwered 
his laſt letter, he ſaid he ſhould not write 
again till he . heard from ber. 


The next Morning Sir William * Henry 
left Paris, and proceeded, by flow journies, 
to Lyons, and wherever they ſtopped, either 
to bait or ſleep, Henry made particular in- 
quiries concerning the inhabitants of every 
chateau he paſſed, and of every large houſe 
in the different towns, but could gain no 
intelligence of the perſon he was ſo anxious 


to diſcover. Sir William found himfelf much 


better at Lyons, where he ſpent a few days 
in viſiting the various manufactories, wiſh- 
ing to give Henry an opportunity of deli- 
vering the letters he had for the Nobility 
reſident in that town, from whom his Lord- 


| ſhip, as well as the Baronet, met with the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed. politeneſs; but as the 
former could not diſcover. any traces of his 
beloved Joſephine, he was as anxious as Sir 
William to proceed on their journey, and as 

che 
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the Baronet underſtood the- accommodations 
were very indifferent between that town 
and Avignon, the famous inn at Montelimart 
excepted, he preferred travelling by water, 
having been affured he would find going. 
down the Rhone very agreeable ; but referred 
the matter to Henry, whom he now con- 
ſulted upon every occaſion. He approved 

very. much of the idea, convinced fuch a 
conveyance mult be perfectly eaſy, therefore 
particularly adapted for his grandfather ; but 
having been told the inns at Avignon were 
very indifferent, he offered to precede him 


 thither, and engage a houſe, or comfortable 


apartment, againſt his arrival; bad roads and 
worſe accommodations were a matter of little 
moment to him, as he obſerved their horſes 
might proceed flowly forwards, and he could 
go on poſt, which would be infinitely more 
expeditious, and would enable him to look 
about him before Sir William's arrival. — 
The Baronet was very loth to part wich his 


GH" yet ſaw ſo 1 advantages likely 
to 
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to ariſe from his propoſal, he readily con- 
ſented to his wiſhes, being particularly averſe 
to the idea of taking up his abode in a 
French inn, and very much flattered" to find 
dis grandſon ſo anxious to contribute to his 
eaſe and convenience : Next morning there- 
fore Henry went forwards in his own car- 
riage, merely attended by his valet, whom he 
took in his chaiſe with hin, and a couple of 
footmen, ſlept at Orange the ſecond night, 
and reached Avignon the ſecond day between 
ten and eleven in the forenoon, and knowing | 
an Engliſnman's travelling dreſs is always 
looked upon as perſectly genteel in France, 
he proceeded the moment he alighted on foot 
to Mr. Tervire's, a banker, upon whom both 
Sir Wünam and hithfelf had unlimited let- 
ters of credit. This Gentleman was at home, 
and received his Lordſhip with the utmoſt 
politeneſs, He immediately told Mr. Ter- 
vire he was in want of a houſe, or large 
apartment, to gcoommodate his grandfather, 
(Sir William Cleveland, whom he expected 
| in 
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in a very few days): and himſelf. Mr. Ter- 
vice did not exactly comprehend how a 
Baronet came to be grandfather to a Lord, 
till he reflected Sir William was moſt likely 
his Lordſhip's mother's, father, and ' inſtantly, 
| Promiſed to do all in his power to accom- 
modate his Lordſhip to his wiſhes, adding 
de would accompany him immediately, if 
_ agreeable, to ſee a hotel he knew was empty, 
and which he thought would meet with his 
3 W 3 
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| ” Then let us ae — 
ſible,” ſaid Henry, 8 1 wiſh my grand- 
| En desen, — 
= 1. am at [your Lordſhip's orders,” aid 
| Mr. Tervire, bit only hope, as you are 
quite alone, and at an inn, you will do me 
the honour to dine with Mrs. Tervire and 
myſelf. We expect a few of your country- 
men, which may induce your: Leal to 

: favour vs with your company.” 


111 
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ce 14d not want ſuch an inducement,” 
ſaid Henry, <to accept your polite invita- 
tion: Are there many Engliſh feſident here?” 

Not many; I} the laſt comers, 
your Lordſhip excepted, who have been 
particularly recommended to me, are a Col. 

Falkland, his ſiſter- in- law; and her daughter; ; 
they arrived here but yeſterday, and ſtruck 
me as being a moſt amiable family; the 
Colonel has been abroad ſome time, ſeems 
in a very indifferent late of health; but 1 
ſincerely hope he will find benefit from our 
warm climate and pure air. Miſs Falkland 
is remarkably handſome, and appears to poſ- 
ſeſs no ſmall ſhare of that vivaci:y my eoun- 
try- women are ſo renowned for in general,— 
My father, that was to have been, thought 
his Lordſbip, had my mother been of his 
way of thinking, he had learned from Sir 
William that the Colonel had ſucceeded to 
all his late brother's eſtates, who had only 
leſt one: daughter behind him, whom it was 
A would be very rich, and might 

-— 
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| ſuit ſome: needy Peer.” — Such were Sir 
William's own. expreſſions. Henry had been 
diverted by them at the time, and was now 
very much pleaſed at the idea of ſeeing his 

father's moſt intimate friend, and to whom 
he was certainly, in ſome degree, indebted, 

as it was through his means, in ſome reſpects, 

his grandfather had traced him out, he muſt 
therefore have intereſted himſelf about him 
during his childhood. As Henry took no 
notice of the panegyric Mr. Tervire beſtowed 
upon Miſs Fal land, that Gentleman thus 
proceeded : * The greateſt man at preſent 
here, and whom I ought perhaps to have 
mentioned firſt, is Lord Irvan, only fon to 
the Earl of Willsford ; but I have not the 
honour of his acquaintance.” 

c I did not know his Lordſhip was upon 
the Continent,” faid Henry, recollecting 
this was the Nobleman he had thought his 
rival in Lady Sophia Courtenay's good graces, 
the couſin ſhe. had ſo ludicrouſly deſcribed. 
Has he been long at Avignon ?” 
: | & About 
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«- About a month, my Lord.” 
+ © You are acquainted with him, I pre- 
| ſume 2 - | | | 

« Merely by reputation, my Lord; I never 
was in his company; he is not among my 
gueſts indeed, as I have already told your 
Lordſhip, I merely know Lord Irvan by 
ſight ; but, beſides the Falkland family, 1 
expect two very agreeable young Gentlemen, 
much about your Lordſhip's age, the one a 
Mr. Trevors, ſon and heir to Lord Marſden, 
the other a Mr. Milton, only ſon to a 
very rich country Gentleman, they have 
both been here ſome time, and a Mr. and 
Mrs. White, who have reſided here. for near 
a twelvemonth, a good tempered ſimple 
couple, who ſee very little company, and 
reſide abroad through motives of economy 
I rather ſuppoſe. This is the party your 
Lordſhip has been ſo obliging as to promiſe 
to meet. There is another Engliſh family 
in the town, but with whom Tam notintimate,. 
a Mr. and Miſs Murray, the Lady is reported 
to be worth a hundred thouſand pounds, and 

1s 
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is under the protection of her uncle, who is 
alſo her guardian. She is juſt come out of 

a Convent I underſtand, though I cannot ſay 


the appears very young, and is rather a fine 
than a handſome woman ; it is ſaid ſhe has 


made a conqueſt-of Lord Irvan.” 


E FThen ſhe muſt poſſeſs uncommon talents 
I ſhould preſume,” ſaid Henry; © for I never 

heard his Lordſhip ſpoken of as a great ad- 
mirer of the fair ſex.” 

Then the air of France has altered his 

way of thinking, I ſhould rather preſume, 


my Lord,” ſaid Tervire, ſmiling, «for he 


is particularly attentive to the different un- 
married, nay, even married Ladies here.“ 

Oh! 1 may have been miſinformed, 
Sir,“ ſaid Henry, aſking after ſeveral French 
families, for whom he had letters, particularly 
about Cardinal D-—-, whom he had heard 
mentioned as a moſt amiable man, 

e Indeed he deſerves that character, my 
Lord, ſaid Tervire; © but apropos to that, 


there is a ball and ſupper at the Caſtle to 
night, 
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night, you: muſt honour it with your 1 
ſence.“ 1 
« As T have not yet delivered my letters 
ſaid Henry, * certainly cannot ky wy” 

a liberty unaſked.” 
K your: Lordſhip ak 16 me to 


5 | 
, > Wt - 


introduce you,” ſaid Tervire. The Car- 


dinal would never forgive me if I was to 
leave you at home; he is particularly par- 
tial to your countrymen, and J flatter my- 
ſelf would receive your Lordſhip with the 
politeneſs due to your rank, upon merely 
underſtanding you were recommended to 
me, and the letters you are the bearer of 
will entitle , you to every mark of his 
reſpect. It will really hurt his eminence” 
very much if you ſtand upon ceremony, and 
you will have a very favourable opportunity 
of ſeeing all the firſt Nobility in the town ; 
all our handſome Ladies will be preſent; and 
I aſſure you we boaſt of our belles, The 
bare poſſibility that his Joſephine might be 
among the company made all Henry's ſcru- 
ples vaniſh, and he readily promiſed to ac- 
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company Mr. Tervire, and chen ſet out with 
him to ſee the hotel he had mentioned, which 
was truly magnificent, and by Henry's 
deſire he promiſed to engage it immedi- 
ately, and have it prepared for their recep- 
tion: He then attended Henry to his ion, 
where he leſt him to. dreſs, promiſing to call 
for him at two o'clock in his carriage, and 
inſiſting upon his accepting an apartment 
in his houſe, at leaſt for that night, Henry 
now went to his toilette, and willing to ap- 
Pear, to- advantage, in hopes that night was 
deſtined. to crown: his hopes, adorned in the 
ſuit his grandfather had preſented him with 
upon his acceſſion to his title, he was ready 
when Mr. Tervire arrived, who informed 
him he had engaged the hotel at the enor- 
mous price of fiftcen Louis a month!“ 1 
Upon my word,” faid Henry, * I ſhould 
have thought it cheap at twice that ſum.” 


Mr. Tervire ſmiled, and aſſured his 
Lerdihip « the owner had aſked five Louis 
5 more, 


| 
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more, becauſe he underſtood it was for an 
Engliſh Nobleman.“ — He then led the 
way to bis carriage, and a very few minutes 
brought them to his houſe. 


C HAF. X. 


Henry was introduced to Mrs. Tervire, 
who was alone in the drawing- room, as none 
of the company were yet arrived; but in a 
very ſhort time Mr. Trevors and Mr. Milton 
were announced, and an introduction took 
place between the three young men; the 
A two 


- 
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two latter were very polite, but ſeemed rather 
at a loſs what to ſay. Henry eaſily gueſſed 
they had not yet heard of his new- acquired 
honours, which at ſuch a diſtance from Eng- 
land was not to be wondered at, therefore 

found himſelf very much inclined to laugh, 
thinking they might ſuppoſe he had added 
the title of my Lord to his name of his own 
authority, as. many other Engliſhmen had 
done before him :* The converſation however 
became general; they were both men of 
faſhion and education, and as Henry's manners 
and appearance had greatly prepoſſeſſed them 
in his favour, they treated him with the utmoſt 
- politeneſs, though, as he had ſuſpected 
neither of them, thought he had the leaſt 
right to the appendage of my Lord. While 
they were anſwering ſome of his queſtions 
concerning the Avignoneſe Nobility, Mr. 
and Mrs. White made their appearance. If 
Henry had not been told this was an Engliſh 
couple he would not have made the diſcovery; 
the Gentleman's dreſs exactly reminded him 
of ſome ofthe inferior Nobility at St. Omer's, 
| when 
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when adorned to pay their reſpects to bis 
friend D'Orcy, as it was tawdry, out of 
faſhion, and truly deyoid of taſte and ele- 
gance, therefore rather ſerved to exhibit the 
awk ward uncouth manners of the wearer than 
to adorn his perſon. Mrs. White was really 
a fine woman, and when ſeated very hand- 
ſome ; but when ſhe moved, and particularly 
when ſhe entered the room, reminded Henry 
of the country clowns he had ſeen in the 
county of Durham adorned in womens 
clothes on Plow-Monday. Little paſſed till 
the arrival of the Falkland family. The 
Colonel was a tall handſome man of two 
and forty, his countenance open and inte- 
reſting, and his manners truly thoſe of a fine 
Gentleman. Mrs. Falkland, the once juvenile 
friend of the lovely Fanny Weſthorpe, ſtruck 
Henry as being a moſt amiable woman, and 
though not poſſeſſed of any ſhining qualities, 
was beloved and eſteemed by all her intimate 


acquaintance, Her daughter did not ſtrike 


the huſband of the lovely Joſephine as being 
4 n but it muſt be allowed few men 
H 3 * were 
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were able to make the ſame compariſon he 
commonly did when looking at a handſome 
woman. Fhis young Lady had certainly 
great pretenſions to the title of a firſt rate 
belle; good eyes, a fine complexion, and an 


dilegant figure, her manners were grace- 


ful, and her ſmiling countenance beſpoke 
good humour and vivacity. | 


Mr. Tervire immediately introduced Lord 
Fitz. Oſborne to the Colonel and the Ladies; 
his ſtrilzing reſemblance to his father ſtruck 
«ke Colonel very forcibly, and had he been 
introduced as Mr. Cleveland would have 
impelled him to catch him in Eis arms, as 
it was the title aſtoniſhed him as much as 
Henry's figure; he was well verſed in the 
Britiſh Peerage, and was certain no Peer 
_ of the name of Fitz-Oſborne was to be 

Found in the red book, and his Engliſh 
correſpondents had not yet wrote him word 
of Henry's - recent promotion, it was there- 
fore very excuſeable in a mant of the world, 


* ka reſided long enough abroad to be 
very 
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very much uponihis guard againſt the nu- 
merous .Englith impoſtors the different parts 
of the Continent abound with, to place 
Lord FEitz-Oſborne among that claſs ; had 
Mr. Tervire added grandſon to Sir William 
Cleveland when he introduced his Lordſhip 
to the Colonel he would have ſet both 
Gentlemen perfectly at their eaſe; as it us 
they Were very much confuſed through very 
different motives, but were fortunately re- 
lieved by. the appearance of a ſervant who 
came to ſummon them to dinner. 


During the repaſt the converſation was 
very general. The Colonel obſerved Henry 
with ſcrutinizing eyes, thought him a very fine 
fellow, and his manners and addreſs parti- 
cularly faſcinating, ſtill he concluded he had 
certainly aſſumed a title by way of adding 
to his conſequence, yet did not like to men- 
tion his ſuſpicions; but determined to queſ- 
tion Mr. Tervire very clofcly the moment 
he found an opportunity concerning bis 

H 4 | — 
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family and expectations, and till his doubts 
were either removed or confirmed, to treat 
the object of them with diſtant civility. — 
Mr. White, who had eat very heartily, as 
if he did not oſten ſit down to ſuch dinners, 
and drank as freely, aſked Mr. Trevors, in 
an audible whiſper, Who is this Lord 
Fitz-Oſborne?“ 
Pray apply to your W friend, 
Load Irvan,” ſaid Trevors, in a ſimilar tone, 
- < he is more likely to ſatisfy you. I know. 
no more of one than the other.” 
.« What ſtill jealous of my intimacy 
with Lord Irvan ?” faid White, with a filly 
laugh. 
% Pray how long has his Lordſhip been 
at Avignon? ?”” ſaid Colonel Falkland, ad- 
dreſſing Mr. Tervire.“ 
About a month, Colonel. Are 900 
by acquainted with him?“ 
__ « Merely by report, Sir,” ſaid the Colonel, 
and I have read ſome of his ſpeeches in 
the houſe, 1 almoſt wonder he ſhould be 


upon 
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upon the Continent during the meeting f 
Parliament, for he is a' very conſtant at- 
tendant upon his duty.” 

% A complaint upon his lungs brought 
him here, Colonel,” ſaid Mr. White. a 

« Why I ſhould not wonder if he had 
talked ' himſelf into a decline,” faid the 
Colonel, © for I think for the laſt ſeven years. 
he has laboured very hard to bring, about a 
reform in our Government.” 

ce J can aſſure you, Colonel, his Lordſhip: 
has no ſymptoms of a conſumption,” ſaid 
Trevors.; © he is as hearty as his friend Mr. 
White to all appearance, and I am. fore he 
does not look more than five and twenty.” 

Lord Irvan cannot be much on this ſide 
of thirty, Sir,“ ſaid the Colonel. | 

« So [I have always told you Gentlemen, 
aid White; © and that his Lordſhip's youth- 
ful looks are owing to the regular life he has 
led.” 

0 That may be, % Gig. Milton ; Hut T 
never yet ſaw any man look ſo young of his 


gage. 
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45/ Bow had better ſay at once his Lordſhip 
is an impoſtor, Gentlemen, . ſaid White, 
highly provoked. 
If he had not been ſo intimate with you, 
White,“ faid Trevors, *I ſhould have had 
my doubts,” glancing his eyes towards Lord 
Pitz-Oſborne while he ſpoke, who eaſily 
* gueſſed what he meant, but was too much 
- amuſed to endeavour to diſſipate their ſuſpi- 
cions, Mr. Tervire, who ſpoke very good 
Engliſh, and oſten mixed in the converſa- 
tion, could not underſtand the half hints he 
teceived from not entertaining any of the 
- doubts which troubled the minds of his 
gueſts. - | 


< PEO 


c Well, but White,” ſaid Trevors, © you. 
are really too haſty. and cannot take a joke. 
I did not mean to doubt the identity of 

Lord Ivan: I know his father is Earl of 
Willsford, and was created by Charles the 
Second. I have got the red book by heart.” 
Lord Fitz-Oſborne could not help ſmiling, 
| while Milton, to > give a turn-to the conver- 
1 | | ſation, 
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ſation, ſaid, But how goes on his Lord- 
ſhip's love affairs, White ? Will his elo 
quence gain the heart of Miſs Medway 2” 
« dare ſay his Lordſhip can plead for 
the rights of man,” aid Colonel Funn 


laughing. 


Come, do tell us, White,” ſaid weve OF 


te if this modern Demoſthenes i is rk: o 
ſucceed ?”? , 

* Now 8s you ſuppoſe, Set I 
would . diſcloſe che ſecrets of my friend d 
ſaid White: No -O- am not ns __ 
of man.” 

# Mo das die 
diſcretion,” ſaid Trevors: © I did not 1 


you were {worn to al 


White winked his cat Hark a few 
more glaſſes of wine, while his wife drew 
herſelf up with a knowing look, and ſeemed 7 
to have a great defire to be prating, which 

determined Trevors and Milton to afford her 
an opportunity, they therefore began to com- 
Pliment her upon her huſband's ben 4 


H6 chen 
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then told her, as ſhe was ſo ;atleiate with 
_ Miſs Medway, when ſhe and Mr, White 

compared notes, they - muſt be pretty 1 

judges how matters would end.” 

% To be ſure, Gentlemen, ſaid the * 
gant Lady; I Re what I know,” - 
„ My dear,” ſaid White, © be careful 
what you ſay; you know I would ſooner 

die than betray a friend.” 

© Blefs me, Mr. White, you need not 

keep ſuch. a pother; do you think * 

5 —— hor ponder: -» | | 


In 'A warm Aifoute would moft likely have 
taken place between this prudent couple, if 
Mrs. Tervire had not propoſed adjourning 

into the ſaloon to coffee. After the Ladies 
had left the room the Gentlemen all made 

a4 ſort of ſtand to allow Lord Fitz-Oſborne 
to precede. them; he felt his colour riſe, and 

., - Wiſhed very much he had made himſelf known 

| + toCol. Falkland, which would have perfectly 
+. © Clearcd up the preſent myſtery; conſcious, how 
5 is 125 Ver, 
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ever, his rank intitled him to the compliment 
the company ſeemed inclined to pay him, 
he led the way in ſilence, while they inter- 
preted his glowing cheeks to conſcious ſhame 
and dread of detection. White was very fond 
of coffee, therefore haſtily ſwallowed two 
cups, which he waſhed down with three 
glaſſes of liqueurs, and was ſoon quite off his 
guard. Tre vors and Milton were both eager 
to be at the bottom of the ſecret between 
this fooliſh couple, and the latter thus ad- 
dreſſed Mrs. White: If I thought I 
could meet with a Lady poſſeſſed of half 
your excellent qualities I would marry her 
to-morrow, _—_ ſhe had not a Ns. 
in the wor # 
«. That is e as a Gentleman ought, 
Mr. Milton,” ſaid the police Lady, “and 


I am ſure you deſerve to be happy; but of. 


marriages are made in Heaven you ese 
and you muſt take your chance.“ 

c Cexrtainly, iny dear Ma'am; but now, 
among your female acquaintance, do you 
know of a Lady anſwers your ideas and 
B 1 mine 
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mine of an amiable .companion for life, for 
1 am determined before I marry to have 
your. opinion of my choice, if I do not get 
you to recommend the Lady.” 
« Goodneſs, Mr. Milton, how odd you 
talk! I am ſure I know nobody would ſuit 
you, Miſs Medway is engaged.” 
e Mydear—my dear,” faid White, (what 
ate you talking about? | 
« La! Mr. White, I wiſh you would 
mind your own buſineſs. Would you have 
me ' adviſe Mr. Milton to make love to 
Uther folks miſtreſſes? How filly you are!” 


e This clever ſpeech nearly deranged the 
gravity of the whole company, while Milton 
giving Mrs. White a look, as much as to 
jay your huſpand is in liquor, cried, Never 
- ing, Mr. White.” | | 
« Dear Ma'am, every. man his not 

i good fortune, and for one. I envy him 
moſt prodigiouſly ; bur do you think the 
e will take 1. before Lord Irvan 
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returns to England? I have heard he is N 
preſſing. 

« Do not think to pump any thing out 


of me, Mr. Milton,” faid Mrs. White; 
am not to * _ e neither. 


White a again exclaimed, 10 What are you 
talking about, my dear ? Tou have been 
prating I find.“ 

_ $00 Me prating, Mr. White! I five your 

words. Do not accuſe me of telling tales 

I defire ; I never mentioned a word of what 

I know; I never did, and 1 dare wy WE 

to ſay I am a tatler.” . 

„ My dear Ma'am, Mr. White does not 

know what he is talking about, ſaid Milton; 

“for my own part I do not think you ever 

had your equal for prudence.” © © 

« Give me leave to fay, Mr. Milton,” 
faid White, © I do not want you to make 
love to my wife; you ſeem very "Om of 

OE nonſenſe to her. . | 


Mr. b 
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Mr. Milton make love to me, Mr. 
White! How dare you fay ſuch a thing? 1 
dare ſay I ſhould allow of that, and before 
company too, that is a very likely mattes ! 
No—no, I know better than that I can 
aſſure you. He is a very well beſpoken 
Gentleman, and never ſaid a word Miſs 
Falkland need have been aſhamed to hear, 
and I never told him any thing about my 
Lord or Miſs Medway W and * is 


IF » 
x | 


This little bit of a bounce, for the Lady 
was warm, and half roſe from her chair 
- Teveral times, again diſcompoſed the gravity 
of the company. Henry approached one of 
the windows, Colonel Falkland ſmiled, and 
| his niece had recourſe to her pocket hand- 
kerchief. Mr. White was afraid he had 
. offended beyond. forgiveneſs, and faid, — 


How ſilly you are, my dear, you never 


can take a joke! Mr. Trevors has been 


teazing me about his Lordſhip; but if he 
. does 
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does love Miſs Medway, what is that to us ? 
as I tell him, we took care, if they did 
play the fool, it ſhould not be at our houſe; 
we do not want to be drawn into trouble.“ 
« To be ſure not, my dear,” ſaid Mrs. 
White, © they are both old enough to know | 
what they are about.” 
e Very true, Mrs, White, ſaid ee 
with as compoſed a countenance as he could 
aſſume; © I only wonder how the filly report 
Mr. Milton and I heard got abroad.“ 
« Why, what have you heard, Mr. 


 Trevors?” ſaid White. 


« Nay, now do not plead Ignorance, 
White, ſaid Milton. If there is any 
foundation for the ſtory we have heard, you 
muſt be at the bottom of it, indeed ſo i is 
ſaid. ” 4x 

« Why, Do 8 ay they are actually 
married ?” faid Mrs. White. 

« I heard ſo in a dozen places this morn- 

ing,” ſaid. Trevors. | 

« And ] in as many more,” ſaid Milton. 

Mrs. 


— 
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Mrs. White ſtared at her huſband, and 
then at Mr. Trevors, faying, Well, 1 
never heard the like of this! Have you 
ncard it too, Mr. Tervire ?“ 

« I muſt ſay I have,” ſaid the latter, hardly 
able to keep his countenance; * but cannot 
ſay I gave much credit to the report.“ 
It is next to an impoſſibility co keep a 
woman from prating, ſaid White, “ This 
ſtory could never have got abroad if it had 
not been buzaed about by ſomebody, n. 
White, I am afraid.” | 
I tell you again and again, Mr. White.” 
aid bis diſcreet wife, I am as innocent as 


fttte child ij am big with. Inever did ſay they 


were married. I defy any of the good com- 
pany preſent to ſay as much: I did aſk if 
other folks ſaid fo ſure enough, and that was 

ass much as 1 did, as I hope to be delivered.“ 


Aſter a lietle coughing Trevors ſaid, © It 
was very ſilly to make a ſecret of what every 
body was acquainted with, ſo do pray, 
White, inſtead of accuſing your innocent 

wite, 


MYSTERIOUS WIFE, 163 


wife, tell us the whole ſtory yourſelf; are 
they actually united in the holy bands of 
wedlock ? If you cannot confirm this part 
of the ſtory, upon my word I ſhall hardly 
know what to think, after what I have heard.” 
Let me tell you, Mr. Trevors, Lord Irvan 
is a man of honour, and Miſs Medway is a 

young Lady of virtue and reputation.“ 
That I know the is,” ſaid Mrs. White, 
drawing herſelf up, and as for what ſean- 
dalous folks may ſay, why it is no matter, 
time will ſnew whether Mrs. White has kept 
company with a woman of bad character, 
and, I thank God, I can look any honeſt 
body in the face, My 3 
known here!?! 
« 1 wiſh you wauld not talk dence 
ſaid White: * What a fuſs is here about your 
reputation! When women have drank a glaſs 
or two of ine they prate like magpies. 
« You had better ſay I am tipſy, like 
yourſelf, Mr. White,” ſaid this wife. Let 
me tell you her 'Ladyſhip's character is ſuf- - 
fering, and I always ſtand up for my friends; 
but 
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but you do not care what any body Jays when 

1 out have got a drop in your head.” _ 

_« D—mn your long tongue,“ ſaid White, 
{ſtriking the table with his. fiſt, which made 
his deary ſtart, while the reſt of the com- 

pany all burſt out a laughing at his rage. — 
Mrs. White burſt into tears, and ſaid, It 

was very hard, but it was always the caſe, 
ſhe was ſure to bear the blame if any thing 
went wrong.” The Gentlemen blamed Mr. 

White for giving way to paſſion; he begged 

pardon, and agreed it was very wrong, par- 
ticularly in the preſent inſtance. Theſe ac- 

knowledgements and alluſions to the Lady's 
ſituation, which no one would elſe have diſ- 
covered, reſtored Mrs. White's good humour, 
and, by way of getting rid of her, her huſ- 

band reminded her of an engagement ſhe 
had made for the afternoon, adding, © it 
grew late. —“ Well, my dear, her Lady ſhip 
will excuſe me. I told her I dined out, ſo 
ſhe would not expect me very ſoon. This 

- - freſh blunder made the huſband ſtart from 

5 ” chair, reach her cloak, and deſire ſhe 

- would 
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would ſet off before ſhe diſcovered every 5 


thing ſhe knew. No one preſent could look 
ſcrious, and Mrs. Tervire and the other 
Ladies left the room. ase 

« Now there are none but Gentlemen, 
ſaid White, looking round him with an air 
of triumph the moment the door was ſnut, 
« ] do not mind ſpeaking, but it is very 


wrong, as you perceive, to let a woman into 


a ſecret. Mrs. White is a very good wife, 
and means well; but ſhe. is not aware of 
the conſequence of her ſpeeches: However, 
we are among friends I hope, fo her indiſ- 
cretion is of little ſignification; the truth 
muſt come out ſooner or later, and I dare 
fay it will be made public before his Lord- 
ſhip wiſhes it; but the ceremony was per- 
formed laſt Saturday at Montpelier, Mr. 
Medway ſet out for Lyons, you know Gen- 
tlemen (looking at Trevors and Milton) laſt 
Monday, and his Lordſhip having made 
himſelf a tolerable intereſt in the young 
Lady's heart, was able to prevail upon her 

to 
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to conſent 10 a private marriage during her 
guardian's abſence, whom I preſume, now 
the deed is done, will be glad to overlook 
their innocent folly.“ That Lord Irvan, who 
was much more than of age, and perfectly 
His own maſter, ſhould marry thus clandeſ- 
tinely, aſtoniſhed Henry, he muſt be a 
very different character from What Lady 
Sophia had given him to underſtand, ſtill 
Colonel Falkland's remarks tallied with her 
account of him, yet altogether this ſeemed 
rather an extraordinary affair. White he was 
revolving all he had heard about his Lord- 
ſhip in his mind, Colonel Falkland faid, 
1 Is the Lady very rich, or can you aſſign 
any. reaſon for a man of Lord Irvan's family 
and propetty acting thus ſtrangely? I have 
heard his Lordſhip, he muſt excuſe me, 

mentioned as an odd character; but he cer- 
tainly need not have dreaded a refuſal: from 
any father in Great- Britain I ſhould have ſup- 
poſed.“ 


« ] 


- 
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* 


ct Nee Colonel,“ ſaid White, ce he 


was afraid the Earl of Willsford might have 


objected to his marrying ſo much beneath 


himſelf' in point of rank ; for, though Miſs 
Medway has a very large fortune, beſides 
an amazing quantity of jewels; ſne is very 


much his Lordſhip's inferior in other re- 
ſpects, as ſhe is only the daughter of a very 


great Liverpool merchant.” 

« That a man of thirty,” faid the Colonel, 
tand who pays fo little deference to his 
father's political opinions as Lord Irvan is 


known to do, ſhould be afraid of diplealing 


the Earl in his choice of a wife, is truly 
wonderful! However, I have no right to 
criticiſe his Lordſhip's conduct.“ 


« Why, upon my honour,. I cannot ſce 


the neceſſity of the precautions he has taken,” 


laid Trevors; © he has nothing to dread 
from diſobliging the Earl, and at his age 


he ſurely. had a right to chuſe for himſelf.“ 
« Alt I know, Gentlemen,” ſaid White, 


c ig, that my wife and myſelf accompanied” 
him and Miſs Medway to Montpelier, where 


his 


4 * 
* 
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his Lordſhip! had heard there was an Engliſh 
clergyman, who for a trifling preſent would 

perform the ceremony, and I poſitively 
thought we had hardly been miſſed, for we 

left. Avignon on Saturday, and returned 
hefe on the Sunday. We ſlept at Mont- 
pelier, they were - married in the morning, 
and we returned home again; and as the 
bride and bridegroom do not inhabit the 
ſame houſe, I am amazed to find their mar- 
riage has ſo ſoon got wind. What Mr. 
Medway will ſay when he returns, God andy 
knows; z at all events he cannot blame me. 

60 Oh ! certainly not, Sir,“ ſaid the Colo- 


nel, with a half ſmile, end he muſt think 


it a great match for his daughter.“ But 
White having looked at his watch, ſtarted 
up, ſaying, I muſt be gone; I am engaged 
to meet his Lordſhip, but hope I ſhall have 

the advantage of ſeeing all this good com- 
| pany again at the Caſtle,” hurrying away as 
| ſoon as he had ceaſed ſpeaking. The recent 


- diſcovery amuſed the company very much, 


and when the Ladies returned into the ſaloon 
Colonel a 
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Colonel Falkland propoſed ſetting out. Mr. 
Trevors and Milton made their exit firſt; 
ſaying, © they muſt call at their lodgings 
before they PRO to the Caſtle. * : 


Colonel Falkland, This ſiſter | cage! niece, 
next took their leave, and Lord Fitz-Oſborne 
accompanied Mr. and Mrs. Tervire in theit 
coach. His Lordſhip had ſeldom mixed in 
the diſcourſe during the aſternoon, and Mr. 
Tervire had been amazed a man of his rank 
and large fortune met with no more attention 
from his countrymen. Henry knew the 
cauſe of their unpoliteneſs, and reflected he 
migbt in their place have acted as they did, 
yet hoped he ſhould have judged. a ſtranger - 
with more candour: During their drive to 
the Caſtle, which ſtood upon a very ſteep 
hill, Lord Irvan was mentioned, and Henry 


ſaid, he by no means anſwered the deſcrip- 


tion he had heard of him from _ _ af 
his family. 

Why, I 4 Mr. Tervbrol is of i 
Lordſhip's: way of thinking,” ſaid Tervire: 
vo. Aft. ES . 


— 
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I hardly underſtood ſome part of his diſ- 
courſe this afternoon.” Henry laughed, and 


informed the banker the myſterious ſpeeches 


he alluded to were meant to give him (Mr, 
Tervire) to underſtand they thought he had 
introduced them to an impoſtor, mentioning 
how long he had borne his preſent title, and 
what he preſumed were their ſuſpicions, 


Then they were very much to blame,” 
faid Tervire, © not to call me on one ſide to 
 fatisfy their doubts, I am not ſorry the 

young Gentlemen will, in ſome meaſure, be 
puniſhed for their unpoliteneſs, when they diſ- 


cover how unfounded their ſuſpicions were.” 


The diſcourſe next reverted to Colonel Falk- 


land. Henry did not chuſe to ſay he had 


been his father's friend till he found whether 
the Colonel was inclined to acknowledge it 
himſelf, and had come to a reſolution to be 
as diſtantly polite as he was, except the Co- 
lonel choſe to alter his behaviour, and not 

take the leaſt notice of either Trevors or 
| Milton till they ſought his friendſhip. 


© CHAP. 
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LIES: 


WIEN the carriage ſtopped, Mr. Tervire 
conducted Henry through a large guard 
room into a molt magnificent ſuite of apart- 
ments, in the laſt of which they found his 
Eminence, whom Mr. Tervire had ſeen after 
he parted from Henry in the morning, 
wiſhing to inform him of the new comer's 
arrival, and intention to accompany him to 
the Caſtle in the evening. Colonel Falkland, 
who had but juſt preceded them, was talking 
with the Cardinal, and ſeemed very anxious 
to diſcover what ſort of a reception Lord 

12 Fitz- 
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Fitz-Oſborne would meet with, and what an- 


ſwers he would make to the probable queſtions 
chat would be put to him. The Cardinal ad- 


Vvoanced to meet his Lordſhip, and welcomed 


him in the politeſt terms to Avignon, and as 
Joon as the firſt compliments were over, Lord 
Fitz-Oſbornepreſented his Eminence with five 
different letters of recommendation. The 
Cardinal glanced his eyes over the directions, 
and ſoon begged leave to peruſe them, 
ſeemed highly pleaſed with the contents, 
and when he had concluded, addreſſed ſeveral 
yery flattering ſpeeches to Henry, which re- 
duced the Col. to a ſtate of doubtful ſuſpenſe; 
he was certain the title was not in that year 's 
court calendar, yet he was very much puz- 
zled to account for the Cardinal's behaviour. 
He aſked Heary ſeveral queſtions about 
Verſailles and the Royal Family, and his 
anſwers convinced the Colonel he had been 
preſented to the Grand Monarch, then he 
could not be an impoſtor. - — Before the 
Cardinal had done reading his. letters Tre- 


vors and Milton * they eyed Lord 
Fitz- 


1e r eee e Oe . 
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Fitz-Oſborne with even more ſuſpicious 
glances than they had favoured him with at 
Mr. Tervire's, and ſeemed to have come to 


a reſolution not even to addreſs him, as they 


ſpoke to Colonel Falkland and the Ladies, 


and then retreated to ſome diſtance without 


taking the flighteſt notice” of his Lordſhip, 
which induced Henry to think they had been 
home to conſult the Peerage. | The idea 
made him ſmile, and to convince them he 
had no wiſh to renew his acquaintance with 


them he walked. to the other ſide of the 
Cardinal, where he could have a better 


view of the adjoining rooms, and his heart 
beat high, as he reflected it was poſ- 
ſible he ſhould ſee his Joſephine. While he 
was thus employed in watching the entrance 
of every new comer, Trevors and Milton 


again approached the Colonel, ſaying, “we 


have all got the ſtart of the bride and the 
bridegroom I find, Colonel.“ | 


{© I proteſt I do not think. I ſhall Meble 
to look ſerious when they do * ſaid 


"7 Mi lton.. 


. 
N 
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2 Oh? 1 muſt tell his Eminence what 3 
diſcovery we have made,” ſaid Trevors, 
which he did the moment he had paid his 
compliments. The Cardinal was very much 
" diverted by his account of how they got at 

the ſecret, and was till laughing when Mr. 

White came ſtalking down the rooms. The 

Cardinal with difficulty compoſed his coun- 


> - cenance while he received this beau, and 


liſtened to his compliments. Trevors hardly 

allowed him to retreat before he aſked him 
how he came to be alone?“ 

« They will be all here by and bye,” faid 

White, & the carriage could not get up the 

_ - till fo ſoon as I did; I took the foot-path, 

which is much the neareſt you know.” — 


8 Trevors whiſpered ſomething in his ear, made 


White look very ſerious, and put his finger 
upon his lips, while Milton faid loud enough 
to be heard, «© Z—ds, man, you need not be 

- fo afraid of your grand ſecret; I have been 

told of the wedding ſince I have been here.“ 


White 
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White ſtared around him with wonder and 


amaze, while he- articulated, i in a faint voice, | 
« You do not fay ſo, Mr. Milton! His 
Lordſhip will be here in a few minutes, he 
is coming in a chair, and her Ladyſhip in 
his carriage with my wife: I adviſed this 
arrangement to prevent ſcandal and -fuſpt- 
cions. Sure in God the marriage will not 
be mentioned publicly. Who told you of 
it? I had better ſtep out and 2 his 
Lordſhip of what is likely to happen.“ 
0 There is no occaſton for ſuch a pre- 
caution,” faid Milton; “ beſides, ten to one 
his Lordſhip would blame "yOu for n 
people's want of difcretion.” | 
« True very true, faid White, turning 
from him to pay his reſpects to ſome of the 
Avignoneſe Nobihty he had got acquainted | 
with. 
The Cardinal, who had been attending to 
n what paſſed, faid, as foon as White had 
7 turned his back, © that is the moſt awkward 
being I think I ever bcheld! What nature 
intended him for I. eannot pretend to fay; 
„ not 
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not Ge a fine Gentleman it i is pretty evident. 
Your. Lordſhip will. excuſe. me I know for 
thus freely criticiſing a countryman. 
„ My opinion perfectly | coincides with 
your Eminence's,” ſaid Henry; „but folly 
and. ſimplicity. ſeem to prevent the perſon 
you allude, to from being ſenſible of his own 
deficiencies, therefore I am afraid he will 
never mend. 
There are but little ages,” aid the 
Cardinal « but I am afraid Avignon will 
appear very dull to your Lordſhip, having 
Jo lately left. Paris. Do not you think 
Cardinal R a very fine fellow? I ſpent 
fix weeks at his palace at Straſburgh in a 
continued ſeries of amuſements, and he lives 
in a ſtill greater ſtile in Paris I am informed.“ 
There are ſew men, I believe, | 
more generally eſteemed than the Cardinal | 
Prince, — ſaid Henry, — “ at Straſburgh, . 
where I firſt had the honour of being intro- 
duced to him by Baron Falkenheim; he is a 
Uttle king, and at Paris the firſt among the 
Sand Monarch's ſubjects, and really his 
converſation 
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converſation is ſo. faſcinating, I always forgot 
every other-perſon in his preſenee. I ſeldom 
looked round me till I took my leave. 
Four Lordſhip ſeems an equal favourite 
with the Prince,” ſaid the Cardinal, ſmiling,. 
« and few men are better judges of merit: 
But what think you of my gay. old friend 
the Duke of N——?” “ That he unites alk 
the vivacity of youth to the moſt reſpectabſe 
qualities in a man. of his age, and though | 
his filver locks and venerable countenance: 
inſpire men of my age with reverence, his 
gaiety prevents it from degenerating into» 
awe, and you inſenſibly grow as familiar with 
his Graces. as. with a cotmpanion of your own 
Fears,” „ ls | 
A very, juſt definition of his * 
rafter,” ſaid the Cardinal, —Henry's anſwers. 
were not thoſe of an impoſtor, Colonel. | 
Falkland and the other young men were 
' now convinced, as they knew the Noblemen 
the Cardinal had mentioned were of the firſt. 
; rank, and it was pretty evident Lord' Fitz- 
Wn ee Oſborne: 


N — > 


"I 
Owotne was upon the moſt intimate footing 
with both: Mr. Trevors and Milton were 
therefore ſeriouſly inclined to pay his Lord- 
Thip rather more reſpect, but he did not 
fem inclined to favour their advances. He 
had looked round the adjoining rooms ſeveral 
times, but ſaw no Joſephine; ill kept 
bis eyes anxiouſly fixed upon the door, in 

-. momentary expectation of ſeeing his brother 
Peer. At that moment he heard Milton 


Tay, in a fort of ** « Here comes the 
t , I Ik | 
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Henry looked up the rooms, and ſaw two 
Ladies advancing ; as Mrs. White was one 
of them he found it needleſs to aſk any 

' - Queſtions. She was an excellent foil to her 
companion, who ſtruck him as being much 
nearer thirty than twenty. She was dreſſed 
in the very extent of the reigning French 

bj faſhion, and prodigiouſiy rouged, which 
he did not approve of, as ſhe was cer- 

_ tainly handſome enough without that addi- 
tion; but her manners bore . ſome reſem- 

5 blance 


h 


for ſeveral ſeconds, and notwithſtanding a very 


blance to thoſe of her friend; they both 
advanced to pay their reſpects to the 
Cardinal, who was now ſurrounded by the 
Engliſh party. His Eminence received them 

with his accuſtomed politeneſs, and took _ 
no kind of notice of the mighty ſecret he 


| had juſt learned. Her Ladyſhip immedi- 


ately fixed her eyes upon Lord Fitz-Oſborne 
with a ſort of bold ſtare, ſecmed to ſay you 


are a fine fellow, and was jult going to turn 
about to mix in the circle, when ſhe met 


the eyes of Colonel Falkland, who had re- 
mained in the back ground behind his ſiſter 
and niece; but having caught a glimpſe of 
the bride, advanced between them to take 
a better ſurvey of her. The ſight of 
him prevented her Ladyſhip from moving 


thick coat of rouge, the ſurrounding com- 
pany perceived her countenance vary, her 
legs even began to tremble under her; but 
conſcious of her on confuſion, which the 
viſible aſtoniſhment of the ſpectators greatly 


cauſe of the Lady's agitation.— This he 
humourouſly avoided, referring him to 
the bride, and aſſuring him his prudence 
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mnoereaſed, ſhe tried: to rouſe berſelf, and; 
with the aſſiſtance of Mrs. White's arm, 
tottered into the next room. The moment 
her back was turned every eye was fixed 


vpon Colonel Falkland, who, notwithſtanding 


his natural grave diſpoſition, now found it 


impoſſible to look ſerious. The Cardinal 
broke the ſilence, ſaying, *« The new married 
Lady ſeems an old ere of. __ 85 


| Y Colonel. 


„ I wiſh the: acted fob oof: = 
Colonel, may not be attended with: ſerious 


conſequences, ſaid Tre vors. 
elt is to be hoped her * is not 


5 Mrs. White! 8 condition, * ſaid * . 
10 
— Eitz-Ofborne filed; awhile Trevors | 


mas, entreating the Colonel, to: explain the 


4urpaſſed. Mr. White's- In a very few mi- 
utes the latter Gentleman: came towards 
"blk 1245 6 3 | them 
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mem with haſty ſtrides, ſhoved paſt Trevor. 
and whiſpered ſomething in the Colonelꝰs 
ear, who ſaid, © Certainly,- Sir, I always 
make it a rule to comply with a Lady's 

requeſt, following Mr. White into the next 
room, n the TE had . _ her | 


we. 


am ſure there is | ſomething very 
laughable at the bottom of this adventure, 
daid Trevors, but I am afraid we ſhall not 
get at it.” 5,24 
We haye not Mr. White to deal with, * 
ſaid Milton; * but the Colonel certainly did 
not recollect the name of Med way, though 
he ſeems ſo intimate with this Lady.“ As 
Mrs. Falkland and her daughter were rather 
diſagreeably ſituated, the Cardinal recom- 
mended them to the care of the Counteſs de 
Gtaffigny, a very elegant woman, who came: 
up to pay hen reſpects during this interval, 
and they accompanied her into one of the 
other apartments. Tre vors and Milton had 
9111 taken 
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_ taken this opportunity to approach Henry, 
whom they now, having gone from one 


extreme into another, as many people are 
apt to do, had ſet down for a Duke at leaſt, 
who had aſſumed the title he bore to preſerve 
his incognita, — Trevors then aſked his 
Eminence what he really thought of her 
Ladyſhip's confuſion ?” 

„ That ſhe has been the Colonel's miſ- 
treſs,” ſaid the Cardinal, laughing. «© What 
is your Lordſhip's opinion?“ W to 
Henry. 

« ] perfectly agree with you, Sir,” 
uud he, and ſeriouſly begin to doubt the 
| Lady's being in poſſeſſion of the fortune ſhe 

s reported to poſſeſs. 
« Oh! how I ſhould laugh if this fooliſh 
Peer is taken in at laſt, ſaid Frevors ;. © I 
cannot bear the impertinent fop.” 
Where is he J wonder?“ ſaid Milton. 
« White ſaid he was W but I muſt 
fee how her Ladyſhip looks.“ The return 


of the Colonel e him from leaving 
the 
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the room, being exceſſively anxious to hear 
what he would fay. Trevors entreated him 
to elucidate, aſſuring him, © his Eminence 
and Lord Fitz-Ofborne had been forming 
conjectures very derogatory to the Lady" 8 
fame.“ 


The Colonel laughed, but proteſted the 
Cardinal and his Lordſhip wronged him ex- 
ceſſively, though he owned appearances were 
againſt him, agreed he had not recollected 
the name of Medway, though he perfectly 
recognized the Lady in queſtion the moment 
he ſaw her, having often had that advantage, 
though he had never been even among her 
acquaintance, much leſs her admirer. 


« T am very happy the bridegroom was 
not preſent at the meeting, ſaid the Car- 
dinal; © he is certainly a violent lover, and 
of courſe rather jealous, which you will allow 
in the preſent inſtance would have been 

"oy excuſeable. + 
| 60 Gas 
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n « Here he comes —here he comes!“ 
aid Milton, in an audible whiſper ; — be 
upon your guard, Colonel.“ Every eye 
was of courſe directed towards the door; ; 
but Henty not chuſing to advance was pre- 
vented from ſeeing him for ſome time, as 
the Colonel and Mr. Trevors, in their anxi- 
ety, had placed themſelves juſt before him. 
Colonel Falkland. was the firſt to recollect 
- himſelf,. and returned haſtily. between. the 
Cardinal and. Henry, ſaying, I really beg 
our Lordſhip's pardon; my eagerneſs to 
i ſee a man who has made ſuch, a noiſe in the 
World, is all the excuſe 1 can plead for my 


2 ; npoliteneſs.” 


r bowed in return for the Colone]'s 
compliment, and advancing two- ſteps 
caught fight,” not of. © the. tall, uncouth, 
raw - boned, hard- featured, young man, of 
ſeven or eight and twenty, with uncombed 
2 hair and unwaſhed face,” Lady Sophia 
n had taught him to expect in Lord 


ent”. Lan, 


Irvan, but of Captain Grey, his quondam, 
rival in Proprie Perſonæ, dreſſed in the moſt 
ſuperb ſtile, and advancing with all the airs 
of a man of ſuperior conſequence towards 
his Eminence, for a few ſeconds. Henry's 


ſurpriſe kept him filent; but when the 


fictitious Lord caught fight of the man he 
had ſo much reaſon to dread, and fo little 
expectation of ſeeing, his terror and diſmay 
was infinitely- more _ conſpicuous than his 
wife's had been juſt before. The Captain's 
mouth was half open to ſpeak, but fear de- 
-prived him. of .the power of articulation ; his 
under-jaw dropped lower by degrees, and 
his eyes rolled in his head, while they ex- 
preſſed horror and amaze. A ridiculous. 
ſmile now. ſucceeded the expreſſion of ſur- 
priſe upon Henry's countenance, while he 

ſaid, in an ironical tone, I am afraid you. 
are not well, Capt. Grey; your joy at ſeeing, 
me ſeems to have overcome you.“ | 


A general conſternation. was now vilible 
pon every countenance, and a profound: 
filence 
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ſilence enſued, till the Cardinal faid, «© What 
have we been all deceived at laſt! Pray, Sir, 
who are you?” — turning to Grey — who, 
looking at Henry, — ſaid — © I certainly 
did not expect to meet you here, Mr, 


2607 Cleveland ; bur if you will allow me a few 


minutes private audience I can explain, what 
at preſent excites your wonder, perfectly to 
your ſatisfaction. This addreſs confirmed 
all the doubts Trevors and Milton had en- 
tertained concerning Henry; they could not 
conceal a ſtifled laugh, which quite provoked 
his Lordſhip, who gueſſed the cauſe of their 
mirth, though a moment's reflection, muſt 
have convinced him Grey's was not a pre- 
meditated affront. Colonel Falkland leaned 
forward, while his countenance expreſſed 
the utmoſt agitation, and the Cardinal ſaid, 
I am convinced J am not deceived in 
Lord Fitz-Ofborne, till am under the diſ- 
agreeable neceſſity of entreating your Lord- 
_ ſlip would explain this ſeeming myſtery.” 


N ee 


9 
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Heary felt exceſſively piqued to find he 
was thus obliged to give an account of him- 


ſelf in ſuch a public company, though he 
could not blame. the Cardinal; but Grey 


having attended to what his Eminence ſaid, 
hoped he had now found an opportunity of 
lowering Henry, who had long been the 
object of his averſion in his turn, and knew 
he could not do it more effectually than by 


affecting to be very intimate with him, there- 
_ fore ſaid, with a forced ſmile, © So, Henry, 


you are, my Lord, as well as myſelf I ft 

and was going on, when Lord Fitz-Oſborne, 
nearly in as great a paſſion as when at Oakley 
Caſtle, ſaid, . Impudent ſcoundrel, you ſeem 


to have forgot I once chaſtiſed you for your 
inſolence, thou baſe impoſtor! Not two 
months ſince, your Eminence, this raſcal, 


under falſe pretences, and by making the 
moſt unwarrantable uſe of the name I then 
bore, that of Cleveland; for J have very 
lately been created a Peer, and am fon to 
the late Colonel Cleveland, and grandſon 
to the Baronet of that name, whom I expect 

daily 
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daily at Avignon ;” this was ſaid, looking 
round him while he ſpoke; but under my 
former name, your Eminence, that wretch 
married the ſecond daughter of the Earl of 
Oakley, and got poſſeſſion of twenty thou- 
ſand pounds, with which he has ſet up Lord, 
for he had not a ſhilling of his own before. 
The title he has aſſumed is in reality borne 
by a nephew of Lord Oakley, and his 
knowledge of both families has hitherto, I 
preſume, ſcreened him from detection. — 

Colonel Falkland, who was' ſtanding next 

Henry, really trembled- with anxiety while 
he was ſpeaking, and the moment he pauſed 

caught his hand, ſaying, © Your: Lordſhip 
muſt have heard my name, and may, I hope 

vou will, allow the moſt intimate friend o 
Four father to claim a ſhare in your eſteem. 

% You do me infinite honour, Colonel, 
Kid Henry ;. < I am perfectly acquainted, 
and truly, ſenſible of the obligations you 
have laid me under, and had I. met. you any 
,where but in a. public company, L ſhould 

' inſtantly, have made myſelf known to you, 
"WB 45 f 8 2 


— 


Im 
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as 1 have long been anxious to convince you 

of my gratitude for the intereſt you deigned 
to take in my welfare when- I was too young ; 
0 be ſenſible of your kindneſs.” 1 : 


The Colonel held tis Lair 8 band 
while he was ſpeaking, and his animated 
countenance reminded him ſo ſtrongly of his 
late father, and of what had followed his 
union with the mother of the fine fellow” 
no before him ; the recollection quite over- 
came him, and he was obliged to turn on 
one ſide to conceal the overflowings of his 
excellent heart. While the Cardinal was 
entreating Henry would excuſe his having 
been in a manner forced to make the ſtrange 
requeſt he had ſo politely complied with, 
adding, © I am convinced your Lordſhip” 
will acquit me of having entertained oy 
doubts injurious to your honour,” © 2 
They would have been ſo natural, your 
Eminence,” ſaid Henry, ſmiling, © at ſuch a 
moment, no one could have found them 
ſelves — e IRR 
' During 


= 
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During this Captain Grey was endeavour- 


ty ing to make his retreat unperceived, but 


this the company prevented him from doing, 
and the Vice. Legate having ordered him to 
advance, aſked him © what he had got to 
alledge in his defence before he committed 
him to priſon?“ 

« J am a Peer's ſon, [your Eminence; 
that I can prove, and defy Mr. Cleveland, 
who certainly may have purchaſed a title 
for any thing I know to the contrary, te 
deny what I fay.” 54 

&* Inſolent ſcoundrel,“ ſaid Colonel Falk- 


notice of a Gentleman. If we were not in 
the preſence of Ladies 1 would break my 
ſword about your. bones. You raſcal, not 
content with the crimes you have already 
committed in your own country, you muſt 
come hither to add bigamy to the number: 
However, you have put your life in the 

| Power of a common ſtrumpet, for your pre- 
ſient wife has been kept by half a ſcore dif- 


ferent Gentlemen to my certain knowledge. 
Trevors 


land, turning round, © you are beneath the 
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Trevors and Milton both burſt out a laugh- 


ing, and Lord Fitz-Oſborne joined in their 


mirth, ſaying, © this was a capital ſtroke, 


Captain.” As for Grey he ſeemed much 


more angry to find he had. been thus taken 
in than hurt at being thus publicly expoſed ; 
even his Eminence could not look ſerious 
while he told Grey © fince Providence had 
been ſo kind as to interfere in his puniſh- 
ment he might be tempted, in conſideration 


of the Oakley family, to give up his firſt 


intention.” 


Grey irritated beyond endurance, and re- 
gardleſs of the conſequence, again dared 


Henry to ſay he was not a Peer's ſon.“ 

« Oh I do not pretend to diſpute your 
title to that honour, Captain, or rather Mr. 
Grey,” ſaid Henry; © for you have ere this 
forfeited your commiſſion, If you think 


you derive much glory, from letting all the, 


world know you are a. natural fon of the 


Earl of Mordaunt, by as virtuous a Lady 
as your ſecond. wife, you are very right 
Fa as 


14 
\ 1 ad 
# * 
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te boaſt” of the relationſhip.” - This expla- 
nation [increaſed the mirth of the ſurround- 
i Broupes — was now n * 
* 4 . 


3 +W I my word I decoy pay all 
1} thoſe you have a right to claim any affinity 
tb, Mr. Grey,“ faid the Cardinal. You 
have it ſeems, by the baſeſt practices, ob- 
tmiuined the fortune of one Lady, and by a 
ſumilar deception have endeavoured to get 

poſſeſſion of that of another; this time 
you have luckily been foiled at your own 


as you expected, you meant to have gone 
from hence under ſome other borrowed title, 

and ſo have made a third choice. pon my 
word 1 hardly know whether I can be an- 


1 ſwerable to my own conſcience ſhould I 


let you eſcape; it would certainly be 
doing an act of juſtice to ſend you on board 
the gallies at Toulon; but out of conſidera- 
tion to the Earls of Mordaunt and Oakley, 
e Lady you have left. in 

8 England, 
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England, I ſhall allow you to depart from 
hence; but remember, if you are to be 
found in Avignon, to-morrow, after ſun-ſet, 
you ſhall feel the full weight of my power; 
to England you dare not go for fear of 1 
priſon, and ſhould you ever again endeavour 


to practiſe ſuch an impoſition in France, 1 
only hope you will be dealt with as you 
deſerve. As for Miſs Medway, or whatever 
her name is, I ſhall either ſend her after her 
guardian, or put her into a convent of force, 
| 9 18 not yet nn 

Grey lifiened in ſullen n to FR Car- 
dinal's ſentence, and when he had ceaſed 
ſpeaking faid, looking at Henry, © the ball 
is at your foot now, Mr. Cleveland, or my 
Lord, if ſuch you are; but there may come 


a time when I ſhall be able to vindicate my _ 


own honour, and clear my. fame, notwith- 
nn. all your baſe inſinuations.“ 8 


: 


The Cardinal, enraged bejond meint ure, 


was going to order him into cuſtody ; but 8 
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Colonel Falkland ſeizing him by the collar, 
and aſſiſted by. Trevors and Milton, now 
fairly kicked him out of the room, and 
even the Caſtle. Poor White, who began 
to fear be ſhould be compromiſed in his 
great fmead's Puniſhment, came towards the 
Vice Legate in the greateſt buſtle, to aſſure 
him © he had been more taken in than any 


| body, for che worthleſs fellow had borrowed 
* " fifteen guineas of him becauſe he could not 


get a thouſand pound Bank note, ** he 


had ſhewed him, changed.” 
« Then I would adviſe you, Sir, to get 


your 1 money before he leaves Avignon,” faid 


the Cardinal. 

* And depend upon it, Mr. White,” ſaid 
Tervize, no banker will change notes of 
that value except the perſon is much better 
| known than your friend,” 


The poor ** fellow was | half mad, 


particularly as his Eminence told him © he 


could not pity him, becauſe he had aſſiſted 


in carrying on the deceit: however, as 
fiſteen 
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fifteen guineas was a ſerious object to the 
ſilly being, he ſet off after the Captain, in 
hopes of recovering at leaſt ſome part of the 
money. Lady Irvan, or more properly 
Miſs Medway, had retired under pretence 
of illneſs ſoon after ſhe had ſpake to Colonel 
Falkland, and Mrs. White tan 
her home. 


* 


"CHAP. XI. 


= E buſtle this ehe ſcene had 
L ob pretty well filled up the time till 
ſupper, which was ſerved at nine o'clock, 
accandiag to the cuſtom of the country ; the 
"WY elderly 
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elderly part of whom then 8 to 
cards, and the younger into a ſpacious ball- 
room. Lord Fitz-Oſborne was in every 
reſpect become the hero of the fete; bis 
graceful figure and elegant manners attracted 
univerſal admiration, and the report Mr. and 
Mrs. Tervire had buzzed about of his im- 
menſe fortune did not leſſen his attractions 
In the eyes of the Avignoneſe Nobility, and 
his dancing, a ſcience ſo few Engliſhmen excel 
in, quite captivated the Ladies aſſembled 
| upon this joyful occaſion, as it was the rule 
to change partners every dance, and Henry 
wiſhed to ſhew every politeneſs to the daugh- 
ter of his mother's kind friend, he led Miſs 

Falkland out ſeveral times. She was parti- 
cularly fond of the amuſement, and certainly 
appeared to great advantage in a ball-room, 
and ſhe was not a little flattered by the 
attention Henry, paid her, and began to form 
hopes ſhe little thought would never be re- 
alized, ſhe gave a looſe to her natural viva- 
city, and perfectly ſucceeded in amuſing her 
clegant partner. r had been too much 
occupied 


MYSTERIOUS WIFE 19 


occupied ines his introduction to her, to 2 


pay much attention to her figure; but now he 
began to think her a very fine girlj and to 
reffect ſhe. would alſo have a very fine for- 


tune, he therefore ſecured her hand as oſten 1 


as he was able ;- but ſoon found ſhe did not 
appear half ſo gay as while figuring with 
Lord Fitz- Oſborne, and had ſenſe enough 
to decide not to endeavour to rival a- man 
ſo 1 way his ſuperior. 

- Phe Amed belles were equally anxi-- 
ous to attract Henry's notice, and he had | 


been ſo much accuſtomed to French ſociety,” - 


and fpoke the language with ſach fluency, 
his converſation greatly increaſed the favour-- 
able impreſſion his figure never failed of 
making upon ſtrangers, . and though he was- 
difappointed in the firſt with of his heart, the: 
univerſal. attention he met with, and the. 
amulement which he was very fond of, all. 
contributed to raiſe his ſpitits, and to con- 

vince the French Ladies he entertained none. 
of. the prejudices againſt their nation ſo. 
K 3 many 
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many Engliſhmen diſplay upon every occa- 
ſion. When the company broke up Colonel 
Falkland entreated his Lordſhip would ac- 
company his ſiſter and him home, they had 
a ſpare bed, and he would be infinitely better 
accommodated than ac an inn. 


Heary thanked him for his polite ober, 
but having previouſly accepted an apartment 
at Mr. Tervire's, begged leave to decline it; 


but promiſed, at the Colonel's earneſt re- 


queſt, to dine with him the following. day, 
and thus they parted for the evening. The 
Colonel, who already felt almoſt a father's 
regard for the ſon of his friend, and the 
_ woman, he had once fo ardently loved, 
thought every wiſh of his heart would be 
gratified if he could bring about a match 
between him” and his niece, her fortune, to 
which he could make a very great addition, 
would have but little weight in this caſe, 
and he was perfectly acquainted with the 
ambition of Sir William Cleveland, ftill he 
would not abandon the idea. Mrs. Falkland, 
| . to 


— 
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to whom he did not chuſe to communicate 
his wiſhes, was infinitely more fanguine, and 
far more eager to promote her daughter s 
| happineſs, who had not ſeen her elegant 
couniryman with indifference} and often aſked 
her mother and uncle how it was pofhible = 
Lady Sophia Courtepay could prefer ſuch 
an inſignificant fribbling puppy as Grey. - 
appeared to the handſome, mamy Fitzs 
Oſborn? ! — This was a queſtion neither 
could reſolve, but all agreed her Lady- 
ſhip had been very juftly Foy for her 


Mrs. Falkland, with the beſt i intentions 1 
the world, rather encouraged her daughter 
to diſplay all her attractions to eaptivate 
Lord Fitz-Oſborne, while the Colonel, con- 
cealing his own hopes whenever Anna be- 
ſtowed any great praifes upon his Lordfhipy | 
defired her to reflect, that he would look 
much higher for a wife, mentioned inſtances 
of Sir William Cleveland's ambition, and 
thus tried to check a paſſion he was fearful | 

K 4 would 


- 


200 | MYSTERIOUS Wirk. 


| would only tend to make her miſerable. As | 


ſor Henry he thought her lively and agree- 


able; ſhe;was the beloved niece of a man he 


had long eſteemed from report, and for 


whom his regard daily increaſed after they 


became acquainted, and had he had a heart 
to beſtow, thought it poſſible it might have 
fell to her ſhare, as it was he felt intereſted 
in her future welfare, and treated her as he 
SORE one 4 Gain! liſter. 


Be Toons: the 8 part of the three 
following days with Colonel Falkland, who 
would never, by his own conſent, have 
been out of his company from the moment 
he learned who he was; he had a thou- 
land queſtions to aſk his young. friend, and 
very, ſeverely reproached himſelf for not 


Having made farther and more minute in- 


quiries into his proſpects in life, entered: 
into. many details at Henry's requeſt con- 
cerning his father and mother he had hi- 
therto been totally unacquainted with. On 
"a n Sir William arrived, he was. 
| 7) „„ delighte 
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delighted with his hotel, and very happy te 
meet Colonel Falkland; but when he ſaw - 
his niece he began ſeriouſly to repent he had 
ever come to Avignon, and ſoon came. to 


a determination, if he found ſhe: was likely - - 


to - interfere. with the plan he had. in view 
for his grandſon's eſtabliſhment, tos find the 
air ſo far Southward too warm for his conſti- 
tution, and to return to Patris; but after he 
had ſeen them together a few times, and 
heard Henry's opinion of her, he began to 
fancy Lord Fitz-Oſborne knew how to ſet 
a proper value upon himſelf, and though he 
always ſaid Mifs Falkland would do honour - 
to. any. ſtation, . took. care to hint to Henry 

ſhe would be a very improper match for: 

him: Captain Grey's adventure was of courſe 

repeated to him, and he only wiſhed he had 

been preſent, and certainly, could either 
money or perſuaſions have carried the point, 
the Captain would moſt likely have been 
ſent to tug at the oar. The grand ſuite of 
apartments were ſolely.” appropriated to 
Hlepryis: uſe. by his. indulgent grandfather, 
K 5 Who 
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who entreated him to give thoſe poor pro- 
_ vincial Nobility a ſpecimen of Engliſh living, 
| Reterrmined” never to pay any viſits him- 
elf, except to the Caſtle, and entreated 
Henry only to honour the very firſt people 
with his company at their own houſes, though 
he did not care how numerous his viſitors 
were. Mr. Trevors and Milton were in- 
toduced to him by his grandſon, and met 


With a polite reception; they were both 


very agreeable young men, and had acknow- 
ledged to Henry they were very much 
aſhamed of their behaviour the firſt time 
they had met within the week after Sir 
William had taken poſſeſſion of his hotel. 


Henry received a very friendly letter from 
the Marquis D'Orey, and one incloſed from 
his Joſephine, who, afier thanking him in 


tte moſt feeling manner for bis elegant pre- 


with any propriety, to gratify his wiſhes 1e- 
ſpecting an interview ; ſhe hoped the time 


was not far diſtant when they ſhould meet to 
c "i | pars - 


fents, affured him ** it was not in her power, 
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part no more ; til] that happy moment ar- 
rived they muſt both endeavour to arm 
themſelves with patience his picture ſhould: 
be her conſtant companion by night and by 
day, and to convince him how much the 
truſted to his honour, her next letter ſhould 
contain her own, which ſhe muſt entreat 
he would never ſhew except to the Marquis 
D'Orcy,” and after a thouſand kind wiſhes 
and entreaties to know how he ſpent his time, 
ſhe concluded, by ray him “ her . 
at leaſt equalled his own. It 


The promile ids picture rather con- 
ſoled Henry, and he fat down immediately 
to anſwer all her other inqpiries, gave her 
his reaſon for not letting her know preciſely 
where Sir William intended to bend his 
eourſe, and mentioned the hopes he had en- 
tertained of ſeeing her at the Palace, reca- 
pitulated Grey's adventure, and mentioned 
the Falkland family in the terms they de- 
ſeruved, concluded by reminding her of hex 
K 6 promiſe 
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promiſe reſpecting the picture, and by pro- 
miſing to wait with as much patience as he 
was maſter of, for. the propitious moment: 
of their reunion :: He alſo wrote to the 
Marquis, and, after communicating every 
thing had beſel him ſince his arrival at Avig- 
non, told him he had given up all hopes of 
meeting with his Joſephine in that part of 
the world ; but the very day after he had. 
diſpatched theſe letters all his paſſions were 
very. unexpectedly awoke. He dined by. 
invitation at. Colonel. Falkland's, who had: 
aſked him to meet the very party he had 
Joined the day of his arrival at Tervire's. .— 
Sir William was to have accompanied him, 
but not: finding himfelf very well in the 
en ſent his excuſes by Henry. 

? t 
_-The Colonel led — a retired life; he 
was not fond of much company, nor very: 
partial to French ſociety. As to Mr. and 
Mrs. White he looked upon them as igno- 
kant beings, infinitely more to be pitied than 
2 0! . blameq, 


- 
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blamed, and was not at allaſtoniſhed at their / 
becoming the dupes of ſuch. an artful fellow. 
as Grey, who had. merely ſought their ac-- 
quaintance to anſwer his own purpoſes. As 
ſoon: as the company were alt affembled: 
White, with a moſt diſmal face, recapitulated- 
all that had paſſed between him and this 
arch fiend, as he ſtiled Grey, whom he was: 
convinced muſt have had dealings with the: 
devil to deceive him in the manner he had- 
done, it muſt be obſerved White was a 
bigotted Catholic, and exceſſively ſuperſti- 
tious; then proceeded to inform his auditors 
he had loſt every farthing of his money, he- 
had called at Captain Grey's ledgings the- 
moment he left the Palace, and the fellow 
had told him another flim flam tale; how- 
ever he had appointed him the next morning : 
at nine o'clock to ſettle with him, and as he 
thought at all events he was an Earl's ſon- 
in-law, why he was fool enough to believe 
he would keep his appointment; but when 
he went next-morning behold the bird was 


flown, there was only his wicked jade of a 
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wife, who was crying, becauſe the vile 
wretch had ſtripped her of every thing of 
value, and left her without a ſhilling; but 
he had not ſtaid to hear her lamentations, 
and the had been obliged to ſet off in 
a cart for fear the Cardinal ſhould throw 
her into priſon, and this was all the conſo- 
lation he had received for the loſs of fifteen, 
guineas; but if ever he ſet eyes on Grey 
again he- would have it out of his bones. — 
Trevors and Milton with difficulty kept their 
- countenance during White's recital. Lord 
Fitz-Oſborne had ſome inclination to ſmile, 
though he ſincerely pitied the poor fellow, 
and determined to ſend him the money he 
had been cheated our of, as from Grey him- 
* not to humble * 5 


The am very general during 
dinner till the Ladies retired, when the 
Colonel ſaid, Come, Gentlemen, I will 
give you a Lady. What ſays your Lord- 
Kip ? Let every man give his miſtreſs.” 

| « Wuh 
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& With all my heart, Colonel,” ſaid his 
Lordſhip.—Joſephine inſtantly darted acroſs 
his mind, and he determined to give way to 
his feelings for the firſt time; therefore, 
when called upon, ſaid the Baronne de Bel 
ville, „Gentlemen,“ his cheeks began to 
glow while he pronounced the name, ex- 
petting a few queſtions would follow, he 
was not very well prepared to anſwer, 
every one did honour to his toaſt but Col. 
Falkland, who felt himſelf intereſted in 
every thing his Lordſhip ſaid or did, began 
to fear this was ſome favourite Lady ; but 
as he was cautious not to give the ſlighteſt 
ſuſpicions of the hope he could not help 
cheriſhing, he made no remarks, and rather 
tried to prevent any body elſe from doing 
fo, in which he perfectly ſucceeded. 


Mr. Trevors was next called upon, who 
faid, ** I am proud of following the example 
Lord Fitz-Oſborne has ſet me; he gave us a 
French Lady, and I mean to do the ſame, 
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the Princeſs des Iſſarts, the famous beauty of 
this part of the world.“ 


ec She certainly is a moſt lovely ne 


ſaid Milton: I only wiſh L had a hundred 


chouſand a year: for her ſake, in that caſe I 
would ſet fire to her old Caltle, and run away 
with her. by. the light. Come, my Lord, 
drink this charming woman in a bumper.” 

«© Moſt certainly,” faid Henry, . WhO 
would not do honour to ſo divine. a crea- 


i ture: "wil 


„ Why, I: muſt: ſay, ſhe. rack. me. as 


being a perfect Venus, ſaid White. 


+. Lam amazed,“ ſaid. Colonel Falkland, 


4 ] ſhould have been here upwards. of a fort- 
night without having heard of. this goddeſs ! 


I cannot ſay 1: have been particularly. ſtruck. 


with any Lady ſince my arrival. Is. ſhe a 


native of 5 Avignon om 
ce No, Colonel, ſhe. is a Pariſian,” ſaid 


Trevors; * but now conſtantly reſides at a 


magnificent Caſtle between here and Vau- 


dluſe. What ſay you, my Lord, will you 
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affiſt in ſtorming the fort; we will draw lots 
for the prize; ſhe 1s poſitively a ſecond 
Helen, and I think we could my her off 
in lefs than ten years.” 


Ma ever eager to liſten to any account - 
of a beautiful French woman, was very 
anxious to know more, but afraid of giving 
way to his curioſity, ſaid, in a half laugh» 


« he would certainly join in ſo glorious an 


undertaking; but pray,” he continued, «before 
we proceed to put our deſign into execution, 
let me know a little more of your heroine's 
hiſtory ; is ſhe a maid, wife, or widow ?” 

„ She has been the latter,” ſaid Trevors, 
but my kind genius did not throw me in 
her way during her widowhood, and ſhe has 
very lately married one of the queereſt old 
mortals ever exiſted, merely to keep poſ- 
ſeſſion of what in equity belonged to her. 
Now was it not very hard to be obliged to. 
fling herſelf away thus at three- and- twenty, 
for chis wretch may live theſe ten years, 
except we burn him in his old Caſtle, it will be: 
ORE. | 3 
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a a deed worthy of being recorded in the annals 
of hiſtory.” rr 


_ Henry's curioſity was very much heigh- 
tened. To encourage Trevors to pro- 
ceed, he faid, © he ſhould like to join in any 
generous enterpriſe ; he ſeemed perfectly 
acquainted with this Lady's family hiftory ; 
was he ' favoured with it from her own: 
mouth?“ 

„ No, indeed, my Lord; I only ſpeak 
from report. Milton and I have once ſeen 
the lovely creature, but have never ſpoken 
ts her, ſtill we are generous enough to wiſh 
to releaſe her from her preſent diſagreeable 
ſituation, for of all che originals that ever 
exiſted the moſt abſurd has fallen to her 
ſhare, though he is a man of ſuch conſe- 


quence, few people allow themſelves to take 
liberties wich his character; but I have 
laughed for three hours at Madame de Graf- 
figny's account of this faid Prince. Some- 
times he takes it into his head he is remark- 
ably fond of ſhooting, and will be crawling 
about 
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about from morning till night with a gun in 
his hand for a month together, entier in 
winter or ſummer, for the ſporting ſeaſon 
laſts all the year round with him; -having 
thus overfatigued himſelf he makes a vow, 
never to ſtir out again, and keeps to this 
reſolution for much the ſame time, till he 
fancies he ſhall die for want of exercife, and 
the time he thus ſpends at home he employs 
in making locks and bolts to all his doors; 
but I would have forgiven him all his follies 
if he had not forced this beautiful woman 
into his withered arms !” _. 

An odd kind of a couple I muſt ac- 
knowledge,” ſaid Colonel Falkland; “ bur I 
_ preſume they come into public ſometimes, as | 
you have been favoured with a fight of this 
beautiful Lady.” 
e They are always invited to the different 
fetes at the Caſtle and elſewhere, Colonel, 
ſaid Trevors; © but they very ſeldom ſtir 
out, and he is ſure to difeppoint his beſt 
friends whenever he gives them room to ex- 
| pect 
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pet him, likes to come in unawares, an 
enjoys creating a buſtle. _ 
„ rather think this is a proof bs: has 
Fw ſuſpicions of your plots and contrivances 
to carry off his lovely wife,” ſaid Henry, In: 
a gay tone. 

Lam really of your Lordſhip's opinion,” 
ſaid the Colonel; but how does the 
Princeſs fubmit to the caprices of ſuch a 

_ ſtrange mortal? A ffects to conform to his 
will, Madame de Graffigny aſſures me, with- 
out a murmur ? though ſhe muſt deſpiſe a. 
man capable of taking the advantage he evi- 
dently did of her ſituation,“ ſaid Trevors. 
“ Are you certain of this, Mr. Trevors? 
ſaid the Colonel. May not you have been 
miſinformed? I am not like the Welch judge, 
who never choſe to hear more than one ſide of 
the queſtion, becauſe he was puzzled in whoſe 
favour to decide when he. had heard both.” 
E will relate the ſtory, as nearly as I can re- 
collect, Colonel, and you ſhall judge whether 
the Prince acted in the. moſt. generous man- 
1 ner. 
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ner. The Lady in queſtion was the only 
daughter and ſole heireſs of the late Marechal 
de Luſſan; ſhe was married at a very early 
age to the late Prince des Iſſarts, a young 
and elegant man of the firſt rank, who died a 
martyr to inceſſant diſſipation about eighteen 
months ago, and left all his fortune to his 
charming widow, by whom he had no chil- 
dren; the preſent Prince was his uncle, and a 
commander of Malta; he fucceeded to the 
title, but finding himſelf cut off from the 
greateſt part of the fortune he commenced. a 
law ſuit againſt the young widow, and from. 
ſome flaw in the will there was little doubt 
of his gaining the cauſe; but having been 
prodigiouſly ſtruck with the Lady's beauty, 
by way of accommodating the affair, he ob- - 
tained a diſpenſation from his religious vows, 


and offered her his hand; and the fair widow ; | 


finding how matters were likely to end, and 
in hopes I preſume ſhe ſhould ſoon be re- 
leaſed from her engagements by the old fel- 
low's death, accompanied him to the altar 
about two months ago; ſome people blamed 

| | G her, 
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her, and J muſt ſay I do for one, as ſhe was 
in poſſeſſion of a very handſome fortune 
independent of the one left her by her huſ- 
band, and which no one could have deprived 
her of; but the old man's offers were ſo 
| liberal he tempted her to play the fool; 
it is ſaid he allowed her to make her own 
terms, and it ſeems her own fortune is 
abſolutely at her diſpoſal, and the old fellow 
has ſettled a hundred thouſand crowns a 
| year upon her by way of pin money, and 
every thing he is poſſeſſrd of is to be her's 
at his death, provided there are no children : 
Now, pray what does your Lordſhip think of 
ber ſituation ? I wiſh you could ſee her.” 


Henry had liſtened with the utmoſt at- 
tention to this ſtory, and a thouſand ftrange 
ideas came acroſs him. © I own I long to 
fee whether you have done her juſtice,” ſaid 
he. Pray how can I get introduced?” 


H 
— = a .. - 0 vr ei 


« You 
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<« You would not obtain ſuch a favour, 
my Lord, even if the Cardinal was to in- 
terfere in your behalf, except in public at 
the Caſtle; for inſtance, but I am poſitively 
aſſured, and from the beſt authority, for 
Madame de Graffigny is particularly inti - 
mate with her, that he never allows a young 
man to enter his doors under any pretence; 
for you muſt know Jaſt ſummer, during het 
mourning, fick of the retired life ſhe was 
forced to lead, this young Lady, with the 
moſt innocent intentions no doubt, left her 
old Caſtle, where ſhe had reſided fince her 
widowhood, and took a little tour incognito ; = 
| where ſhe went to I cannot pretend to ſay, 
Madame de Graffigny ſays to Aix la Chapelle; 
be that as it may, ſome good - natured peo- 
ple have been kind enough to ſpread a 
report that ſhe had a Gentleman in her little 3 
ſuite, and this pretty ſtory has reached her 
old man's ears, which induces him thus to 
confine her to the precincts of his, or rather 
ber ancient mankon.” | 


Hwy 


» 


ject to, but a glaſs of wine will carry it off, 
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Henry felt a fort of cold ſweat come over 
him from head to foot; he ſat motionleſs 
upon his chair, and in leſs than half a minute 
large drops ſtood upon his forehtad. The 


whole company were alarmed, for his blood 
had all forſook his cheeks. 


* Good: Heaven, my Lord!” ſaid the 


Colonel, very unconſcious of the real cauſe 
of his diſorder, © what is the matter? | 


. Henry cried to rouſe himſelf, and faid, — 
« Oh! it will go off in a moment; a ſort 
of faintneſs came over me J am rather ſub- 


3 


pouring out a bumper while he ſpoke, which 


he immediately drank, and it ſeemed to have 


the deſired effect, and as his blood now 


- ruſhed into his cheeks with redoubled vio- 


lence, he made an effort to ſmile, ſaying, 
« I interrupted the converſation; do give 


me a flight deſcription of this beautiful 
Princeſs, Trevors, for I am poſitively curious 


- £6 
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to 1 what ſort of a woman ſhe. is, fince * 
have no chance of ſeeing her. I dare ſay. * * 
the animated picture you will be able to 
draw will quite remove iny anke , in- 

deed I am infinitely better already.“ Fo 

] am very glad to hear it,” ſaid Tremors. 

« ] never ſaw any body change as your Lord- 

ſhip did.” The Colonel, who hardly knew 

what to make of this ſudden illneſs, it might - 
certainly be owing, to his having drank : 
rather more than he was , uſed to, and 

it might ariſe from what Mr. Trevors 

had ſaid; however, wiſhing \ to relieve his 
a young, favourite, if his laſt conjecture was 
vue, he ſaid I was ſuhject to much ſuch a 
a complaint myſelf when young, it proceeds 
dom an iaward ſpaſm, and is very apt to 
N come on after drinking a few glaſſes extraor- 
; dinary, though wine or cordials will ſome- 

d carry it off. 3 


b 


Gentlemen, and removed the embarraſſmment 


8 

_ This, explanation quite ſatisfied the three | 
. 

) VOL, III. „ Lord 
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Lord Fiiz:Olborne was conſcious he betrayed, 
and which had not eſcaped the penetrating 
eyes of the Colonel, who equally deſirous 
of gratifying his curioſity, ſaid, in a gay 
tone, © Come, do oblige his Lordſhip and 
me with a deſcription of this paragon. | 
e Figure to yourſelf, my Lord,” ſaid Tre- 
vors, turning towards Henry, who had flung 
one arm over the back of his chair by way of 
fupport, and fat rather in a reclining attitude, 
figure to yourſelf an abfolute divinity of 
three-and-twenty, neither too ſhort nor too 
tall, but who ſeems to have attained the ne 
us ultra of female proportion, a fine oval face, 
* andſvch a pair of ſparkling blue eyes, they 
went thro? my heart at the firft glance; ebony "4 
| eye-brows and laſhes, and a complexion I | 
never yet ſaw equalled ; every feature is a 
ſeparate beauty, and ſuch à countenance, ſo 
expreſſive of her excellent diſpoſition, ſhe 
need only to be ſeen to be adored, and her 
fine auburn your is n _ lea beauty 1— 


* 


r FP” JEEP  OOTT 


Ob, 


- 
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Ob, zds! I have done, my Lund I feet 
you have had enough of deſcription; Henry 
certainly had, for the picture Trevors had 
drawn ſo exactly reſembled Joſephine, he 
was convinced the Princeſs des Ifarts and 
her were one and the ſame perſon.” 1 
Lou do not ſeem to have got the better 
of that ſpaſm; my Lord,” ſaid Milton. 

« You had really beiter have ſome ad- 


vice,“ ſaid the Colonel.“ 


Henry was | infivitely more vexed than 
before, convinced now they gueſſed the real 


cauſe of his ſuppoſed illneſs, and were laugh- 
ing at him. This reflection ſoon reſtored 
his colour, and he ſaid he was quite reco- 


vered, they now only fancied he was ill, = 
The Colonel, who had watched every turn 


of his countenance while Mr. Trevors was 


ſpeaking, began to think he was no ſtranger 
to this Lady, nay, that he was the Gentleman 
who had been in her ſuite, he had heard him 
fay he had been at Spa, and Aix la Chapelle 
was very near; perhaps this was the firſt news 

Ls. "= 
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he had heard of her marriage; he might 
have known her under another name, and 
had merely found her out from the little 
anecdote concerning her journey and Tre- 

vors's'deſcription ; he might have intended 
to toaſt her when he gave the Baronne de 

Belville, and the love he ſtill felt for her 
had occaſioned the wonderful changes his 
countenance had undergone; he determined, 
however, to keep his thoughts to himſelf, 


and propoſed another toaſt by way of raiſing. 


his young friend's ſpirits, which his Lordſhip 
readily agreed to ; indeed he wiſhed, if poſ- 
ſible; to drown his feelings in wine, bur all 
in vain; he wanted to aſk a hundred more 
queſtions, and, after a ſhort pauſe, ventured 
co ſay, with as indifferent an air as he could 
aſſume, © Pray a_ far is the Prince's Caſtle 
from Avignon: 
„% About ſcven miles,” ſaid d 
% Did you ever, by accident, hear the 
Lady's Chriſtian name?“ ſaid Henry, with- 
 «ohit+ refleRting how ſtrange ſuch a queſtion 


„ 
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muſt appear; ir drew every eye upon him, 
while Trevors, who had participated in the 
general ſurpriſe it had occaſioned, ſaid, © þ 
have heard Madame de Graffigny call her 

1 e * 


Had a thunder-bolt fell at Henry's feet, 
his agitation would have been trifling in com- 
pariſon, though prepared in a great meaſure 
to expect this confirmation of all his doubts, 
the magic ſound operated like an electrical 
ſhock. After. a ſudden involuntary ſtart he 
caught himſelf in the very act of repeating 
the name aloud, and fearful he ſhould com- 


mit ſome abſurdity, he roſe haſtily ſrom his 


chair, faying, © This ſtupid complaint of 
mine does not go off, I will try what __ 
2 little freſh air will have.“ | 

« I would rather adviſe your Lordſhip to 
fling yourſelf upon my bed for an hour,” 
ſaid the Colonel, who calily gueſſed he only? 
wiſhed to be alone, and thought he would! 
be leſs expoſed to obſervation in his room 


than in the ſmall garden belonging to their 


L3 houſe, 
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' houſe. Henry made the fame reflection, 
therefore inſtantly accepted the Colonel's 

offer, who accompanied him to his apart- 
ment, and by way of convincing him he 
attributed his agitation to illneſs, offered ta 
aſſiſt him to undreſs. This Henry declined; 
but to get rid of him, who hardly knew how 
to act, he flung himſelf upon the bed, and the 
Colonel left the room. The other three 
Gentlemen were waiting his return to join the 
Ladies. Trevors and Milton gave the Colonel 
an expreſſive look, and faid they hoped a little 
reſt woulddo his Lordſhip good, not chuſingto 


mention their private thoughts before White, 


having had ſuch. proofs of his diſcretion. 
The poor ignorant being thought his Eordſhip 
really trembled with the complaint he men- 


_ © tioned, and very gravely ſaid, “ In his 4 35 


it was the forerunner of a deep decline.” 

Milton could not help. laughing at his abſur- 
dity; however, they now walked into the 
floon, and having mentioned the occaſion 


K bis — abſence, Mrs. and Miſs. - 
Falkland 80 


%. 
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Falkland's looks ſerved more to convince / 
the Gentlemen than their words, of the in- 


Mrs. White, ſhe only hoped he hould not 
die, though upon reflection ſhe remembered 
having ſeen a winding ſfieet in the candle 
over night, and having dreamed of a coffin 
with an F. upon the lid. To put a ſtop to 
her nonſenſe the Colonel propoſed cards, 
and by general conſent wy ſat down to 

vingt un. 


tereſt they took in His health. As for | 
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Tur moment Henry found himſelf alone, 
and loſt the ſound of the Colonel's footſteps, 
be ſtarted from the bed, and began to pace 
the room with haſly ſtrides; there did not 
remain a doubt in his opinion of the Princeſs 
des Iſſart's being the woman he had ſo long 
and ſo fervently adored, how ſhe had de- 

_ ceived both him and his friend, what would 
he have given. at that moment to have been 
able to conſult the Marquis ? but to write 
him word of the diſcovery he had made, 


aud wait bis anſwer was impoſſible, No, he 
| | would 
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would expoſe her publicly, no puniſhment 
was equal to her offence; he was only ſorry 
the day was too far advanced to permit him 
to ſet out for her Caſtle that very moment: 


ſuch were the firſt reſolutions he formeds 


but when his paſſion rather ſubſided, . and 
reaſon reaſſumed-her empire over his mind, 
he began to reflect he muſt act with ſome 
precaution: Sir William was as yet totally 
unacquainted with his engagements, he only 
wiſhed he could for ever keep him in the 
fame ignorance ; but that was. impoſlible, he 
ſhould be laughed at by every body. Who 
but himſelf would have fubferibed blindly to 
the ſtrange conditions impoſed upon him ? 
He took out her laſt letter, read it. over 
ſeveral times, and what he had before taken 
for wit and gaicty, now {truck him as raillery 
and levity. He no longer wondered at her 
not granting him an interview: No—no— 
the reaſon was pretty obvious. Her picture 
too, bui he was convinced ſhe meant to evade 
keeping that promiſe; indeed he reflected 
ſhe did not know he was at Avignon. — 
EI When 
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When ſhe wrote, had ſhe known of Sir 
William's intentions, he made no doubt but 
ſhe would have endeavoured to diſſuade him 


from viſiting that part of the world. He 


then reflected no one knew of his ill. fated 
marriage but the Marquis; but what of that? 
it could not be diſſolved, he was afraid; his 
was a prior claim to the Prince de Iſſarts. She 
. was certainly his wife; he ſhudderedatthe bare 
idea. Hethenreverted to the ſtory Trevors had 
told. She ſeemed to have taken great precau- 
tions to ſecure an independent income ; this 
was to enable her to fulfil the promiſes ſhe had 
made him, yet when he reflected, much 
about the time ſhe had given her hand to the 
Prince, he had offered to abandon friends 
country, in ſhort, every thing for her ſake, 
and certainly had it in his power to ſuppor: 
her in comparative affluence, He could 
not account for her behaviour; ſhe had cer- 
"tainly married him when he ſcarcely poſ- 
\ſfkd'a ſhilling he could eall his own; this 
Was a convincing proof of her generoſity, 
and might not her great luve for him make 
er 


—— 
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her thus deſirous of ſecuring a large eſtate ; 5 
but could ſhe ſuppoſe him ſo loſt to all ſen- 
timents of honour, as to imagine he would 
accept of riches obtained in ſuch a manner? 
She certainly had this. match in view when 
ſhe gave him her hand, and had calculated, 
he preſumed, how long ſhe ſhould be in- 
worrying this old Prince to death: However, 
he determined to ſee her let what would be 
the conſequence ;. but he. muſt join the- 
company, the derangement of his hair would* 
convince them he had laid down, and as his- 
countenance no longer betrayed any ſymp- 
toms of illneſs, he could only ſay his com- 
plaint had leſt him as ſuddenly as it came 
on; having therefore compoſed his counte- 
nance, and tried to arrange his ſcattered 
ideas, he was preparing to leave the room,. 
when the Colonel, who was extremely un- 
ealy, and poſitively began to dread the molt 
| ſerious conſequences from this ſevere. diſ- 
appointment (for to that he now ſolely attri- 
| buted his illneſs). came in ſearch of him ; 3 he 
| ES - was. 
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was very happy to ſee him look fo mück 
better than he expected, did not torment 
bim with inquiries he knew would only per- 
plex him, but l him into the 
ſaloon. 
"Mrs. Falkland, who had received a hint 
from her brother, ſaid but little upon the 
occaſion, merely adviſed a cup of tea, which 
the was preparing to make. Trevors and 
Milton, from equa] motives of delicacy, 
expreſſed their joy to ſee his Lordſhip fo 
well recovered, and tried to raiſe his ſpirits 
by communicating Mr. and Mrs, White's 
pPrognoſtics, at any other time he wculd have 
laughed very heartily, but ſituated as he was, 
notwithſtanding all his efforts, he could 
neither join in their mirth, nor in the con- 
verſation, Joſephine's image floated upon his 
mind before his eyes, and he kept involun- 
tarily drawing compariſons between her paſt 
and late behaviour; conſcious, however, of 
his abſence of mind, and certain from the 
BY ; young 
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young mens” forbearing to rally him upon his 
filence, they gueſſed from what it proceeded. 

He took his leave of the company the mo- 
ment his carriage arrived, and complainirig 
of a ſlight head- ach to Sir William, retired 

to bed as ſoon as he reached home; he 
was now at full liberty to arrange his plan, 
but this was no very eaſy-taſk, and at laſt he 
determined, if poſſible, to ſee her privately, 
and hear with patience (if ht could obtain 
ſufficient command over himſelf) what ſhe - 


had to ſay in her own defence; but if ſhe 


refuſed to ſee him; he foreſaw paſſion would 
get the better of prudence, and ſhe muſt 
in that caſe abide by the conſequence; per- 
haps ſhe was not allowed to receive any 


male viſitors, well, he could write what he 


| had to fay ; but then he muſt let ſomebody 

into his ſecret, and his letter might fall into 
the hands of the Prince. Well, what if it 
did, what could ſhe alledge in her defence 
which could exculpate her in either of their 
on, he would ſet out for the Caſtle next 

| | | morning, 


* 
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morning, he knew both the road and dil. 
tance ; beſides, he could i inquire, and ſuch a 


ſeat could not be difficult to find, and it 


would be very hard if he could not gain 
admittance under ſome pretence or other ; 
as he was an Engliſhman, the Prince could 

not ſuſpect he had any deſigns upon his 


-wikc, 


He paſſeq a very reſtleſs night, roſe early, 
but could not ſet off before breakfaſt, as he 
— always took that meal. with Sir William, — 
The Baronet, infinitely. more anxious about 
this darling grandſon's health than his own, 


obſerved he did not look well. Henry ſtill 


- complained of a head- ach, which he attri- 
buted to the wine he had drank the day 


+ before, a ride on horſe back would quite 


remove it, ordering his horſe immediately, 
+ fearful Trevors or Milton might drop in to 


on. WW. 
nne 


zaquire how he did, and that they would 


offer to accompany him. The day was not 


very favourable. for: ſuch an excurſion Sir 
William: 


* i 
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Wiltiaw obſerved, but had it poured with 


rain Henry would have ſet out; there- 
fore, without taking any notice of his grand- 


father's remarks, the inſtant he had break- 
faſted he mounted his horſe, and attended 
by one groom, took the road to the village 
where the Caſtle he mtant to viſit was ſitu- 
ated, He had hardly got without the town 
before a thought ſtruck him, and he pauſed 


for a moment undetermined” whether he 
ſhould not ſend his ſervant back for his gun. 


The Prince was a great ſportſman, and he 
might get introduced by this means, ſhould 
he ſee him, and at all events he had only 
to ſhoot ſome of bis pigeons, or poultry, to 
be carried before him for committing ſuch a 
treſpaſs upon his Manor. The buſtle would 


certainly reach Joſephine's ears, and might 
bring her to the window; if ſhe once aß 


him ſhe muſt deviſe ſome means to admit 
him; but one of Mrs. Parker's old ſayings 
coming acroſs him, who often obſerved it 


was very unlucky to return, he determined 
6 © * 


SY 


— — — — — 
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to proceed, and have recourſe to his gun, if 
de failed in his preſent attempt. In leſs than 
an hour he reached the village, and a pea- 
| fant, of whom he made the inquiry, pointed 
out the Caſtle des Iffarrs ; one fide of it over- 
looked the high road; he hardly knew 
whether he had better reconnoitre on horſe- 
back or on foot; a few minutes reflection 
induced him to diſmount, and to order his 
_ -groom to put up tie horſes at a little hut 
he ſaw at the entrance of the village, dig- 
-nified by the name of an inn, deſired the 
ſervant to wait his return; then proceeded on 
foot towards the Caſtle. He took care to 
walk out of fight of the windows till he 
came near enough to diſtinguiſh objects 
very plainly; be then looked up with the 
- utmoſt anxiety, expecting every moment to 
meet the eyes of Joſephine, for, notwith- 
ſtanding all his boaſted fortitude, and the 
reſolutions be had formed, he felt he ſtill 


loved her, and was afraid, if the was a true 


+ any he ſhould be filly enough to forgive 


her, 
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her, at leaſt to determine not to expoſe her 
as he at firſt intended. He walked ſlowly, 
paſſed the Caſtle, but no one appeared at 
any of the windows, He wiſhed now the 
had ſent back for his gun, as there was a 
fine peacock fitting upon à wall he could 
have ſhot with eaſe, and for ſuch an offence 
he would certainly have been carried before 
the Prince. He walked back ward and for- 
ward ſeveral times unobſerved, as he ſuppoſed, 
by any one, revolving different plans in his 
mind. At laſt he took a pencil and a piece 


of paper out of his pocket, and placing 


himſelf at a proper diſtance, affected to be 
taking a: ſketch of the houſe and grounds 
to ſee him thus occupied could offend no 
one, and if the Prince ſaw. him, and had 
any politeneſs, he would invite him in, juſt | 
to afford him an opportunity of ſeeing the 
| Inſide of a building which ſeemed ſo much the 

object of his admiration, he had taken his 
ſtation nearly oppoſite the windows of a 
room, in which he ſaw an excellent. fire, 

thinking 
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thinking it was moſt likely inhabited by ſome 
part of the family, and from its ſituation 
and appearance, probably by the maſter or 
miſtreſs. He now wiſhed he had thought 
of ſome diſguiſe, for if Joſephine caught 
ſight of him unobſerved, ſhe would very 
likely reſolve not to ſee him either in public 
or private, and in that: caſe how ſhould he 
be able to force himſelf. into her preſence ? 
He could not go to the Prince and demand 
his wife; indeed; he did not wiſh to make 
his connexion with ſuch an unprincipled 
woman more public than was abſolutely 
neceſſary. He continued his occupation for 
near a quarter of an hour, though had any 
one aſked to look at what he had been 
doing, he would certainly have excuſed him- 
ſelf from gratifying their curioſity ; but being 
tired, and very angry at- his: want of ſucceſs, 
he determined to have recourſe to ſome 
other means to obtain a ſight of this cele- 


 brated Princeſs, and had taken out his pocket 


book to replace his pencil, when, upon 
. bf 5 looking 
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looking up towards the windows he had 
never loſt ſight of, he caught a glimpſe of a 
female figure paſling the fire, all his hopes 
revived, and he had once more recourſe to 
his pencil, though his eyes were much oſtener 
fixed upon the window than his paper; but 

a few minutes reflection made him recollect 
he might ſtand there for a week without being 
able to diſtinguiſh the features of. any body 
in the room, if they did not chuſe to be 
ſeen, as there was not a_ thorough light 
only three windows to the road; if the 
perſon he had ſeen was Joſephine, he was 
diſcovered, ſhe muſt have known him; in 
that caſe how would ſhe act? As ſhe had 
not approached the window, he preſumed, 
ſhe meant to keep out of his ſight if poſſible, 
ſhe muſt gueſs his ſuſpicions, and would not 


afford him an opportunity to verify them, 


he therefore reſolved. ſhe ſhould pay dear for 
her want of confidence. He waited ſome 
time to allow her to think of ſome means 


of. admitting him, or to make him ſome 
ſignal. 


i 
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ſignal whe to repeat his viſit; but growing 
angry, and fearful, if he gave way to his firft 
emotion, he ſhould involve himſelf in ſome 
difficulties without being able to gratify his 
wiſhes, he haftily put up his pencil, and 
walked away towards the village, often turn- 
ing his head to ſee if any body followed him, 
or came to the window, but all in vain, no 
one appeared; it was evident to him now 
ſne meant to ſhun him if poſſible ; he would 
write to her the moment he got home, fend 
his letter expreſs to Paris, that it might 
reach her by the uſual conveyance ; he would 


accuſe her point blank, and dare her to con- 


ſute bis charges; he ſhould alſo by this 
means have the Marquis's advice how to 
act. Theſe reſolutions, which he was now 
eager to exocute, induced him to mend his 
pace, when in paſſing a ſmall door at the 
bottom of a long walk, which incleſed the 


garden, it flew open, and a man, ſeemingly 


in great haſte; and almoſt out of breath, ran 


| — looked round him, and the inſtant he 


caught 


— 
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caught ſight of Henry, who had ſtopped: 
within a few paces, having heard the door 
open, he advanced very reſpectfully, ſaying, TE, 
Madame la Baronne de Beauval entreats 
you would do her the honour to walk in, 


— 


W \ 


This, in ſome reſpects, unexpected invi- 
tation, as he had given up all hopes, rather 
revived his ſpirits. — At all events, I 
ſhalt be ſatisfied, thought he to himſelf, and 
any thing is preferable to my preſent ſuſpenſe. 
The 'gardener, for ſuch he was, ſuſpecting 
Henry had not underſtood him, as he did 
not ſpeak, immediately repeated his requeſt. 
« Very willingly, my friend,” ſaid his Lord- 
ſhip, following the man into the garden, — 
the Baronne de Beauval, Belville the od 
man ought to have ſaid, thought he. She ſent 
. to aſk me in under this name to prepare me 
for an interview ; means to deceive me once 
more if poſſible, but ſhe will not find that a 
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very eaſy 'taſk. He hutried along ſo faſt 
down a very long walk, the old gardener had 
ſome difficulty to keep pace with him. — 
Qught he to addreſs her, or ſhould he liſten 


in ſilence to all ſne had to ſay? He was al- 
. moſt afraid of his own weakneſs if he allowed 


her to juſtify herſelf; but that was impoſ- 


- ſible, and he was determined to have his 
marriage diffolved ; he had great. friends at 
the French court, and hoped to be able to 
| ſucceed; his being a Proteſtant. was very 
much in his favour, and Sir William would 
ſecond him with thoſe irreſiſtible arguments, 
which ſo ſeldom fail of obtaining juſtice in any 
country. His conductor broke the thread of 

his ideas by opening a door that led into a 
© ſmall back court, where he entreated his 
Lordſhip to wait while he went round, — 
During this ſhort interval, which ſeemed an 
age to the impatient Henry, a very large 
yard dog came walking up towards him, 
and began to make much of him. He had 
a large filver collar round his neck, with an 
engraving 


MYSTERIOUS. WIr E. 239 


«engraving upon it, which curioſity induced: 
him to read: © Jappartiens au Prince des 
Iſſarts“ This convinced Henry he was 
right with reſpect to the Caſtle. The Prince 
was out he imagined, but he was not al- 
| lowed to waſte much time in fruitleſs con- 
jectures before an inner door opened, and 
he was once more entreated to ſtep forward 
by his former conductor, which he did into 
a ſmall low apartment, and followed him in 
filence up a private ſtaircaſe that led into a 
paſſage. The man opened the ſecond door 
to the right, which led into a ſmall drefling- 
room, and entreated Monſieur would walk. 
in, ſaying Madame la Baronne would join 
him immediately, and had ſhe been there 
Te might have heard Henry's heart beat as 
he entered. The man pulled to the door 


after him, and retired. It is more eaſy to. | 


conceive than deſcribe the ſtate of Lord 


Firz-Oſborne's mind. He juſt glanced his 


eyes round. The apartment, though ſmall,, 
— 4 0 23 "414 5 Was 
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was remarkably elegantly furniſhed ; bur 


Henry paid but little attention to the ſur- 
rounding objects; he began to pace the room, 
liſtened to every thing that ſtirred, expecting 
every inſtant to ſee the door open, and the 
woman he had once ſo fervently adored, but 


now ſo thoroughly de ſpiſed, make her appear- 


ance; he remained near five minutes in this 
ſituation. © She has not courage enough 
to ſupport the fight of the man ſhe has fo 
baſely deceived,“ ſaid he to himſelf; «ſhe will 
ſend me word very likely to eome another 


time; but I will not leave the Caſtle unſa- 


tisſied, let what will be, the „ 
Na or alive I will {ce her.“ | 


At this moment the violence of his emo- 


tion nearly overcame him, as he diſtinctly 
heard a footſtep in the paſſage he made a 
full ſtop, ſummoned all his fortitude to his 


aſſiſtance, and determined, if poſſible, to re- 
5 ceive her with cold ſullen ive In three 

2 ſeconds the door he had entered by was flung 

: 4 open, 


" 


Po 
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open, and a Lady perlectiy anſwering Tre- 
vorg's deſcription, but not his Toſephiney 
made her appearance; he did not enter- 
tain a doubt of this being the Princeſs des 
Iſſarts, ſhe ſo exactly reſembled the picture 
Trevors had drawn, and certainly almoſt 
equalled his wife in point of beauty; the ſud- 
den tranſition he experienced from a "ſtate 
of abſolute deſpair was almoſt too much for 
him; but the pleaſing reflections that inſtantly . 
roſhed upon his mind ſoon enabled him to 
regain ſome degree of compoſure; while 
the Lady, who had made a ſort of involun- 
tary ſtep within the door, upon ſeeing the 
alteration the countenatice of her viſitor" 
had undergone, perceiving his colour return 
by degrees, attributed his ſtill viſible emo- 
tion to a very flattering cauſe; ſhe now 
drew near, but made another ſtop ſtill more 
inſtantaneous than the firſt, and ſaid, with an 
air of ſurpriſe(Henry eaſily perceived ſhe was 
affected) © Really, Sir, 1 never was more at 
a loſs in my life how to apologize for my 
{ſtrange behaviour, and the trouble I have 

VOL, HI. ” M given 
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© Biyen Foy, I proteſt, when I ſaw you from 
_ Tay. window, I took. you for. a very near 
Telation; and you, ſillx fool, turning to a 
_ V619; ſmart fille de, chambre, Who had fol- 


Wed ber ig, * confirmed me in my error. 


L proteſt, Mæam, ſaid the girl, 1 
the Baron de Rocheville. I never ſaw ſo 
Arik ing a likeneis between two people: nay, 
Mathurin was as much deceived as I was, 
for he would, certainly have told, me had he 
gueſſed he had admitted a, ſtranger.” 

Well, I hardly knom whom. to blame,” 

faid the Lady,;. * I-am only exceſſively lorry. 
our folly. ſhould have, induced me thus to 
intrude upon this Ggntleman's, time, You, 
ſcemed- in haſte, Sir, therefore I. entreat I 
maꝝ not detain you a moment longer, than 
is agreeable ; elſe, I ſhould. beg you would 
2 a chair, and ag air of the fire this cold 


, J 


* Von do me honour, Madame,” ſaid. 
- - Heory, © and. were I: in ever ſuch a hurry, 
| is Ven. 1 * * 
| |  thguld 
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ſhould not be ſo much my ow. enemy: as to 


put a negative upon ſo polite a requeſt, F _ 
begin to think my ſelf under great obligations ; 
to Dame Fortune; ſhe certainly interfered? 


very ſtrongly in my favour. ” The maid fad 
placed two arm chairs near the fre; which 


the Lady and Henry now took pofſtſſion of 


and tlie attendant retired. %s T ought; ir 


ſome meafure, to account to you, Sir, for? 


what muſt, at all events, appear very extraor- 
dinary behaviour, you muſt” know IT am in 


daily, nay hourly, expectations of the Gen- 
tle man I took you for; and, as he is a ſtranger” 


in this part of France, I really thought i 


poſſible he might paſs the Caſtle des 1farts 
without knowing it. I have been ſome time 
upon a viſit to the Prince and Princeſs,” 


The concluſion of her ſpeech rather ſtag- 


gered Henry. This might not be-the Lady 
he wanted to ſee after all, yet ſſe ſo exact 
anſwered the deſcription he had liſtened to 
attentively over night; that, after a moments 

reflection, he began to think ſhe meant to 


M2 impoſe 
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1 impoſe upon his credulity. Determined to 
give into her plan, he ſaid, „And 1 think 
myſelf peculiarly fortunate, fair Lady, in 
having by mere chance paſſed the Caſtle 
before the Baron's arrival, as I feel myſelf 
every moment more and more indebted to 
the reſemblance I bear that Gentleman; but, 
from not underſtanding your gardener, I 
poſitively thought the ſummons I had re- 
= ceived came from a particular friend, — 
| « no longer wonder at the ſurpriſe your 
countenance expreſſed when I joined you, Sir. 
Pray, in whoſe name did the man requeſt 

you would walk in ?” | | 
ce Madame la Baronne de Beauval's, whom 
] preſume I have now the honour of addreſ- 
ſing,” looking her full in the face while he 


ſpoke. 


c Tou are perfectly right, Sir,” ſaid ſhe, 
in ſome confulion, which confirmed his Lord- 
1 ſhip's firſt ſuſpicions * but your accent de- 
| notes you to be a foreigner.” Now this was 
à remark no one but herſelf had ever made, 


14 
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as Henry ſpoke che language with all the 
purity and fluency of à native; he therefore 
ſuſpected ſhq had ſeen him before, or had 
gueſſed his country from his dreſs, ſo made 
this obſervation by way of ſatisfying hes, 
euriolity.. 


« I am an Engliſhman, Ma'am,“ faid 


Henry; © but have ſpent ſore time upon 
the Continent.“ 


partial to France, I preſume, Sir ; but Ti. 


I wiſh I knew what to offer you. Pray 
draw nearer the fire; to-day is unuſually 
eold for this climate,” ſetting the example. 
Henry alſo advanced his chair, but nearer 
his beautiful companion than the fire, faying,. 
« Upon my word I hardly know how to 
excuſe myſelf for entering a Lady's n. 


room in boots.“ ; 
ce. Not a word upon that fubjea I muſt 


entreat, Sir. When you dreſſed in the 


morning I do not ſuppoſe you intended to 
viſit a Lady.“ 


Many Was eee he 1 home for. 
| that purpoſe, but choſe to give into his 
- Campanion's way of thinking, therefore faid,. 
J certainly little expected to have been 
dus favoured ; I only left home to take a 
rige, but was ſo ſtruck with the beauties of 
this Caſtle, I could not help wifhing for a. 
etch of it, and alighted.for that purpoſe,” 
Tou are a reſident at Avignon, I pre- 
ſume, . 
„ have been chere about a fortnight, 

Matam.“ 5 

. Then, pray, ax. inquize how. you- 
came to know of this Caſtle, or did you. | 
Wake this road by chance? 


| "aa ſhe nile while ſhe PREY his Lords 
ſhip-had. ome difficulty to keep his coun 
tenance; but faid, © Not abſolutely, Ma'am. 
A have ohren heard. of the Caſtle des Ika. 
ſince my arrival at Avignon. 
e And pray, if I am not impantinens, 
what has rendered the ancient fabrick ſo cele- 


rated “ 
CT ARES oy, 


« The 
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Tie beauty of its hither; Ma'am,. 
who, I am aſſured, is oũe of the moſt lovely 
worſen in the kingdom, feing his ex 
preſſive eyes upon her face during his pere. 5 
Then curioffty, 1 preſume, to ſee this · 
Divinity brouglit "you Kither? Come, ac“ 
knowledge the truth, mimt. and biz 
k very fie ſet f teeth. 5 1 
T plead gbilty of the „ | 
mona flid TTenrv. © 4 
And I preſum you bald het Ig e 
taken a flectch If 25 . unn 
dut Pray ſew The Your drawing. . 
: ene tore it do oo 
pieces in à füge.“ 7 
That was very wrong r as * 
know I can hardly believe you dre an 
Euglimman; you fpeak bur languagr, not 
withſtanding my firſt remafk, with u Cr 
rectneſs and elegante few ſtrungers Atta, 
and I know your countrymen in gener, 
Hit It beneath their die de de youes- | 
wen to 1 With.” ann 
M4 


: : ? ; 


| c&-Tf; 
'w% 


28 MYSTERIOUS WIFB. 


; 0. If I am happy enough to remove ſome 
of. the prejudices you ſeem to entertain, I 
ſhall: nen glory in being born a 


* = ©” 1 


% 


1 There debe the Gr hom Engliſhman,” 


ſaid ſhe, ſmiling expreſſively in his face ; — 


E but pray who am I addreſſing ? You have 
a vaſt many My Lords in your iſlands, and 


many who aſſume the title in France, I be- 


lieve; but you have the word Gentleman 
I never ;could preciſely underſtand,; every 
Engliſhman vpon the Continent, who is not 


a My Lord, is un Gentilhomme. Now in 
France, you know, that word denotes a 


Nobleman, as we ſay T il eſt Gentilhomme 


comme le Roi. 
RW England, Ma'am, | it is da foe of in- 


e title, by which we diſtinguiſh a 


Polite man of any rank or profeſſion; but 
ve have many Lords Who n pretend 


8 Fes. 4 
« I have knawn ſome who cerminly 2 


5 wot; according to youu acceptation, of. the 
Iv 1 word 3 


# + 


4 n + Gentleman like the King.. 
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word; but you have not yet anſwered wh: 
queſtion concerning yourſelf.” © 
%% My name is Fitz-Ofborne; Ma'am, to» | 
which I add that title, ſo common among: 
Engliſh abroad. My Lord,“ I now refide in 
the Hotel de Villneuve, at Avignon, with 
my grandfather Sir William Cleveland.“ 
I poſitively beg your Lordfhip's pardon. | 
for having treated you WO ſuch familiarity. | 
before I made my inquiry.“ 
I rather fancy you mean to correct my; 
freedom, fair Lady.” | 
c Your Lordſhip does TPP me zollte. 
Were I the Princeſs des Iſſarts you could not? 
have treated me with more reſpect. Tour 
Lordſhip made a ſtrange diſcovery at the 
Caſtle the evening of your arrival I under- 
ſtand; I laughed very heartily at the deſcrip= 
tion a friend of mine gave me of the ſcene. 
Do favour me with a few of the rw | 


Henry did as te deſired, and the time 
* away inſenſibly, till the fille de chambre 
MM N *, 6h came 


— 


— = 
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ame in to let her miſtreſs 3 dinner 


was upon table. It had _ cart 
JO nn 


ey «Oh! age with. 3 my 
Lord,” {aid his fair companion: I either 
did, or intended to offer you ſome refreſh- 
ment Jong fince ; but your agreeable con- 
verſation made me forget what I.was about, 


: therefore do me the favour. to take a ſnap 


with me;.the family arę out, and Idine alone. 
I. know it is not your. dinner hour, for. you 
fit down to that meal when we think of 
going! to ſupper but your ride- may have 
gies you an appetite.” _ - 


Henry found. the wiſhed. t9-keep up the 
farec,. for he was perfectly convinced ſhe was 
the miſtreſs of the houſe, but choſe to allow her 

to duppoſe-he. mas the dupe of her fined, ſo 

- "ſaid, He ſhould certainly ſeize the opportu- 
nity ſhe afforded him of pending alittle longer 
dim in her company, preſenting. her bis 


; 2006 to lead. her w "the aghoining apart- 
| | ment, 
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Q edeguart> Cininelshalpnde 
out, and Marton (the deere Aloe, 


ee ee — DAD 


* 34] cas 


« ſhall make no eee ſaid the 
Lady,“ fitting down. Yout-Lordſhip has 
done me honour; and will- be kind enough 
to recollect I did not expect company.“ 


His Lordſhip paid her ſcheral © polite” 
compliments, and being in a moſt excellent 
temper, made a very | hearty meal. 
His companion eat but little, and as ſoon as 
his Lordſhip had done Marton received 
orders to ſet out the deſert in the dreſſing- 
room, whither they immediately adjourned. | 
Several bottles-of excellent wine were placed | 
upon the table, and his Lordſhip never. felt” 
himſelf in better ſpirits, nor leſs inclined to 
move towards Avignon. He drew near his 
fair companion their diſcourſe. grew very 


animated, ſo much fo that the coffee, which * 


had been brought in, got cold; but having 
N _ 1 ſettled | 


p EY A hn 
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ſettlad their debate to the ſatisfaction of each 
party, Marton was again ſummoned, and 
ordered to bring in ſome warmer coffee, and 


afreſh ſupply of liqueurs. 
FC] | ; s | 
. — —— — —  — 


Ai GBA P. XIV. 
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ers El now turned the converſation 
upon Avignon, and aſked his Lordſhip's - 
opinion of ME Deck of. that town.” | 


Pos inpoſtle to think of any of them 
after having ſeen Madatne de Brauyal, 5 ſaid | 
Henry. c | 
That is merely evading my queſtion, 
Y Lord. — you have not yet 

| ſeen. 
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ſeen the Lady you came to admire.“ I have | | 
no doubt the Princeſs des Iflarts deſerves al! 
the praiſes I beſtowed upon her; but I am 


convinced her charms would not be ſo highly 
extolled had. Madame de Beauval been much 


ſeen at Avignon.“ „I am preſent, and ſne is 
not, therefore your ſpeech is very natural; 


but pray tell me who N ſo why of my 
friend.” 


n. might be imprudent to mention 
names, fair Lady; but I do aſſure you every 


perſon I have converſed with has mentioned 


the Princeſs. with eſteem and admiration; . 
now pray give me your opinion of her; the 


intimacy that ſeems to ſubſiſt between you 


muſt make you a far better judge of her charms. © 
and character than any body I have yet met 


with.” “ Your Lordſhip , muſt excuſe me, 
and for theſe reaſons ; were: I to praiſe her, 
you might, and with juſtice, ſuppoſe me-par- 


tial; were I to criticiſe, , you might attribute 
what I faid to envy. But pray have you 


ever heard her huſband mentioned? 


„Several 


— = — — — 


3 


_ catalogue of his failings,” faid ſhe, colouring 


= wers Wn. 
Several times, Ma'am, but · not in very 
Ganteniniy terms. Indeed, moſt people a. 
this lovely woman is much to be pitied; for 

I: am aſſured the Prince is od, deformed, 
* thee: enact re 
aſk of herſelf.“ *. 

„ And they. rank jealouſy: dig the 


very violently. © Pray, is it ſaid whether 
with or without cauſe?” «1 do not un- 
dierſtand there is the ſlighteſt reaſon for his 
fſuſpicions; and though I blamed him among 
the reſt, L muſt own I thought, had 1 been 
ia his place, 1 ee have been equally 


_ a £3 4 
4 Oh, es: Whan; Wink 


- Jour any juſt reafon 2 «Frmnaginary evik aft as 
tormenting as rent ones, my charming friend. 


Neal love cannot exiſt without jealouſy, and 


| were I in poſſeſſion of fuck à treaſure, 48 
beport ſays bas fallen 1e the ſhare” of the 


Prince des farts, I ſhould be convinced my 
viſe. would: never" be. ſeen in public without | 
6 adding 
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AAding to the number of my enemies; o | 
many people would be ndeavouring to rob 
me of her heart.“. | 
If theſe are really, your ene my 
Eord,“ ſaid ſhe, laughing, let me adviſs. 


| you never to marry: A. handſome wife. 


would certainly prove the bane of your haps 
pineſs ; but pray get introduced to the Prince . 
your ideas, in many reſpedls,. compete wich. 
his. 425 
« And. I * ſay his . (as mine 
would do) proceeds from exceſs: of love, 
ſaid Henry. © You- have really found an 
excellent excuſe for the old fellow, and in a 
young handſome man ſuch folly might even 
be flattering, if it aroſe: from the cauſe you: 
mention; but in an old man it is intolerablel! 
But pray is the Princeſs: thought amiable? 
What do people ſay of her underſtanding 2 
« That ſhe: has an uncommon ſhare; and a 
great flow of ready witʒ but this I am told the 
Prince will not allow: He only ſays ſhe is 
4 good ſort. of woman, but à very inſipid 
; | companion, 


276 = MYSTERIOUS wirr. 


companion, as her ſtock. of ideas ie in a 
very ſmall compaſs. 
Indeed, ſaid he, highly piqued, — 
Henry perceived, © and 1: preſume- theſe 
falſe reports are all placed to the ſcore of 
jealouſy,” By every one who has the honour 
of being acquainted with the Princeſs; but 
I have heard ſome few, who cannot boaſt of 
that advantage, affirm ſhe hardly poſſeſſes 
common . ſenſe ; nay, they even go ſo far as 
to ſay ſhe is remarkably fond of her huſ- 
band, notwithſtanding the great difference 
in their age. Indeed, her allowing him to 
cConfine her in the manner ſhe does, and to 
deprive her of the bleſſings of ſociety either 
at home or abroad, rather leads me to fancy 
there may be ſome truth in the latter aſſer- 
tion; and, according to the Prince's ac- 
count, her domeſtic amuſements are perfectly 
innocent, even harmleſs, in my opinion.” — 
c Pray may I inquire how he ſays ſhe ſpends 
her time ? It is generally Rs: how pro- 
ks he. ſpends his own.” 


«Tn; 


4 
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e In ſhooting abroad; and lock · making at 
home, I have heard,“ ſaid Henry, who en- 


joyed teazing his fair companidn, whom he 


perceived thought ſhe had perfectly ſucceeded _ 


in deceiving him reſpecting her name. — 
« Your Lordſhip muſt allow the latter to be 
a very noble employment; but pray anſwer 
my queſtion reſpecting the Princeſs. 


« She devotes ſome part of her time —_ 
love, the Prince fays ; other hours to playing 


with, er combing ſeveral lap-dogs, teaching 
a canary-bird to ſing with a bird organ, 'and 
he aſſures many people the bird wü in 
excellent time, the old | 
e Lotti 03 cn, er ne e 
* on dit que» eee | 

On apprend des jeux plus charmante z, . 
«Je men ſais, rien, mais en menage, 


. r 1 


7 


D Sb ine 


The — Baronne no longer able to keep 
her countenance, as Henry, gave the words 
their full force, and repeated them in ſo 
ridiculous a tone, joined him in- a very 

hearty, 


— 


"= 


ber accompliſbments equalled her beauty, I 
meant to have turned knight - errant, and 


| 8 8 And 


ae old idiot really enters into theſe detalls:- 
now could your Lordſhip with to ſee fuch. 
a fool as he repreſents his wiſe to be? | 


did not put imphicic faith in the 
Prince's feport, fair Lady, therefore 


wiſhed to judge for myſelf; and had 1 found 


eee eee an old 


* 4 


f i That was boch ind end bist . 
my Verd. I hope ſhe will afford you an 
opportunity of difplaying your herorfm ; for 


I think I muſt find means to mn 
d0 her one of theſe days.“ 4 


© You will do me — my 


fair friend, tchaugh L cunnot fay 1 feel the 
_ ſame anziety 1 did befbte 1 fad che advan- 


tage of _ Ar 1 et- * 


(25 td. bs * > C& 


Before hilt make any Wh W 


made ber "appearance with a. pair of wax- 


Nets. His * had been fo agreeably. 
engaged 
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ca he did not reflect upon the hour ;. 
but now thought it was time for him to 
think of his departure; ſtill he did not chuſe 
to appear in haſte. Marton had fcarce leſt 
the room before ſhe returned in great haſte, 
and whiſpered ſomething to her miſtreſs,. 
who inſtantly ſtarted up, and made towards. 
the door, as if to faſten, it while ſhe ſent. 


Marton through the room they had dined in. 


The inſtant Madame had bolted the door that 
led into the paſſage, ſhe fle w towards Henry, 

who hardly knew what to make of the buſtie 
the ſeemed to be in, ſaying, The Gentle» 
man I told you 1 expected: is this moment - 
arrived; Lmuſt.receive him, and am forced: 
to entreat your Lordſhip would ſep into that 
cloſet. Lam ſhocked. ta death to find myſelt 
obliged. to make ſuch a requeſt, but I have 
| ER ER Pts os | 


than ten. minutes. 

cc J have no will . yours, my fair biend,”” 
ſaid Henry. _ do with me what * 4 
* . 


c. There — 


| 


6 wy 
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e dn eee ſaid ſhe, opening 
à cloſer door. His Lordthip ſtepped: in as 
he heard footſteps advancing. She turned 
the key upon him, put it in her pocket, then 
unbolted the door that led into the paſſage, 
and took her ſeat again at the table, caught 
up a piece of netting, and in three ſeconds 
was as compoſed as ever. Henry gave her 
great credit for her dexterity and ſang ſroid, 
and could not help thinking ſuch adventures 
were rather habitual to her: Marton appeared 
alſo perfectly calculated to conduct an in- 
trigue, as ſne kept the Prince (for it was no 
leſs a man, and that indeed Henry had gueſſed) 
ſor a minute or more in the paſſage talking 
aloud, It ought to be obſerved, that Henry 
had a very good view of what was going 
| forward in the room, as the-door of the cloſet 
by no means fitted; indeed he could eaſily 
have ne a FOG N the * 


crevices. 
ens: | The e was between ſixty and reg 

. ada and very thin, ſtooped in the 
ſhoulders,. 


N 
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Thoulders, and hobbled in his gait ; his noſe, 
was the moſt prominent feature in his face, 
as his eyes were ſunk in his head, and his 
mouth almoſt toothleſs, while half a dozen 
grey hairs of a ſide hardly ſerved to cover 
his ears. He was adorned in a black velvet 
frock, ornamented with gold frogs, over 
which he wote a dark green cloth ſurtout, 
or great coat, trimmed with very broad 
gold lace, ſcarlet velvet waiſtcoat and breeches, 
and a pair of ſpeckled worſted ſtirrup ſtock- 
ings drawn up over his knees; a cravat edged. me 
with point lace, was tied in a ſingle knot 
round his neck, and the ends were tucked 
through the third button-hole of his waift- 
coat; ruffles down to his fingers ends, and 
in his hand he held a very ſmall gold-laced 
cocked hat, turned up behind. Such was 
the figure that now entered this lovely wo- 
man's dreſſing- room, and Henry could not 
help thinking, if it was ever excuſable in a 
woman to commit follies, it was in the 
Princeſs des Iſſarts; he preſumed this had 1 
been one of her Lord and maſter's rambling | 
days, | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


% 
* | H , 


—— — ea... 
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days, and thought his dreſs very much cal- 


culated ſor a ſportſman; but as he muſt have 


been expected home wondered he had not 


been diſmiſſed in tine. From the Princeſs's 
behaviour he had ſuppoſed the Prince had 
leſt home for ſome days, and could not help 


> thinking: ſhe- had been very imprudent, and 


ran a very great riſk; and thought what a 
pretty figure he ſhould make if his retreat 


covered. This determined him not 


to move, and to truſt to the handſome wo- 


ma's ingenuity to effect his releaſe; he had 


e hat ä in his hand. 


The es: ** towards his wife, 
 faying; How are you, my love ?“ and gave 
her a kiſs upon the cheek; then flung him- 
ſell into a large arm chair near the fire, the 
one his Lordfhip- had aroſe from, ſtretched 
but his legs, and complained of, fatigue, and 


to Henry's- great ennui, began to recapitu- 
late the wenderous: feats he had performed 
, during the-day, how many- birds he had-kil- 
| led, and how often his gun had miſſed fire, 


where 


- * _— « 83 
* * — | TI 
* * * * 
= — ay 
1 - 
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Jhere he. had dined, uhovke had, ſen, and 
1 


le e 
at ſome of the old man's exploits, and ſeemed! - 
{9, much, at ber; caſe, and ſo totally to have 
forget, her priſoner, that Henry grew: quite 
angry · She then reminded the Prince they had 
no game in the houſe, and thought ſhe would? 
have. ſome of; that he had brought home 
dreſſed for ſupper, adding, Tou know, 
my dear, I always think the birds. you kill: | 

haus fines flavour * others. 6 


— 


| The old fellow grinned (for it could not 
be termed ſmiling). his applauſe, and ſaid, 
0 am afraid you flatter me, my charming 
Joſephine.” Henry was rather hurt to hear 
that name, he almoſt looked _ as ſacred | 
* — 


e Well, but will not you go to work ty 
=0P my dear?“ ſaid che-Princeſs, 


"8 Why, 
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ce Why, no, my Bundle of Down, I do 
not think I ſhall. I am too-much fatigued.” 
Tou have not finiſhed that lock you 
promiſed me een * for 0 *chiffon- 
r | 595 
1 c Lou ſhall . it, my ia A 
| three dps are at an end, and then you need 
not be afraid of your woman diſcovering 
your ſecrets; that lock will be the moſt com- 
plete thing of its kind I ever made, and I 
Vioill defy all the workmen i in France to open 
itt without the key.“ 
e Oh! I know, my dear, no one can equal 
you in that branch when you. exert yourſelf. 
I have oſten been amazed to hear you repeat 
all the different parts that compole a lock. 
It̃t really aſtoniſhes me that ſuch vulgar beings, 
as lockſmiths generally are, ſhould ſucceed 
ſo well as they do.” 
/ « There is not a more ignorant ſet of 
| beings upon the face of the earth, my 
chicken; they are all bunglers: I would not 


: _ truſt the one His Majeſty employs to make 


Wy 3s” 
5 , ; 
* „ Work Box, 
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2 padlock for my dog-kennel ; ; it is an att 
requires infinite knowledge, and how ſhould 
ſuch illiterate wretches know what they are 
about? Yet, what ought a perſon to be more 


particular about? our lives ſometimes depend 
upon the faſtening of our doors; and I flatter 


myſelf, I have reached the ne plus ultra of 


perfection in this ſcience. We have no need 


to dread the atracks of thieves, we may ſleep 
in peace, and what is a greater comfort?“ 


« Very true, my dear,” ſaid the Princeſs, 


while Henry ſincerely wiſhed a certain black 


Gentleman had them both under lock and 


key, his patience being quite exhauſted, — 
What does ſhe mean? thought he; 1 ſhall 
certainly burſt out and interrupt their diſ- 
courſe. She evidently wants to make me 
underſtand this is the Prince, and that ſhe 
is the celebrated beauty; but what care 1 
who he is? She certainly might have al- 
owed me -to make my eſcape long ago. — 


Thus was he reaſoning, while the old Gen- 
tleman, having expatiated for ſome time 


longer upon the merits of his locks, ceaſed 


vol. III. N ſpeaking, 
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_ Praiſes of his charming wife, who, looking 
at him with a ſmile which might have fired an 
anchoret, ſaid, „Now, my dear, do you 
think you could, without referring to your 
book of ſketches, tell me every article that 
<ompoſes a lock; I mean every bolt, ſerew, 
tumbler, &c. that you make uſe of, without 
taking time for reflection between each, tho 
mind.“ « Yes, I have them all at my fingers 
ends, chicken, and could repeat them as faſt 


as my breath would allow me?“ « I would 


venture a confiderable wager, my dear, you 
have promiſed more than you could per- 
form without referring to your book.” 

- « Done, for your own ſum,” ſaid the old 
man, ſtarting upright in his chair. 

I will riſk fifty Louis, ſaid ſhe, © upon 


theſe conditions: you ſhall repeat every ar- 


ticle as faſt as I can write them down, and 
the moment you begin to heſitate I ſhall leave 
off, and conclude you have done,” 


* 


. Agreed 


ſpeaking, in expectation of receiving the 


1 


re 
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0 Agreed agreed my chicken, 1 am 
ſure of the money as if it was in my pocket. 
Come, get ready, I do not want time for 
reflection, only ** me know what fort of a 
lock you mean.“ 

4 Oh! any one of your own making, 
that one, for inſtance, upon the cloſet door. 
With all my heart, love; come begin.“ 
de Well, lend me your memorandum book, 
I- have not got mine about me. Mind you 
are to mention every thing by its proper 


name.” 
© What can ſhe mean by all this non> 


fenſe d thought Henry, only to worry 
me, perhaps, or to put, my patience to the 
trial, Well, if I am caught in fo filly a 
manner again, why, I wiſh I may be ten 
times more puniſhed ; however 1 deſerye 
it, for having dared to fuſpe& my adorable- 
Joſephine. How mfinitely more lovely is 
the than this boaſted beauty f. 


= 
— — — —— ͤä—— 


= — — — 


Duiag his mental ſoliloquy, the Prince” 
pulled out his pocket-book, and cut his 
Ns pencil, 


— — 


| 

| 

= . 

i 
[i 
1 
| 

| 
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pencil, which he then preſented to his wife, 
and'ſhe deſired him to begin. He ran over 
a variety of articles with. aſtoniſhing volu- 


- bility, and ſhe wrote them down with equal 


rapidity. At laſt he ſtopped, and ſhe cloſed 


the book, ſaying, © 1 was you have 


concluded.” | 


The old man rubbed his ſhrivelled -hands, 
took a large pinch of ſnuff while he gave 


her an affirmative nod of triumph; then 


fad, & Ah! ha! Princeſs, where are your 


| fifty Louis? Are not you convinced you 


have loſt 2?” 
e Not abſolutely. 25 


„ Then I will take that lock off to ſatisfy 
you, and if it contains one ſingle article I 


have forgot to enumerate, why, I will pay 
you twice the ſum * your bet without 
heſitation.” 
ce Pray; my dear, fit ſtill,” ſaid the Prin- 
ceſs, © I wiſh to relate a trivial adventure 
that has occurred during your abſence; be- 
fore you give yourſelf fo much trouble, 1 
er 
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merely wiſh to convince you you have loſt, 
and ſhould that prove to be the caſe, re- 
member I expect to have my _— imme- 
diately.” 

« Moſt certainly,” faid the old man, if 
you can prove I have not fulfilled the con- 
ditions of our bet; but I know, you rogue, 
you only want to laugh me out of the money. 
Come, I will be very good, I will let you off 
for fifty kiſſes, and a promiſe not to lock 
your room door within- ſide to night.“ 

« Once more I entreat you would ſit ſtill, 
Prince; my kiſſes are neither to be bought _ 
nor ſold ; I always beſtow them as free gifts; 
but pray liften to my ory I am ſure i it ney 
amuſe you. 

It can't fail, my chicken; pray | begin.” 

e When is this farce to End ?“ thought 
EO te Does ſhe mean to keep me here 
all night? Muſt I be obliged at laſt to force 
this famous lock? His attention was now 
diverted by the promiſed ſtory, * the 
Princeſs began as follows: 
| N 3 n 
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277 vou vent out very early this morning. 
.you know, my. dear, and left word you ſhould 
nor be at home to dinner. 1 did not iſe 
till near eleven, drank my chocolate, then 

bad xecourſe to a book; but ſoon (threw it 
on one fide, not being in a reading humour; 
my harpſichord was · out of tune, ſeveral 
chords of my harp were broke, and J did 
not like to take the trouble to replace 
Shem, for the Demon gf Ennui had taken 
poſſeſſion of me, and I really grew quite 
Fapouriſh!; I therefore rang for Marton, wiſn- 
ang to have ſomebody to ſpeak to, and, by 
way of beguiling the time which hung un- 
uſually heavy vpon my hands, made her open 
one of the windows that overlook the high 
rad; but we were ſoon obliged to ſhut it 
again, as the day was remarkably cold, and 
content ourſelves with looking through it; 
ve ſtood there for ſome time, and were 
ſmetimes amuled by the ſight of a fe pigs; 


chen a cluniſy peaſant driving home a cow, a 
ſecond proceeding with a calf to market, 
and half a dozen old women paſſing to and 


fro 


— 
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fro with bundles of wood either upon their 
heads or under their arms. I cannot ſay I 
found any great amuſements in theſe various. 
ſights, therefore was juſt going. to leave my 
ſtation, when I caught ſight of one of the 
moſt elegant men I ever beheld! This rouſed. 
me almoſt inſtantaneouſly from my lethargy. 
Figure to yourſelf, Prince, the face of Adonis, 
united to the form of the Apollo Belvidere, 
and you will have ſome idea of this Gentle» 
man, who appeared about two-and-twenty z 
he was dreſſed for riding, ftill with ſuch in- 
finite taſte, that I was convinced he was a 
man of conſequence, and an Engliſhman. 
for no Frenchman ever yet attained their 
exact undreſs, they always appear either ab- 
ſolute ſlovens, or half-dreſſed finical cox 
combs, when they make the attempt.“ 


The Prince's natural long face was now 
conſiderably lengthened, and his mouth was. 
twiſted into fifty different forms, to the no 
2 amuſement of Henry, who had a very 


N4 good 


— 
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good view of him; but who was exceſſively 


at a loſs to gueſs the Princeſs's meaning, 
and began to think ſhe meant to try which 


the could torment moſt; him or the Prince; 


however, his impatience and anger rather 


ſubſided when he found he had a fellow ſuf- 
ferer. The Princeſs had made a ſhort pauſe, 


had afforded him an opportunity to make 


theſe reflections; but the Prince, whoſe coun- 
tenance had ſufficiently betrayed with what 


- pleaſure he liſtened to the praiſes of this ac- 


compliſhed Engliſhman, now ſaid, in an im- 


patient, pettiſh tone, Well, my dear, and 
What of this Adonis at laſt ?”? | 


„ Why, my dear,” the Princeſs continued, 
«curioſity overcame my prudence. I ſent 
Marton down ſtairs to order Mathurin would 
requeſt the handſome ſtranger to walk in, 
in the name of Madame la Baronne de 
Beauval; I merely did this out of ſport, and 
in caſe he mentioned his adventure that he 


might be laughed at, for you know your poor 
8 old aunt is not particularly renowned for her 


beauty ; 3 
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beauty beſides, I did not wiſh him juſt then 
to know I was the Princeſs des Iſſarts. 
And you really did aſk a anger into 
the Caſtle?“ faid the Prince. ü 

« Fact, upon my honour,” ſaid ſhe. | 

« And did he accept this kind invitation? 
ſaid the old man. He was infinitely tod 
polite to have refuſed ſo ſimple a requeſt, my 
dear, particularly as he had been admiring 
the old manſion for ſome length of time. 

« Simple forſooth, I think it was as ex- 
traordinary as it was imprudent,” ſaid the 
Prince. Do not you know there are a vaſt. 
many ſharpers about? Has not one been 
very lately detected at Avignon, who gave 
himſelf out for a Lord? This might be the 
very man, for any thing you know to the con- 
trary, but you are n you certainly 
did not aſk him in.“ 

« ] poſitively did, Prince, without fore- 


ſeeing the ſlighteſt danger. Believe me, this. 


Gentleman bears no reſemblance, in any re- 


Peck, to the impoſtor you allude to; but! 
N 5 5 really - 


\ 
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ally longed to take a nearer ſurvey of one 


of the fineſt countenances, without exception, 
Tever yet had a fight of He was ſhewn, 
by my defire, into this very room, where 1 


ſoon joined him, and, by way of an excuſe 


when I came in, I affected to have taken 
him for. the Baron de Rocheville. He did 

not ſeem. to doubt the truth of what I ſaid, 
not preſuming it likely, a Lady would have 
requeſted an interview with a total ſtranger. 
He was exceflively polite ; the morning as I 
before obſerved, and as you no doubt felt, 
Was very cold, I entreated him to fit down, 
and hardly knew which pleaſed me the moſt, 


his converſation or his perſon; in ſhort, un- 


Willing to part with ſo agreeable a com- 


| panion, I aſked bim to ftay dinper.” 


e Aſked him to, ſtay dinner!“ faid the 
old fellow, half ſtarting from his chair, and 
h his cee. 


a he Princeſs affected not to notice bis. 


ion, but thus. proceeded: .I do not 
| ol think. 
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think I ſhould have been thus polite, if I had 
not - previouſly diſcovered him to be a man 


of rank—the Lord Fitz-Oſborne, whom . 


Madame de Graffigny ſpoke of in ſuch highs 
terms, and who bids fair to become the idol 
of all the belles at Avignon. I knew it was 
not his dinner hour, ſtill he agreed to my- 
propoſal in the moſt- flattering manner; and: 
I may ſay, I never yet entered jnto eonverſa- 
tion with fo truly amiable a man; ſo free 
from pride and affeQation, and ſo much the 
fine Gentleman. I am ſure you will be as- 
much prepoſſeſſed in his favour as I am, aſter 
you have once been In n w_ him.“ 


The old man had diſtorted his face ines: 
ſo many different forms during his wife's. 
diſcourſe, Henry had the utmoſt difficulty 
not to give way to his mirth, notwithſtanding; 
his diſagreeable ſituation ; but he now ſtarted 
upon his legs, and in an accent ſufficiently” 
expreſſive of his internal rage, aid, «-Your 
you's is intolerable! 1" 


N.6- os That: 
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er That may be, my dear; but ſince my 
ſtory does not ſeem to amuſe you, which 1 
really expected it would, I will drop the 
ſubject; you know I abhor a paſſionate, 
haſty, capricious man; ſo, to avoid putting 
you to the teſt, we will change the diſcourſe. 
Do you go out a ſhooting to-morrow ? — 
Well—well—I may be too haſty,” ſaid the 
old man; but pray go on,” flinging him- 
ſelf back into bis chair; let me hear the 
_ concluſion. of your adventure with this 
Engliſhman ;. the laſt word was rather mut- 
tered than ſpoke between his ſhut teeth.” 
„ You, know I am always willing to 
oblige you, Prince,” faid ſhe, giving him 
a. droll ironical look; © but I. was afraid 1 
had very unintentionally ruffled your temper; 
I now perceive. I was. miſtaken, ſo will pro- 
ceed with iy narrative. Let me ſee, you 
interrupted. me juſt as I was talking about 
dinner. Well, we tock that meal together, 
and our converſation then turned upon A vig- 
non, its various belles different amuſements.;z 
but 
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but 1 will not tire your patience by a mere 
repetition of the nonſenſe that often paſſes in 
a tete-a-tete, between a fine young fellow 
and a woman of my age, and natural viva- 
eity ; but you returned while we were de- 
bating a very intereſting point, and knowing 
you are apt to be haſty, and ſometimes warm, 
for both your ſakes J locked up my athletic 
demi god in that cloſer,” pointing to the one 
that contained Henry, and have no doubt 
but he has been as much amuſed by my ſtory 1 
as you ſeem to have been. This was going 
fuch an incredible length, Henry hardly be- 
lieved his own ears, and the old Prince; 
forgetful of his wife's cautions, ſtarted up, 
and flew to his priſon door, ſaying, * This 
is more than human nature can bear Un» 
moved! the key this moment.“ " ts 


188 
* = 
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T hy Princeſs, inſtead: 50 anſwering bis 
queſtion, or appearing at all terrified at his 
rage, which. was now ungovernable, for he 
almoſt foamed at the mouth, burſt into a moſt 
violent fit of * during which the 


Prince 


bo 
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Prince attempted to ſhove the cloſet door 
. in,' and his Lordſhip thought it time to put 

- himſelf in a poſture of defence; his inten- 
tions were to overſet the old fellow, and 
- truſt to his heels for his eſcape, as, notwith- 
ſtanding his rage, the Prince did not ſeem 
' inclined to have recourſe to offenſive wea- 
| Pons, nor very ſeriouſly determined to force 
the doors. As he turned round upon hearing 
the Princeſs's abſolute ſhouts of mirth, and 
ence more, in a very peremptory tone, 
_ demanded the key, adding, I ſwear, if 
you do not comply with my demand, I 
will drag your graceleſs paramour. out of his. 
den; I will teach him to come and make 
love to other people's wives; and as for 


vou, Princeſs, a letter de cachet ſhall con- 


fine you for the reſt of your life in the 
ſtricteſt Convent in France, The key, I 
lay once more, yes, yes, your mirth mall 
ſoon ceaſe.” 
N while you behave ſo ablurdiy;; 
Prince,” faid ſhe, affecting to burſt out once 
more; and ſaid, Well now, my paſſionate 

6 | decary, 
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deatry, pay me the fifty Louis, and I will 
give you the key; I have got it I believe in 
my pocket, or. elſe in my work bag,” be⸗ 
ginning to feel for it. WE 
« Do not make me your e ſtock: 
any longer, Princeſs, nor do not make me 
repeat my. demand.” She took up the me- 
morandum book, ſaying, Now, my gentle 
love, convince yourſelf, and pay me the money 
I think you will not find a key among the 
various articles you have enumerated as 
compoſing a lock; yet it would be of little 
uſe, mac ee your boaſted. ſkill, withs - 
aut one.“ 


4 


She now gave way to her mirth once more. 
The old man hardly ſeemed to underſtand: 
what ſhe meant, while ſhe thus continued : | 
« The ſtory which has had ſo ſtrange an effect 
upon your natural mild temper, . Prince is 
the mere production of my own. brain z I: 
invented it merely to get a little money out 

of you, and was determined to make yo 


t ; . | : alk . | 


_ 
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aſk for the key you ſo totally forgot, though 1 
cannot ſay I expected it would have been in 
fo furious a manner, nor that you would 
have diſplayed ſuch jealouſy, little ſuppoſing 
you would think me in earneſt.” 

Tou are a ſtrange little wanton ouſs;” 

| aid the old man, ſtill he could not help 
glancing his eyes towards the cloſet, and 


= defiring, though in a very gentle accent, 


ſhe would give him this long-requeſted key, 


| adding, I allow your ſtory is a very good 


one, and if there is no one in the cloſet you 
certainly deſerve infinite credit.” 
« Oh! I mean you ſhould be ſatisfied in 


that reſpea,” ſaid ſhe, laughing ; ; © but pay 


_ me firſt, elſe, perhaps, you will not ſtand to 
your word after you have ſeen this concealed 


admirer of mine ; but now do pray reflect, 
whether it was very likely, if I had admitted 
a ſtranger, I did not with you to ſee into the 


Caſtle, I ſhould have informed you where I 


had put him; you muſt entertain a very poor 


N of my ahne for cartying on an 
intrigue; 
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intrigue; but, to make you perfectly eaſj⸗, 
the fact is ſimply this, I wWas ſtanding, as 1 
told you, at the window, and an Englinmman, 
who, from the deſcription Madame de Gra- 
figny gave us of him, I rather ſuſpected to 
be Lord Fitz-Oſborne, paſſed the Caſtle on 
foot, reading a letter I fancy, for he ſeemed 

ſo intent n his lecture he never once 
raiſed his eyes.“ | 


Marton, in her ridiculous way, obſerved, 
he ſeemed to poſſeſs very little curioſity, -. 
which induced me to notice him; he was 
very ſoon out of ſight, and I dare ſay does 
not know he ever paſſed the Caſtle des Iſſarts. 
« His nation is not famous, you know, m 
dear, either for their gallantry or attention 
towards our ſex; but the fight of him 
inſpired me with a wiſh to teaze my dear 
jealous huſband, and I ſucceeded far beyond 

my moſt ſanguine expectations. Had I had 

ſo little regard for my reputation, Prince, as 

to have aſked him in, depend upon it 1 

ſhould have diſmiſſed him before your re- 

b \ turn. 
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turn. Here i is the key, ſo pray convince 
me you ſuppoſe me filly enough to have hid 


my lover in my cloſet, and then to have 
told my huſband where to find him.“ | 


The Prince's A had loſt all 


| expreſſion of diſtruſt, and he now poſitively 


zefuſed the proffered key, ſaying, Only 
forgive me, my charming, clever Joſephine, 
and if ever I offend ſo abſurdly again, you 
know how to- make me feel my folly very 
ſeverely. How could I be ſo fooliſh! a 
monent's reflection ought to have convinced 
me of the improbabilicy of your ingenious. 
fiction; but pronounce my abſolution, and 1 


| will fetch you a, hundred inlicad of the ley 


— 1 have * ” 


She put out her band; ſaying, © Thus I 
extend the olive- branch; I freely forgive 
you, and expect forty kiſſes, by way of 
making me ſome amends for the i —_— 
3 "_ made uſe ol... 


WS | 
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J bluſh when I reflect upon the un- 
guarded warmth of my ſpeeches, my Joſe- 
Phine ; thus then Jet me ſeal my pardon _—_ 
thoſe lovely lips.” | 
ee But not before you ate aiinfied; ” fad. 
his laughing wife. Do not you' mean to 
pull this terrible Lord out by the ears? 
I deſerve your raillery ; but if ever I give 
way to ſuch unjuſt ſuſpicions again ——.“ 
« Why, I will forgive you as I do now, 
faid the, flinging her arms round the old 
fellow, who proteſted © he muſt have as many 
kiſſes as he had loft Louis, and ſeemed in 
ſuch raptures, Henry, to uſe Marplot's ex- 
preſſion, wondered the & dry ſtubble did not 
blaze.” At laſt he releaſed his truly lovely 


wife, ſaying, « he would fetch the money that 
moment.” And pray take off thoſe odious 


ſtockings, my dear, and thoſe dirty ſhoes, . 
and do have your hair put to rights; youdo 
not look yourſelf in ſuch a difhabille,”* _/ 
| & T beg pardon, my love, for coming into 
your dreſſing room ſuch a figure. I will do 
| - 


* 


: 
1 
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as you deſire before I return,” taking another 
kiſs, and one of the lights, with which he 
hobbled out of the room. As ſoon: as he 
was at a ſufficient diſtance ' ſhe flew to 
Henry's priſon door, which ſhe flung wide 
open, and, with a ſmile upon her counte- 


© nance, aſked him how he had been enter | 


- tained ? . 
e Very much, I can  affure you, fair Lady, 
and am very happy to find your wit gives 
you ſuch pw over your old OP huſ- 
band.” 
e Then your Lordſhip begins to think 
the Princeſs des Iſſarts is not quite ſuch an 


iciot as her huſband gives the . to un- 


derſtand.“ 

Nou wiſhed to make me your * my 
lovely friend,” ſaid Henry, ſmiling, © re- 
ſpecting your name; therefore muſt excuſe 
my having endeavoured to retaliate upon 
you in your own way. I dare ſay the Prince 


entertains as high an opinion of your under- 


ſtanding as I do; at leaſt I never heard any 
tbing to lead me to ſuppoſe the contrary.” “ 
| | | 1 


wg 
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c] have not ſufficient time to ſcold you 
as you deſerve,” ſaid ſhe, laughing. © You 


have heard my real opinion of you, and your 
preſent confeſſion has raiſed you ſtill higher 


in my eſteem; ſo pray remember me ſome- 


times, and pity a gay, lively woman, whom | 


neceſſity has forced into the arms of the 


wretch you have ſeen, therefore muſt have 


deſpiſed ; his jealouſy your Lordſhip muſt 
have heard of; till now it has been ground- 
Jeſs. But adieu, my amiable friend, I hope 


I ſhall ſee you ſome few times during your 


ſtay at Avignon; but let me entreat you 


would never venture to take another ſketch 
of this Caſtle: I will let you know when 1 


can receive you with ſafety ; I know my 
ſecret is ſafe in the poſſeſſion of a man of 


bonour. I will not hear a ſingle proteſtation ?, 
| perceiving Henry was going to ſpeak, = = 


Come along, our moments are precious.“ 


Then grant me one kiſs, my lovely 


| friend, ”» ſaid Henry, © and judge of the im- 
8 I ſhall feel to renew my acquaintance. 
win 


N. 
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with the Princeſs des Iffarts, whenever you 
@ntemplate this lovely image in your look - ; 
* Aalen.“ 5 


a Aer © mo tender embrace, ſhe con- 
ducted his Lordſhip to the top of the private 
ſtaircaſe he had aſcended upon his arrival. 
| Her bell had brought Marton, who ſeemed | 
an able ſecond, to the foot of it with a light. 
© She led him into the garden where Mathurin 
was in waiting, to let him out by the ſame. 
- door he had come in at, and they were both 
rewarded ; à PAngloiſe for their nacher o 


their lovely miſtreſs, - 


| 8 now made the beſt of his way o- 
wards the hut where he had left his ſervant 
and horſes; the evening was dark, and 
rather cold, as a north-eaſt wind had 
ſprung, up during the courſe of the aſter- 
noon, and Henry felt himſelf very much 
in want of a great coat, which his hurry to 


ſet off had prevented his valet from giving 
to 
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to his groom. The horſes were ready in a 
few ſeconds ; the ſervant ſeemed to wonder 


__ what had detained his maſter ſo late, but of 
- courſe" aſked no queſtions, and they ſet off 


wick the utmoſt ſpeed for Avignon, 1 
* 3 * g 
#xD or THE THIRD erb 133 5 py 
4 1 
1 
t * : : 


"Gans 


WE JUST PUBLISHED, 

rns ruin AND * VOLUMES OF 
18 5 PARENTAL L MONITOR, 

Price 68. ſeed; 


Being a Continuation by Mrs. Box nor. 
| 5 | "i Ry 9 

| , ALSO 
* © BUNGAY CASTLE, 


In ͤ 2 vols. 1220. 


Price 75. ſewed ; 


By the fame AUTHOR» 


— 


EDMUND OF THE FOREST, 
In 4 vols. 120. 
Price 145: ſewed ; 


* 


By the Author of Cichk x, or theRos8 or RAB. 


